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The 214th Attack Group,
assigned to the 162nd Wing and
geographically located at Fort
Huachuca, Arizona will temporarily
utilize hangar space at Davis-
Monthan Air Force Base to
accommodate two MQ-9 Reaper
aircraft.

This temporary relocation is
necessary to house the aircraft
while construction is ongoing at
Fort Huachuca.
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As a result of this transition,

the local community and base
personnel may observe an
increase in MQ-9 sorties departing
from and arriving at Davis-
Monthan AFB. This temporary
increase in flight activity is
scheduled to continue through
April 30, 2027, and is conducted
in direct support of routine training
operations.

The 214th Attack Group and
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Changes Coming to Davis Monthan

Davis-Monthan AFB remain
committed to safely executing
their missions while minimizing
the impact on the surrounding
communities. All flight operations
will continue to strictly adhere

MQ-9 Reaper aircraft over Nevada
to standard Federal Aviation
Administration and Department of
War regulations.
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& Imagine coming home to mountain views, open skies, and a neighborhood

designed for the way you live. Join us Saturday, August 15th, from 9:30 a.m. to
® 5:30 p.m. for the Grand Opening of Covena Pointe at Rocking K, and be among
the first to tour four new single-story model homes from Mattamy Homes.

Explore innovative floorplans with flexible living spaces, welcoming front
courtyards, and spacious owner's suites tailored to your lifestyle. Set within the
heart of Rocking K, this exciting new community combines modern home
design with the natural beauty of the Sonoran Desert.

il Discover what makes Covena Pointe a place you'll be proud to call home.
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Welcome to the
Neighborhood

Learn more about available homes, floorplans and
everything Covena Pointe at Rocking K has to offer
by visiting our website,
www.MattamyHomes.com/Tucson
before the grand opening.
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‘District
Update

The latest from Pima County District 4
Supervisor Steve Christy

| hope you are
sitting down,

as | fear this
month’s col-
umn may shock
you. It's time
for the Pima
County Fiscal
Year 2026/2027 budget tax-rate
approval hearing on Aug. 17, and
here’s the news — brace yourself -
property taxes are going up.

The primary property tax rate,
which is the most significant
taxation authority the Board of
Supervisors has control over, will
be increasing by 7.9 cents per
$100 of your home or business
property’s assessed value over
last year’s rate, resulting in a com-
bined property tax rate (Primary
plus Library & Flood Control Dis-
tricts and Debt Service) increase
of 8.74 cents/$100. This is unfor-
tunate because the value of all
taxable properties in Pima County
has risen.

In years past, the Board would
hold the tax rate steady, and
blame increased property taxes on
the rising property values, as they
are determined by the County As-
sessor. This year, my colleagues
could and, in my view, should
have explored a revenue-neutral
option and lowered the tax rate

to offset the increase in assessed
property values, keeping your tax
bill the same as last year. Instead,
there will be a double barrel tax
increase in order to pay for pro-
grams previously funded by fed-
eral pandemic relief monies, and
some pet projects.

One such project is “PEEPS”,
which stands for Pima Early
Education Program Scholarships.
PEEPS is really nothing more than
enhanced pre-kindergarten day-
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care for a small, select population
at taxpayer expense. PEEPS has
had some rather meandering fund-
ing sources over the last several
years. The Board is contemplating
expanding the program, with fund-
ing from the Library District tax
and other sources (read General
Fund/property taxes). Be sure to
compare your next Library District
Tax line item on your tax bill, com-
pared to last year.

And don't forget my colleague’s
special project to spend $250
million over ten years for taxpay-
er-funded public housing, paid out
of the General Fund with property
tax increases and, per the Coun-
ty’s Prosperity Initiative, placed in
“low poverty” areas.

Bear in mind these projects and
associated tax increases were
passed by the Board majority with
no county-wide public meetings
and negligible public knowledge.

We wonder what happened to the
core functions and responsibilities
of County Government such as
road and infrastructure mainte-
nance and repair, flood control,
wildfire protections, public safety,
parks and recreation, to name a
few.

Adding to this troubling taxation
atmosphere is Proposition 425, a
Pima County initiative to increase
the spending abilities of the Board
of Supervisors over the statewide
cap that voters approved back in
1980. While the amount has been
adjusted for inflation since it was
added to the State Constitution,
Prop. 425 will allow the Board to
spend more of your money. Look
for it on the ballot and I'm sure
common sense will prevail and
that it will not pass. Just what we
need right now - another opportu-
nity for the Board of Supervisors
to spend more of your money with
a simple majority vote.

Pima County Supervisor

Steve Christy, District 4

33 N. Stone Avenue, Floor 11
Tucson, AZ 85701

520-724-8094 | district4@pima.gov

Ward
Update

The latest from Tucson Ward 4
Councilwoman Nikki Lee

Folks often ask
how govern-
ment makes
decisions.

One of the

main ways is
with commu-
nity members
serving on City of Tucson advisory
boards. The following committees
have an open seat for someone
living in Ward 4. If you are inter-
ested in serving, please email me
a letter of interest and your re-
sume to ward4@tucsonaz.gov

Commission on Climate, Energy
and Sustainability

The Commission on Climate,
Energy, and Sustainability shall
advise the Mayor and Council on:
(a) the most effective and efficient
methods of meeting the climate/
energy/sustainability goals out-
lined in the City's General Plan (b)
methods for improving the City's
climate and environmental impact
and adaptability in its operations;
and (c) achieving the incremental
as well as transformative systemic
outcomes necessary to respond to
climate, energy, and broader sus-
tainability challenges in our region.
Meets as needed

Complete Streets Coordinating
Council

The CSCC is responsible for
actively overseeing and bringing
accountability to the Complete
Streets Policy implementation
process. The CSCC, the Technical
Review Committee (TRC), and an
integrated team of City staff repre-
senting multiple departments shall
work collaboratively and inclusive-
ly together in a coordinated way to
implement the Complete Streets
policy. Meets: 4th Wednesday of
the month @ 5:30 p.m. virtual via
Microsoft Teams

Greens Committee

Recommend to the Mayor and
Council the extent and location of
the various golf activities and fa-
cilities of the city; and procedures
and policy as to their operation,
maintenance, fees and develop-
ment. The Committee shall focus
on financial oversight relating to
the viability and accountability

of the Golf Enterprise Fund, and
make recommendations to the
Mayor and Meets 3rd Thursday of
each month @ 3:30 p.m. - 900 S
Randolph Way

Parks and Connections Bond
Oversight

Commission monitors the prog-
ress of the projects funded by the
2018 Bond Program; and ensure
the purposes for which the Bond
Program was approved are car-
ried out and the proceeds from
the Bond Program are separate-
ly accounted for. In any case
where a change from the alloca-
tion described in or through the
pamphlet may be needed due to
unforeseen circumstances or ex-
traordinary considerations or the
public interest and the matter is
referred to the Committee by the
Mayor and Council, to study the
need for such change and make a
recommendation to the Mayor and
Council to either approve or reject
the change.

Meets: Quarterly basis: every 3
months on the 3rd Monday (Jan,
Apr, Jul, and Oct) @ 5:30 p.m. -
900 S Randolph Way

Planning Commission
Advise Mayor and Council, Plan-
ning and Development Services
Department, and Housing and
Community Development Depart-
ment on the adoption of long-
range plans, policies, specific
plans, and standards that affect
land use and development. ADDI-
TIONAL INFORMATION for each
agenda can be viewed on-line at
https://www.tucsonaz.gov/pdsd/
planning-commission
Meets: Monthly @ 6:00 p.m.
Microsoft Teams (Hybrid Format)
"Nikki Lee" continued on page 4
To place an ad call: 520-490-0654
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The Latest from Vail School District
Superintendent John Carruth

| am often
asked, “So,
what did you

do during your
summer break?”

The truth is that
summer is one
of the busiest times of the year for
those of us who work year-round
in our schools.

Our maintenance and grounds
crews are hard at work ensuring
that our schools look great for
the coming year. One upgrade
that is visible to everyone is the
new parking lots at several of our
schools.

Many of us are also busy hiring
and processing high-quality new
teachers and staff.

In Vail, we hold multiple job fairs
where we screen applicants for
the highest quality character. We
look for educators who are excit-
ed about the values and guiding
principles that unite us as a Vail
community. We also look for edu-
cators who are excited about
working side by side with parents,
as it is our mission “to provide
parents with safe and nurturing
schools where their children can
obtain a quality education.”

Over the first two weeks of July,
we welcomed more than 130 new
teachers to the Calvin Baker Lead-
ership Center for four days of New
Teacher Induction (NTI). While at
NTI, they learn the ins and outs of
what quality instruction looks like
in Vail.

I have the honor of spending an
afternoon with our new teachers,
talking to them about Vail's histo-
ry and taking them on a bus tour
throughout our community. | hope

thevailvoice.com

that this broader view of our com-
munity will help them better under-
stand the families and community
they serve. You can only truly love
something that you know. | want
them to love this place as much as
| do, and | hope that they, too, will
call Vail home.

| am excited to announce that Vall
has filled all of its regular edu-
cation teaching positions for this
school year... a rarity in Arizona.
Vail is a sought-after school district
by families and professionals alike
for the quality programs it offers
and the consistent success of

its students and staff spanning
decades.

Speaking of student success,

over the summer we also received
test results from statewide as-
sessments taken this past spring.
While we are prohibited from pub-
licly releasing those results until
November, | am proud to confirm
that Vail students again demon-
strated growth and proficiency that
places your community schools
among the very best in Arizona.

Student achievement is made pos-
sible by a community that supports
these programs with countless vol-
unteer hours serving alongside our
educators and with its continued
authorization of override funding
that supports critical programs and
funds the educators who provide
them. Each of you owns a piece
of these student results.

In June, the VUSD Governing
Board called for an election to
reauthorize the 12.5% override
that funds high-quality, dedicated
classes for fine arts, P.E., ad-
vanced courses, and additional
teachers to help lower class sizes.

The Vail community has supported
override funding since 1993. An
override is an opportunity for local
voters to increase local school
funding through their property
taxes. It can only be used for

staff and salaries, not for building
facilities. Proposition 423 (VUSD's
Override Reauthorization) is not
"John Carruth" continued on page 16

GREATER VAILCHAMBER

UPDATE

The Latest from Dr. Denise Bowils,
President / CEO
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Leadership
Doesn't Come
With a Manual
Have you ever
noticed that
some people
have the ability
to make ev-
eryone around them feel calmer,
more confident, and capable?

It isn't because they have the
loudest voice in the room or the
fanciest title on a business card.

It's because people trust them.

Leadership has very little to do
with a position. Some of the best
leaders never become CEOs.
They are the teacher who stays
after school to help a struggling
student, the volunteer who quiet-
ly organizes a community event,
the retiree who mentors a young
entrepreneur, the neighbor who
checks on an elderly friend, or the
small business owner who knows
every employee by name.

Leadership happens every day in
our community.

But let's be honest, it's not always
easy.

Sometimes leadership means
making decisions that others don't
understand. Sometimes it means
having difficult conversations

or holding people accountable.
Sometimes it means putting the
needs of others ahead of your
own.

And sometimes, it's simply ex-
hausting.

Many leaders spend sleepless
nights wondering if they made the
right decision, whether they could

have handled something differ-
ently, or why they're carrying the
weight of everyone else's prob-
lems.

The truth is, leadership becomes
overwhelming when we believe we
have to carry it all ourselves.

Great leaders don't have all the
answers. They ask questions.
They listen. They build trust. They
create opportunities for others to
succeed. They understand that
leadership isn't about being the
hero, it's about helping others
become one.

Our community is filled with peo-
ple who have spent decades lead-
ing businesses, raising families,
serving in the military, teaching
children, coaching sports teams,
building nonprofits, and volun-
teering countless hours to make
Southern Arizona a better place.

Those experiences matter.

In fact, one of the greatest gifts re-
tirees and longtime residents have
to offer isn't just their time, it's their
wisdom.

As our community continues to
grow, there is an opportunity for
every generation to learn from one
another. Young professionals bring
fresh ideas and new technology.
Experienced leaders bring per-
spective, resilience, and lessons
that can only come from years of
overcoming challenges.

Imagine what our community
could accomplish if we intentional-
ly shared those experiences more
often.

Leadership isn't about having the
perfect plan. It's about showing
up, serving others, and leaving
things a little better than we found
them.

Whether you lead a business, a
neighborhood association, a class-
room, a church group, a nonprofit,
"Dr. Denise Bowls" cont. on page 8
August 2026 3
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Sprouts on OIld Vail Road is
scheduled to open by first quarter
of 2027.

Adjacent pads to Sprouts will
house Nothing Bundt Cakes,
Ava Nails, JA Ramen and Scent-
ed Leaf.

In another pad will be Pinkberry,
Mattress Firm and First Watch.

VT TITITIIA

Chipotle construction continues
and is projected to open this year.

VT TITITIIA

Construction has begun for the
Dollar General at 14225 E. Old
Spanish Trail. They plan to open
by early 2027.
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"Nikki Lee" continued from page 2

/ Mayor and Council Chambers;
255 W Alameda

Small Minority and Women
Owned Business Commission
(At Large)

Monitors effectiveness of the
City's SMWBE Program; Monitors
local practices and policies which
may have discriminatory impact
on minority and women-owned
businesses; Facilitates commu-
nication between the City and
small businesses; Evaluates
City policies and regulations for
their impact on small businesses;
Sponsors and conducts educa-
tional forums, hearings and work-
shops; Recommends to Mayor
and Council alternative measures
or legislation; Requests from any
City department information/assis-
tance; Assumes and undertakes
other tasks/duties at the discretion
and express direction of

Meets as Required

Wishing you a wonderful August
and as always please do not
hesitate to reach out to my team
or me.

City of Tucson Ward 4 Council-
woman Nikki Lee

4 520-791-3199
>Ward4@tucsonaz.gov
m\www.tucsonaz.gov/ward4
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STUME CONTEST& PARADE '\

10 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.
12775 E. Mary Ann Claveland Way ¢

«‘\ ‘;

SEPTEMBER 19, 2026
CIENEGA HIGH SCHOOL
"Z—~FREE ADMISSION | FOR ALL GUESTS —

{ \ ‘\2 :00 PM | FIRST ANNUAL FOUNDERS COSTUME PARADE BEGI MS { \
\ \ 12:30 PM | COSTUME AWARDS CEREMONY &N
CASH PRIZES: $25.00 to $50.00 ;

COSTUME CATEGORIES:
» Revolutianary Soldier » Betsy Ross » Colonial Boy (age 12 or under)
* George Washington * Colonial Girl (age 12 ar under)

HOSTED BY Common Sense Patriots, an incorporated non-profit
QUESTIONS? EMAIL: csladypatrints@gmail.com | TEXT: 520.661-8431

DENTAL CARE

o =
10501 Seven Generations Way

7520-838-0302 9Vsuiterss

www.civanodentalcare.com
To place an ad call: 520-490-0654
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Wellness & Senior Exams Urgent Care Radiographs
Surgery / Dentistry Laser Therapy Pet Boarding

Where your pets )
. Now offering
are family pet boarding

13750 E. Success Dr. Vail, AZ 85641

ADOPTABLE PETS ON THE EASTSIDE!

iMASCOTAS EN ADOPCION

" _ AL ESTE DE LA CIUDAD!
A A4

- Eastside PACC Adoption Center e

Visit us at - Visitanos en el

F“ frlendsof ‘ 7225 E. Broadway

PIMA COUNTY

ANIMAL CARE CENTER

thevailvoice.com August 2026 5
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CON WIRELESS

High Speed Internet Serving Vail,
Corona de Tucson & East Tucson

FIRST MONTH FREE |

v $0 to get Started!

v Unlimited data

v No contracts

v No hidden fees or rate hikes
v Local five star support

v Up to GIG speeds

v Reliable service you can depend on

©20-477-6301

www.rinconwireless.com

Strong Smiles
Start Here

SANTA RITA

Famify Déntistry

Full-Service Care, HonestTrea_ltment Plans,
Bilingual Team and Same-Day Appointments.

www.santaritadentalaz.com | (520) 762-0123

55 E Tallahassee Dr, Corona De Tucson (between Argenziano's & the Fire Station)
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School in the Box Car-an
Excitln%Start to the New

School Year in 1922

Mrs. Blanch Stewart was teaching
in the one-room adobe Vail School
on the hill. The very first school
was below the hill in the river
valley in what is now called Ran-
cho del Lago. Mrs. Stewart had
so many pupils that a new room
was needed right away. Mrs. Evie
Schley, who owned Schley’s Store
in the little village of Vail, and Mrs.
Davis, wife of the Southern Pacific
Railroad Station Agent, were the
Vail School Board. They reported
to, and received assistance from,
Mrs. Reynolds, the Pima County
School Superintendent. Miss Kate
Van Buskirk, a new teacher, was
hired. Miss Van Buskirk had read
about ‘the school in the box car’
that had been advertised in the
papers and had asked for it! She
was very excited when told that it
would be sent to Vail and that she
would not only be the one to teach
students in ‘the school in the box’,
but she would also enjoy a unique
living space at one end! She could
hardly wait for the school year to
begin!

The Southern Pacific railroad put
the final touches on ‘the school

in the box car’ and prepared to
transport it to Vail in time for the
start of the 1922 school year. The
inside was neatly sealed with
sweet, fresh lumber, windows had
been cut in the walls, one double
door had been closed and the
other narrowed to a suitable width
before it was sent to the village of
Vail.

About one-third of the south end
had been partitioned off for living
quarters for the teacher, Miss Van
Buskirk—an outside door opened

VPS Vail School Boxcar Shop Building

to the south and an entry was left
into the school room. Into this she
moved her cot, bookcase, kitchen
table and kerosene stove—one
that did not smoke. Some may
think that this was not much of a
home, but Miss Van Buskirk loved
it. She put pretty ruffled curtains
at the windows, a striped cov-
er on the couch, fancy oilcloth
and a good student’s lamp on
the table, and some of her pret-
tiest hand-painted china on the
shelves. With a crate for the water
pail and wash basin, and a single
kitchen chair always pushed close
under the table, and a tiny rocker
on the little rug. The living quarters
were cozy and had plenty of room
to move about—if she was careful.
"VPS" continued on page 16

I]og Boarding -

Never Crowded.
Home Environment.
Room to RUN, PLAY & RELAX!

(=] 520-710-6667

Call Today or Visit us at
= CampJimmyDog.com

ONE TIME CLEANUP
[ONTHLY, WEEKLY [AINTENANCE
TREE TRIFMING

520-909-9426
520-461-8202
520-979-2481

To place an ad call: 520-490-0654

Miguel Cervantes
Michelle Cervantes
Jennifer Cervantes




LETTERS
10 THE &=
EDITOR

Our Letters Policy

We welcome a diversity of views in The
Vail Voice. To submit a Letter to the
Editor, please include your full name,
and try to keep letters to 250 words or
less. Anonymous letters will not be pub-
lished. We will print a maximum of two
letters that writers submit on the same
subject. Please send by the 15th of ev-
ery month for publication in the follow-
ing month's issue. - Thank you!

g WL, W W, WS

Owner and Publisher
Lucretia Free
Lucretia@TheVailVoice.com

Editor
Editor@TheVailVoice.com

Photographer
Bel Coulson
photographybybel.com

Sales
Sales@TheVailVoice.com
(520) 490-0654

This disclaimer informs readers that the
views, thoughts, and opinions expressed
in the text belong solely to the author,
and not necessarily to the Vail Voice.
No additional fact finding or research
was done to confirm the accuracy of the
article content.
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Dear Editor,
The oldest and strongest emotion
of mankind is fear,” as H.P. Love-
craft points out.

We all encounter fear from time

to time. Itis a good thing when

it alerts us to jump away from an
oncoming car coming. But when
fear becomes chronic, leaving us
in a persistent state of anxiety, it
becomes dangerous. Persons with
chronic fear have been found to
have a higher incidence of coro-
nary heart disease, gastrointestinal
problems, arthritis, migraine, aller-
gies, thyroid disease and chronic
respiratory disorders.

For any who struggle with chronic
fear, Isaiah 41:10 declares, “Do not
be afraid, for | am with you. Do not
be dismayed, for | am your God. |
will strengthen you and help you; |
will uphold you with my righteous
right hand.”

The leading promise here is God'’s
promise to be with us in all things—
no matter what we face.

H.P. Lovecraft stresses, “The
oldest and strongest emotion of
mankind is fear, and the oldest and
strongest kind of fear is fear of the
unknown.”

When we run up against “un-
knowns” about our health, our

finances, our work, or our relation-
thevailvoice.com

ships, anxiety sets in. But through
it all God promises to be with us,
enabling us to face the “unknowns”
with courage and hope.

The great challenge of life, then, is
to train ourselves to discern God’s
nearness.

In the coming week, | invite you

to conclude each day by asking
yourself: “Where did | see evidence
of God’s presence this day?

Tom Tripp

Dear Editor,

My name is Adam Carslin, and

I work with a local organization
called People Helping People Live.
People Helping People Live is a
mission-driven podcast founded on
the belief that meaningful change
begins with meaningful conversa-
tion. Through honest and inten-
tional dialogue on the podcast, we
bring together everyday people,
business owners, nonprofits, and
community leaders to share sto-
ries, better understand real com-
munity needs, and build genuine
relationships. One conversation at
a time, we are creating a growing
network of people who believe in
showing up for one another, giving
back, and doing the work together.
For us, impact does not begin with
fundraising—it begins with connec-
tion.

As these conversations from the
podcasts grow into relationships,
and those relationships grow into
community, meaningful action natu-
rally follows. Our fundraising efforts
and charitable initiatives are an
extension of the trust, awareness,
and momentum built through the
podcast and the People Helping
People network.

We would be truly grateful for the
opportunity to be featured in your
newspaper as a local community
organization committed to serv-
ing others and making a positive
difference. Through the support of
our community, we have already
completed several impactful initia-
tives, including raising more than
$3,800 to help send children to
diabetic camp, providing a vehicle
to a family in need, and supplying
brand-new shoes for children in
foster homes.

We are currently in Chapter 5: “For
the Kids”, a back-to-school initiative
dedicated to providing high-quality
backpacks for children in foster
care. Many foster youth are re-
quired to transition quickly between
homes and are often left to carry
their belongings in garbage bags. A
reliable, high-quality backpack of-
fers more than school readiness—
it provides dignity, stability, and

a small but meaningful reminder
that they are seen, supported, and
valued during a difficult time.

Adam Carslin

Dear Editor,

I recall a while back that lots of
people were ecstatic when the
Tucson City Council rejected An-
nexation of Project Blue and their
refusal to let them use reclaimed
water. Well guess what, there is

a very large water well rig on site,
drilling away! | am talking capable
of a 30"+ deep welll Pima County
obviously sold them water rights as
part of the deal and then granted
the drilling permits, so the hullaba-
loo over reclaimed water was just
a Red Herring. There should be
some record of how large the well
is going to be and how much it can

produce, it seems it has been kept
pretty quiet like a lot of the details
around that land sale. But it looks
like for now their water is going to
be coming from our aquifer!

On a similar note, Jeetu Patel
(Cisco) has 85 more data centers
planned for Arizona, they are cur-
rently buying “farm land” up in Ma-
rana and elsewhere. No big deal
you think, except Farm land is sold
with water rights! That's why there
was a farm there! Water rights =
water well(s) for cooling!

| heard a rumor that one data cen-
ter can bring in ~ $30/$40 Million
a month, the cost of the land and
subsequent water wells is like a
rounding error on the Profit line.
And when you are talking that kind
of coin you can see why they don't
care about our drinking water, we
can all move somewhere else -
while they make their Billions.

Wake Up Arizonal!
Robert Quick

Dear Editor,

How impressed we are with the
front cover of the Vail 250 Voice
edition! | am a Daughter of the
National Society of the Daughters
of the American Revolution. The
fact that you featured Sierra Han-
son's tribute to America front and
center gave us hope in our country
and the news publications. Well, at
least your Vail Voice!! My husband
and | both recognized the Patrio-
tism you showed in your paper!

Thank you for paying tribute to
America's 250th Anniversary. You
are the best!!

Mary Van Dyke

From the Editor

Thank you to those who took the
time and initiative to send in your
letters and share your opinion.
We at the Vail Voice believe in the
importance of hearing all voices in
the community.

Send your letters to:
Editor@TheVailVoice.com
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SKYWARD _

. Star Gazing

The Moon, a Pond in
France, and M
Grandfather

As a child | always treasured a
close relationship to my Dad’s
father, whom | loved to call Gram-
pa (misspelling deliberate) Willie.
Our closeness began during a visit
in 1959 or 1960, when we both
took his apartment building ele-
vator to the roof. On that unfor-
gettable evening we both looked
through binoculars at the Sun,
which had not quite set. There
and then we enjoyed a large
group of sunspots on the Sun.

A few years later, when he was
away from his apartment, | went
again to that roof to look for Com-
et Ikeya-Seki, the Great Comet

of 1965. | wrote earlier about my
visit to him in early 1967, the night
he decided to purchase for me
the 15cm f/4 richest field reflector
which to this day is a telescope |
use every clear night, and which is
named Minerva.

After he died in 1973, | very much
wanted a painting hanging on the
wall of my grandfather’s living
room. To this day | am not certain
of who the artist was, although the
signature was close to that of the
French painter Charles-Frangois

o vy ——— —
David: I copied this map of the Moon from a Sky
& Telescope map that I purchased for 25 Canadian
pennies in 1960. The idea was to spot all 300 num-
bered lunar craters and 26 lettered mountain ranges
and other features numbered on that map. My
version is reproduced here by permission.

Daubigny. | knew it as “Grampa’s
pond” since it reminded me of

the pond at his cottage at Jarnac,
near Ripon, Quebec, which | have
visited hundreds of times and
after which Jarnac Observatory is
named. | also know that the artist
painted it on a humid day, as the
painting shows a hint of a distant
mountain hidden in haze.

| brought the painting with me
when | settled in southern Arizona
in 1979. On a return drive years
later | was able to add the antique
frame in which the painting was
housed. Not long ago | tried to
read the artist's name as Charles-
Francois Daubigny, though the
signature does not quite match.
However, the pond matches fairly
closely the ponds and riverbanks
in France that he loved to paint
over and over again.

Daubigny apparently also loved
painting the Moon, and although
"Skyward" continued on page 25
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Heat Optimist Club Holds
Respect for Law Program

On Thursday, June 18, the Heat
Optimist Club honored U.S. Bor-
der Patrol Agent lan Wittmer as
this year’s Respect for Law Award
recipient. The Respect for Law
program, one of Optimist Interna-
tional’s long-standing community
initiatives, helps strengthen re-
lationships between young peo-
ple and law enforcement while
encouraging local civic pride.

Jim Pekny, Heat Optimist Club President and Ian
Wittmer, Respect for Law Award recipient

Since the club was founded in
May 1995, it has recognized local
law enforcement officers and first
responders; lan is the first U.S.
Border Patrol agent to receive
this honor from the club. Origi-
nally from Buffalo, New York, lan
has served with the United States
Border Patrol since January 2020
and continues to grow as a leader
within the agency. We congratu-
late lan and thank him for his ded-
ication to serving and protecting
the citizens of the United States.

The Heat Optimist Club meets on
the third Thursday of each month
at Denny’s in the Houghton Town
Center. Guests are welcome.

Visit our website https://heatopti-

mistclub.org for more information
about our organization.

By Jim Pekny
President, Heat
Optimist Club

"Dr. Denise Bowls"
continued from page 3
or simply your own family, some-
one is watching how you respond
to challenges, how you treat peo-
ple, and how you inspire others.

That's leadership.

And perhaps the greatest leaders
are not remembered because of
the titles they held, but because of
the lives they touched.

Our community doesn't just need
more leaders.

It needs more people willing to
lead with kindness, humility, integ-
rity, and a genuine desire to make
a difference.

Because that's the kind of lead-
ership that lasts long after the job
title is gone.

Dr. Denise Bowls
President/CEO
www.greatervailchamber.com

Lauren Fields, Dean's List at
Saint Mary's University.

Tucson's Nolan Radomsky and
Vail's Sydney Nieto, Dean's List
at The University of Wyoming

To place an ad call: 520-490-0654



August Garden Guide CIVAN® What to fertilize

# Potted annuals: once this month
4 Get Decorating #  Annuals that have been in the ground for more than 2 weeks
P Decorate your patio; add new chairs, # Containerized warm-season cacti and succulents: feed lightly
throw pillows, a rug, and beautiful once this month with a low-nitrogen fertilizer
potted plants, paint a feature wall. iy % fOrnarre?tal_l_grasses: feed once this month with a bloom
. String up some lights for evening — ~ lormula ertilizer . .
. . MURSERY #  Warm-season lawn: fertilize according to your regular
ambience and create your own oasis. schedule this month
Whatever you do, make the most of Mel L. Shipley ACNP 4. pgims / Citrus trees: feed at the end of the month or in the
your outdoor space; after all we won’t beginning of September

be shoveling snow in October!
° College dorm decor

How is your garden performing? " Fertilize Trees &

t
This year and past years have given us many o Shrubs 1% week
challenges. The garden has seen many from soaring ol N = of September
temperatures to extreme storms. Here are just a few ‘ g
areas to focus:

Smart Narwrats

#+ Drainage — this is the perfect time to review your What to Plant in August

gardens drainage, always ensuring water drains e Cacti and succulents - indoors or out — all year long!
away from your home. e Heat-loving shrubs & trees - Be sure to provide them with enough water to get established
#: Stake trees that cannot stand tall on their own. e Warm-season annuals like from seed or starts — pick the plants that make you smile.
Due to the extreme wind it may even be necessary e Houseplants for the patio, home or office. (Office or dorm room plants make people and
to Iighten the Weight of some branches. happy people are more productive.
#  Check your entire irrigation system, looking for e Vegetables & Herbs - When temperatures cool down below 100 F, plant beets, bok choy,
leaks, broken pipes, watering schedule. broccoli, Brussel sprouts, bunching onions, cabbage, carrots, cauliflower, cucumber, kale,

kohlrabi, lettuce, leeks, mustard greens, peppers, snap beans, Swiss chard, and tomatoes —
Corn & Squash. Sow seed of herbs late in the month e.g. Chives
e Pottery - just add soil and plants. We can plant a custom arrangement for you!

#  Check cacti, trees and shrubs and remove soil or
debris built up around the base.

SPECIAL COUPON .
$5-00 Off over $40-00 coupon code VV540 we_ Deliver & Plar:t
$10.00 Off over $70.00 coupon code VV1070 Big Shade Trees!

Cannot be combined with any other offers. One coupon per customer. Must have coupon. Not valid on prior sales.
Other restrictions apply. Expires Aug 31st, 2026

Civano Nursery 5301 S. Houghton Road, Tucson AZ 85747 Tel: 520-546-9200

thevailvoice.com August 2026



Remembering Summers Past
By Chuck Colbath

When | was 11, my family went on
a summer vacation to Caratunk,
Maine, not far from the Canadian
border. Our elderly cousin Ned
Porter had a picturesque private
lodge and cabins on Pleasant
Pond. Across the pond, the Appa-
lachian Trail passes over Pleasant
Pond Mountain, which is beau-
tifully reflected in the water. The
opposite side of the pond is un-
spoiled as it is owned by a paper
company. The paper company’s
map in the lodge showed a large
area of northern Maine as “UNEX-
PLORED”!

The four of us spent a week in
a two room cottage. The kitchen
had an old cast iron cook stove,
and a late 1920’s GE refrigerator
with external cooling coils on top,
the first GE electric refrigerator
model. That old thing still worked
fine; in fact it froze things we didn’t
want frozen! The smell of my dad
cooking bacon and eggs on the

woodstove sure seemed special.
The black metal sink had a hand
pump that needed priming, but we
had indoor water!

Fishing and swimming were a

big part of the trip. We could fish
off the dock at the boathouse,

or take the boat out. Our cousin
was quite a character. He had
retired after a lifetime of working
in New York City, and was an
author and novelist. | guess he
needed a quiet and beautiful spot
to escape to. He also had been a
minor league baseball player and
we enjoyed listening to Red Sox
games with him on a staticky radio
while cousin Ned smoked his pipe
and rocked. One of his favorite
stories was how he outhit Babe
Ruth! The whole truth is that the
Babe was visiting northern Maine
and participated briefly in a pick-
up game that included Ned. In that
game, he got on base while the
Babe did not!

A rainy night could be challenging,
slipping and sliding up to the out-
house in the dark. My sister, who

"Outhouse", Painting (Oil on Canvas): Carol Colbath

was 9 at the time, recently shared
her memory of that outhouse with
“I remember heading out toward it
in the evening and Dad saying to

me, ‘Look out for the bears’!”

The tiny town of Caratunk had
an equally tiny country store/post
office. The proprietor, with his pro-
nounced Maine twang, was Howie
Mitchell. Howie had a great sense
of humor. When an early-season
vacationer “from away” mentioned
how cold the water was and asked
when the ice went out, Howie,
straight faced, replied “It don't. It
just sinks to the bottom.” That city

fellow, after a brief pause, realized
how he had been had!

That vacation trip is one of the
very fond memoaries | have of long-
ago summers.

In a time when old fashioned
caring service seems to be a thing
of the past, you can still find it at
Bavilon Salon. Free unhurried
consultations with the stylist of
your choice is a great way to get
acquainted. It is a co-operative
environment in which the stylists
recognize they all have different
approaches, and work as a team
to best satisfy clients' varying
needs.

Please stop in for a look! We
look forward to the opportunity to
please. Our stylists’ profiles, full
menu with fair up-front pricing,
and easy on-line booking are all
at Bavilonsalon.com. Or call us
at (520) 762-8787 and we will be
happy to assist you.

Better care, Better hair!
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' CUT/COLOR SPECIALISTS, NATURAL & ORGANIC

|

CARE.

SINCE 2011

E@% BAVILON SALON
e

BOOK TODAY. Call (520) 762-8787 or online @ BAVILONSALON.COM

AT || - | R m

- | s |
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Check-in

on older adults and
your neighbors
during high heat.

Watch for trouble
breathing or dizziness
—a call or a text

can save a life éLL

M' Protect yourself and others
THE HEAT g Find cooling center locations and

other heat resources at pima.gov/heat . PIMA COUNTY

HEALTH DEPARTMENT

e .l."

J 1 ) e | % .2
»_ Unwanted guests dfe trying to moVe'in;
“-sdon’ tlet our*'ho e become t@s'

¢ 7 Call Now!

rEh Rl sz, Schedule a '
MR. PACK RAT ' " FREE Inspection Pock Rat Elimination

520+ 529+ 9191 SAFE - HUMANE - EFFECTIVE GUARANTED

thevailvoice.com
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Tucson Medical Center

RINCON

Ready for whatever this
school year brings.

From the first bell to life's biggest moments, your
family deserves health care close to home.

Whether it's a late-night emergency, an after-school illness, your
annual checkup, or welcoming a new baby, TMC Rincon is here
for every member of your family. Offering 24/7 emergency care,
inpatient hospital care, primary care, urgent care and labor &
delivery, we're making exceptional care more convenient than
ever. All located close to home at Houghton and Drexel.

vailvoice.com
New Online
Experience
Coming Soon.

Photo Credit: Kevin Garland

NEW CLIENT SPECIAL!
Mention this AD for $15
off your first 6 months
of property
management fees with 1
year contract

Copper Dog

Property Management

* Full service property management
OR tenant placement & you manage

il

Veteran-owned « Husband & Wife
Team « Proudly serving our Military
& Veteran community

* Serving the greater Tucson area

Flat-rate pricing—no percentage
surprises

¢ Honest communication « No
corporate runaround « Operated by
someone who truly loves real
estate

Q, (520) 634-8595
@ Randi@copperdogpm.com
@ copperdogpm.com

(2VAIL

PLUMBING

LICENSED BONDED AND INSURED

ROC CR37 364158

OVER 75 YEARS' INDUSTRY EXPERIENCE

Owned and operated by Allen Schwartzberg

VAIL's LocAL PLUMBER

Whatever your dilemma,
hesitate to eall.

don’t

We can handle anything from little
drips to whole home re-pipes and
even complex commercial jobs.

WWW.VAILPLUMBINGAZ.COM

520-390-5525 &

gi"

admin@vailplumbingaz.com

The Vail Voice
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Fill A Meal Bag and Feed
Their Success

When a child arrives at school
hungry, learning becomes much
harder. That's why Greater Vail
Community ReSources’ Meals to
Grow program provides nutritious
weekend meal bags to local stu-
dents, helping ensure they return
to school on Monday ready to
learn, grow, and succeed.

Last school year, more than 550
children in Vail schools received
a weekly meal bag filled with

six meals, fruit, milk, and three
shacks. As the need continues to
grow in our community, we are
expanding the program to serve
650 children each week in the
2026/2027 school year.

This August, we’re asking our
community to join our Feed Their
Success campaign by sponsoring
a weekend meal bag for children
right here in Greater Vail.

Food insecurity doesn’t end when
the school bell rings on Friday.
For many children, weekends can
mean uncertainty about where

Pediatric Care Close to Home
in Vail and Rita Ranch!

At UCHC, we're here for your family with compassionate, pediatric care designed for busy parents.

Call today:
(520) 762-5200

uchcaz.org

thevailvoice.com

their next meal will come from.
Studies consistently show that
children with reliable access to
nutritious food are better able to
concentrate, attend school regu-
larly, and perform academically.
Every meal bag helps remove one
more barrier to a child’s success.

This program would not be possi-
ble without the generosity of our
community. We extend our heart-
felt thanks to Angel Charity for
Children, Tucson Electric Power,
Waste Management, Albertson’s
Companies Foundation, St. Ri-
ta’s Catholic Church, and Living
Branch Church for investing in lo-
cal children in 2026. Their support,
combined with the generosity of
individual donors like you, is help-
ing children build healthier futures.

As our program grows, so does
the need for community support.
A donation of just $40 provides
weekend meals for one child

for an entire month, while $480
sponsors a child for an entire

13299 E Colossal Cave Rd

Vail, AZ 85641

i Now welcoming

pediatric patients! Same-day

& appointments available.

iCuidado de salud para todas las edades!

Most insurance plans accepted
Ask about our Sliding Fee Discount Program

year. Arizona taxpayers may also
qualify for the Arizona Charitable
Tax Credit, allowing many donors
to direct their tax dollars to feeding
local children.

Together, we can help ensure

no child in our community has

to choose between hunger and
learning. Visit www.resourcesvail.
org/donate to make a gift and help
Feed Their Success, because
every meal is an investment in a
brighter future.

Callie Tippett is the Director of
Development & Community Out-
reach for Greater Vail Community
ReSources. She moved to Vail in
2002 and serves as a Governing
Board member Y.

in VUSD. She is ;
focused on sup-
porting children
and families in
Vail.

August 2026 13



Welcome Back to School.

Tina Evans Dr. Corinne Nawrocki
7th Grade Science at Desert Sky Middle School 8th Grade Science at Old Vail Middle School

For Tina Evans,
joining the Vail
School District as

a teacher is more
than a career move.
It is an opportunity
to give back to the
community that

After spending years caring
for patients as a family phy-
sician, Dr. Corinne Naw-
rocki is beginning a new
chapter, but this time in the
classroom.

Dr. Nawrocki, who recently

helped shape her. retired from medicine and
moved to the Vail area, dis-

As a Vail School covered a passion for educa-

District graduate tion after serving as a sub-

herself, Evans will stitute teacher throughout
teach seventh grade science at Desert Sky Middle School the district last school year.
this school year.

Dr. Nawrocki says as a substitute teacher, she woke up excited
While she has previously taught elsewhere, returning to to start another day in the classroom.
Vail feels like coming home.

“Iloved it and wanted more,” Dr. Nawrocki said. “So I got
Evans credits the experiences and educators she encoun- myself certified, and here I am in my first classroom.”
tered in Vail with inspiring her own path into education.
Although she never expected middle school to become her

“In a way, coming back to Vail to teach is a little like pay- calling, Dr. Nawrocki said her experience substituting across
ing it forward,” she said. “I had Vail teachers who put their multiple Vail schools helped her discover a love for working
heart and care into my education, and now I get to do the with eighth graders and her love for the Vail School District.

same for Vail students.”
“I am most excited about my students,” said Dr. Nawrocki. “If

As she begins her career in Vail, Evans said she is look- they understand they are lovable and capable they will go far.
ing forward to becoming part of the district’s close-knit I will work tirelessly to ensure they know that they are lovable
culture. and capable -- and so am I! And, we’ll build our learning of

science onto that foundation.”
“The community and support built here is immeasur-
able, and I am honored to be a part of it,” she said. “T have
watched Vail grow so much over the course of my life, and py
yet VUSD still holds true to its original small-community v _E_ I L Where Education i
values. Unified School District @ Community Effor

14 The Vail Voice To place an ad call: 520-490-0654



.. New Teacher Highlights

Michael Tate
Welding/Construction Teacher at Cienega High School

After more than 20 years in the con-
struction industry, Michael Tate is
beginning his first full year leading
the Construction/Welding program
at Cienega High School.

Tate joined the program last school
year after volunteering in the class-
room. When an opportunity opened
to assist the program, he stepped in
and eventually took over teaching
duties before being selected to lead
the program full time.

“I saw firsthand what CTE (Career and Technical Education) pro-
grams had done for my kids in this district,” Tate said. “While volun-
teering, I learned how much I enjoyed teaching, so I decided to jump
in head first.”

Tate has worked as a framer, contractor, inspector, and builder, in-
cluding helping construct Sycamore Elementary School. Most recent-
ly, he taught volunteers with Habitat for Humanity Tucson how to
repair and build homes.

“I want students to know the trades are a viable and respectable
career,” Tate said. “I'm excited to bring industry certifications to the
program so students can graduate with credentials that give them a
head start in their careers.”

This year, the program will focus on expanding industry certifications
and creating new work-based learning opportunities.

wailachonldislriol aro

thevailvoice.com

Kimberly Salazar Machiche
5th Grade at Acacia Elementary School

Kimberly Salazar
Machiche is begin-
ning a new chapter
as a fifth grade
teacher at Acacia
Elementary School
after relocating from
Douglas to join the
Vail School District.

Encouraged by fam-
ily members who
had already made
the move and after attending a Vail job fair with her
sister, Salazar said Vail quickly felt like home.

“Vail reminds me of Douglas in many ways,” she said.
“Even though it is not a small town, it has the feel of
one, which I love.”

Teaching has always been part of Salazar’s life. Com-
ing from a family of educators, she earned her bache-
lor’s degree from the University of Arizona and later a
master’s degree in reading from Grand Canyon Uni-
versity before teaching in Douglas.

As she begins her first year at Acacia, she is excited to
build new relationships with students and colleagues.

“I found my “why’ again,” she said. “I felt accepted,
encouraged and ready. I am truly thankful for the
opportunity Vail has given me and for helping me find
my purpose again.”

August 2026
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"VPS" continued from page 6

The other part of the box car was
the school room. A new desk had
been provided for the teacher:
seven double desks were pushed
against the wall on one side and
seven single desks on the other
side of the room, making provision
for 21 pupils in grades second to
seventh grades in the little ‘school
in the box car’. The other teacher,
Mrs. Stewart, taught over 40 stu-
dents in her first-grade class!

One group of children came in by
bus from Rita Station and Esmond
Station. Two boys rode horseback
from the Empire Mountains to the
south. When sharing her memo-
ries years later Miss Van Buskirk
remembered that one of these—"a
nice-looking lad—had never

had shoes on his feet.” Several
children, all from the same family,
came from the Rincon Valley to
the Vail school. She recalled that
“most of the children in the Rincon
Valley were Mexicans, though
there were a number of Americans

' Artificial Grass
Pavers & Patios
Landscapes

Irrigation

in the Rincon Valley group.” She
noted that among them was the
grandson of William Jennings
Bryan.

Miss Van Buskirk noted that , “We
all worked hard. You should have
heard the second-grade pupils
trying to catch up with the third
grade in reading. There were a
few cases requiring discipline.
Most of them were caused by the
children in each school bothering
the other building for most of them
never attended a two-room school
before and their curiosity never
ceased. “

...to be continued

J.J. Lamb is President & CEO of Vail
Preservation Society. A U of A gradu-
ate, her family has lived in Vall since
1971. She was -
named an Arizona
Culturekeeper

in 2011 and an
Arizona Friend of
the Humanities in
2020.

Maintenance S
Tractor Services B

LANHSE:APE

vaillandscapehuilders.cum

A Man Of The Soil LLC Company Est. 1974
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BUN DERS

ROC 349400 CR21

Preschool -
Math and Reading
Program

KUMON ~

LEARNING CENTERS

Enroll Now & iy
Save up to $80! QT"\‘\
Turn ‘Tc thic right?””

into “7 got thic!”

520-477-4994

105 S Houghton Rd,
Suite 167

¥ 4
7T .
& T |
|
*Enrcll between May 1 - June 30, 2026, 1'
‘o walve the Registration Fee of up to $80.

Newest Self StoragV
Facility in Rincon Valley

RINCON
VALLEY
SUPER
STORAGE

1)
A

BESIDAM
PLUMBING LLC
We Are Here For

| Every DAM Time.

RELIABLE AND PROFESSIONAL
PLUMBING SERVICES AT A LOWER COSk&

"John Carruth" cont. from page 3

about new programs or teachers.
Nor is it a new tax. It is about
maintaining the quality programs
in Vail that have contributed to the
success of children in our commu-
nity for decades.

I’'m continually grateful for a com-
munity that enables our students
to be taught and trained by the
remarkable educators VUSD en-
joys. Our teachers love to inspire
the next generation. And they love
partnering with you, as parents
and community members, in a
place where “Education Is a Com-
munity Effort.”

John Carruth began his service

to Vail in 1995. He has held many
roles since and is deeply honored
to now serve as Superintendent.
He and his wife life in Vail and
are the proud parents of two Vail
graduates.

ARIZONA

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
1700 W. WASHINGTON STREET, STE. H
PHOENIX, ARIZONA 85007-2844

LAND, AGRICULTURE & RURAL AFFAIRS

GAIL GRIFFIN
MEMBER, DISTRICT 19

CHAIRMAN, NATURAL RESOURCES
ENERGY & WATER
VICE CHAIRMAN, RULES

CAPITOL: (602) 926-5895
TOLL FREE: 1(800) 352-8404

geriffin@azleg.gov

To place an ad call: 520-490-0654



Ty cso.,_N 1® Academy Villas

< \ A\ Assisted Living and Memory Care
Llwng Well w:th Ass:stance

CHORUS

the flame
we share

Now Enrolling! . adule a FREE

Eastside Location rehearsall .
begins August 5 :
Ladybugs Choi ’ L . .
s 23 _ A warm, intimate community offering
(grla = ) _ e e B - 3 compassionate care in a peaceful desert setting.
Hum(mlnﬁblrfs;hmr B % TR ol Now welcoming new residents.
gadesds) = [rrER gt g |
Scholarships & O[5 i' S tucsongirlschorus.org 13775 E Langtry Lane, Tucson, Az. 85747
e (B20R7-6064 (520) 647-7500 | academyvillas.org
£ 1 JINNEN|

MENUS BANNERS

PR ESS 7 M —. '”Wﬂﬂ;-ﬂugnnun

MEDIA SOLUTIONS
WALLPAPER

CizF EivE DUCKPRESS.COM ERAMES  TOREFRONT VWYL
w4 4633 E BROADWAY BLVD. J! m

WECANPRINT = -™-
JUST ABUUE B =

o Complete Inspec’uon Report
f Condensate Line Flushing
 Condenser Coil Cleaning

i

REALESTATE SIGNS  AND MUCH MORE

AND WE'RE Rl[i:I-IT AROUND THE CORNER

Licensed « Bonded « Insured « ROC #357724

= Veteran Owned
Proudr‘yser;!iﬁg 'Vaﬂ & Eofona de Tussﬁn, with fast, reﬁagfé serwce across Sourhern Arizona. ¢ )
Ask FORDOMINICK. A VAIL RESIDENT & GENERAL MANAGER AT DUCK PRESSMEDIA.
520'878'7357 o Ca" or TeXt to SCthUle DIAL520.795.1700 EXT. 7116 oremai DOMINICK@DUCKPRESS.COM. ;
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Climate
Review

e

A Look Back

March - May and Full
Spring Climate Report

For the individual Spring months
and the entire Spring season,
please see the data below. All
temperature data is from the Tucson
Airport.

March was incredibly warm, with
four 100+ degree days. No previous
March (since data started in the
1880s) had 100-degree tempera-

tures. This year, we had four. April
2026 had zero and May only had
two. Wow.

At the time of this writing, in late
July, the monsoon is in full swing. |
will report on that in the fall. So far,
some areas have done very well,
while others have not.

John Simpson
has lived in
Tucson for 38
years and Vail
for 22. John
has a mas-
ter's degree in
Atmospheric

7 r’gi_ﬁ're»

Physics from
the U of A. He loves exploring the out-
doors with his family and photographing
the outdoors.

: .-.\\\

Greater Vail Area Chamber of Commerce
Influencing Vail's Future

"To enhance growth opportunities and advance economic
development in the Greater Vail Area."

13105 E Colossal Cave Rd | Vail, AZ 85641 | 520.261.8245

New Members

VAIWAQEA [ -

SECOND“;\NNUAL Tucson
s TP —= - - o — . ,
&QL_@ EN SPIKE  : oot
EX 7TA T T
AWARDS

2 h s Ré?rsé’\fﬁ'ﬁ Members
NOMINATIONS
OPEN UNTIL

e Arizona Hearing
AUGUST 10" 4

Specialists
Help us recognize outstanding 3

Chiricahua Community
Health Centers
Budget Blinds of East

. « Stoney Hill Construction
. « Sidewinder Plumbing
o Jill Pilling - Long Realty
] « Epstein Construction
businesses and “ e AAA Landscape
t-onr)lliuli'!': .fend(’rs. ; o Trico Electric
GREATERVAILCHAMBER.CO Cooperative, Inc.

GREATE,

VAIR\VAREA

greatervailchamber.com

March 2026 Stats Month | Average | Difference | Historical Ranking
Average High Temperature 88.1 75.8 +12.3 Warmest Ever
Average Low Temperature 56.0 48.0 +8.0 Warmest Ever
Average Temperature 721 61.9 +10.2 Warmest Ever

My Home Rainfall (Central Del Lago, 0.18” 0.59” -0.41” 4t Driest (Tied) — Past 15
Vail) yrs

Tucson Airport Rainfall (Inches) 0.27" 0.56” -0.29” 40" Driest (Tied)
April 2026 Stats Month | Average | Difference | Historical Ranking
Average High Temperature 85.2 82.9 +2.3 23 Warmest
Average Low Temperature 58.6 53.3 +5.3 Warmest Ever
Average Temperature 71.9 68.1 +3.8 3rd Warmest (Tied)
My Home Rainfall (Central Del Lago, 0.01” 0.20” -0.19” 5t Driest — Past 15 yrs
Vail)

Tucson Airport Rainfall (Inches) Trace 0.24” -0.24” 15t Driest (Tied)

May 2026 Stats Month | Average | Difference | Historical Ranking
Average High Temperature 91.3 91.8 -0.5 55t Warmest (Tied)
Average Low Temperature 63.1 61.8 +1.3 11 Warmest
Average Temperature 77.2 76.8 +0.4 25% Warmest (Tied)
My Home Rainfall (Central Del Lago, 0.18” 0.05” +0.13” 2" Wettest — Past 16 yrs
Vail)

Tucson Airport Rainfall (Inches) 0.40” 0.20” +0.20” 29t Wettest

Full Spring Stats (March-May) Month Average | Difference | Historical Ranking
Average High Temperature 88.2 83.5 +4.7 2" Warmest

Average Low Temperature 59.2 54.3 +4.9 Warmest Ever
Average Temperature 73.7 68.9 +4.8 Warmest Ever

My Home (Central Del Lago, Vail) 0.37 0.85 -0.48” 5t Driest — Past 15 yrs
Tucson Airport Rainfall (Inches) 0.67” 1.00” -0.33” 52" Driest

18 The Vail Voice

The Academy of Tucson

Looking for an A-Rated, tuition free, college-prep,
K-12 school for your child?

Come see about the Academy of Tucson!

Middle School
7310 E 22nd St
(520) 749-1413

Elementary School
9209 E Wrightstown Rd
(520) 886-6076

High School
10720 E 22nd St
(520) 733-0096

Tuition free public charter schools e Founded in 1986 e Chartered in 1999
Fully accredited since 1990 e Small class sizes ® College-preparatory curriculum
Art, music, performing arts, PE, technology electives
Extracurricular activities including sports and clubs ¢ 100% Graduation rate
Earn college credit while still in high school

To place an ad call: 520-490-0654
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No matter your age, maintaining good vision is essential to
keeping you active.

From routine eye exams to advanced medical and surgical care,
our compassionate team of ophthalmologists, optometrists, and
opticians are dedicated to keeping your eyes healthy and your
vision at its best.

With three convenient locations, including TMC Rincon Health
Campus, high-quality eye care is always close to home.

Schedule an appointment today to ensure good vision remains
part of your active lifestyle!

a®

Call Now!

Receive a FREE inspection
and this great offer.

DESERT-EYE

V-

(520) 327-5677
DesertEye.net

Request an appointment
with Dr. Burrel at the
TMC Rincon Health Campus:
10350 E Drexel Rd, Suite 230

Or at one of these locations:
MO0 N El Dorado Place, Tucson

1150 S Calle de las Casitas,
Suite 150, Green Valley

Prior to your visit, please call
the office to ensure we are in your
insurance network or vision plan.

800 - GO * TRULY
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Flying Ants vs. Termites in
Vail: How to Tell
the Difference

After a summer monsoon, many
Vail homeowners notice swarms
of winged insects and wonder: Are
they ants or termites? While they
look similar, the difference is im-
portant. Flying ants are usually a
nuisance, while termite swarmers
can signal a destructive infesta-
tion.

Three Ways to Tell Them Apart:

1. Waist — Flying ants have a
narrow, pinched waist. Termites
have a broad, straight body with
no defined waist.

2. Antennae — Flying ants have
bent, or "elbowed,"” antennae. Ter-
mites have straight antennae.

3. Wings — Flying ants have two
pairs of wings, with the front pair
longer than the back. Termites

have two pairs of equal-length
wings that extend well beyond
their body.

If you spot a swarm, don't ignore
it. While flying ants rarely threat-
en your home, termite swarmers
indicate a mature colony may

be nearby. An inspection by a
licensed professional can deter-
mine what you're dealing with and
whether treatment is needed.

For help identifying flying ants,
termites—or any other pest—call
Bill's Home Service at (520) 346-
4564 or visit BillsHomeService.
com.

I/\
BILL'SHOME
SERVICE COMPANY
TERMITE & PEST CONTROL

Pest Control - Weed Control - Termite Service - Home Inspections

L

Save $25 on a new annual pest control agreement.

Get your coupon.
Scan QR code or

=~
BILL'SHOME

| visit bit.ly/4dOa6Ae
(520) 346-4564

Family-owned & community trusted since 1964.
PMD Lic. #4320

SERVICE COMPANY
TERMITE & PEST CONTROL

billshomeservice.com

VAL CHORALE
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Singers! The Vail Chorale
Welcomes You to the Fall
2026 Season!

The Vail Chorale is celebrating 15
years of sharing music with our
community, and we welcome you
to be part of this special anniver-
sary season. We are excited to
invite new and returning singers
to join us! Together, we'll revisit
favorite selections from seasons
past, featuring music from Broad-
way, the movies, spirituals, tradi-
tional choral repertoire, classical
masterworks, and a touch of jazz.
Former directors will return to join
in the celebration, making this a
memorable season honoring our
rich musical history.

The Vail Chorale, a 501(c)(3) non-
profit organization, is the Greater
Vail Area’s inter-generational,
non-auditioned community chorus.
Since its founding in 2011, the
Chorale has delighted Vail-area
audiences with free Spring and
Fall concerts each year. We warm-
ly welcome anyone who enjoys
singing in four-part harmony to
join the Chorale as we celebrate
15 years of music, friendship, and
community. We are always look-
ing to expand our tenor and bass
sections in particular, and enjoy
welcoming both male and female
tenors!

The Fall 2026 season will begin
on August 18th at Cienega High
School, 12775 East Mary Ann
Cleveland Way, Room 218, from
6:30 p.m. — 8:45 p.m. Registration
will begin at 6:30 p.m. followed by
first rehearsal. Weekly rehearsals
will continue every Tuesday eve-
ning, 6:45 p.m. — 8:45 p.m., from
"Vail Chorale"
continued on page 25

The Vail Chorale is

TUESDAY REHEARSALS
Beginning August 18, 2026

6:45-8:45p.m. Y
Website:

at Cienega HS
https://thevailchorale.org

a non-auditioned

community
chorus open to
anyone 18 years

thevailchorale@gmail.com

20 The Vail Voice
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Every Thursday, 7 p.m.

Vail Al-Anon Family Group Meeting at
St. Rita in the Desert Church, 13260
E. Colossal Cave Rd. A fellowship

of relatives and friends of alcoholics
who come together for mutual help.
Families, friends and observers are
welcome. al-anon.org.

Every Friday, 6 p.m.

Celebrate Recovery meeting at
Empire High School Library, 10701 E
Mary Ann Cleveland Way. A fellow-
ship for those dealing with any type
of hurts, hang-ups and habits that are
controlling their lives. Age 18 +.

Every Sunday, 11 a.m.

Desert Skies United Methodist Church
worship service. Great Room 13715
E. Langtry Ln. ASA building.

Everyone is welcome.

Every Tuesday, 9-11 AM

New Beginnings Community Church
Women's Bible Study. A Study of 2
Corinthians. 16540 South Houghton
Rd. Corona de Tucson, AZ 85741.
cdtbchurch28@gmail.com

During June, July and August the
Art Gallery at the Arizona Senior
Academy will exhibit student artwork
from ASA Art Classes. A reception
will be held Tuesday, June 2, at 5 p.m.
and the public is invited. Located in
the ASA Building lobby, the gallery is
open from 9:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. week-
days and during ASA events.

Mon, Aug. 3, 3 p.m.

ASA*: Lecture by Elizabeth Schauer,
Professor of Music and Director of
Choral Activities at the U of A School
of Music, “Musica Femina: Celebrat-
ing the Music of Women Compos-
ers.” Dr. Schauer will provide a brief
introduction to ten outstanding female
composers and share sample record-
ings of their engaging works.

Beginning August 5

Enrollment begins for 2026-2027 Sea-
son at Tucson Girls Chorus, Eastside
Location. Ladybugs Choir (grades
2-3), Hummingbirds Choir (grades
4-5). Scholarships available. tucson-
girlschorus.org, (520) 577-6064

Fri, Aug. 7, Doors Open 6:30 p.m.
El Casino Ballroom 13th Annual
House Rockin' Blues Review Benefit

thevailvoice.com

Concert: The Paladins with special
guest Alex Flores plus The Xcelera-
tors featuring Ken Saydak. Tickets:
$25 advance for KXCI Members, $30
advance general, $35 door. Limited
Individual Reserved Seating: $75.
Limited Reserved High-Tops for 4
people: $320.

Fri, Aug. 7, 11:30 a.m.

ASA* Concert: The McCallion Family
Band returns with sister/brother Nan-
cy & Neil McCallion, Nancy's husband
Danny Krieger, and good friend,
drummer Les Merrihew, for rockin'
Americana and originals that look
back on lives fully lived.

Tues, Aug. 11, 11:30 a.m.

ASA* Concert: The Tucsonics are Ari-
zona's favorite Western Swing band,
playing tunes from the 30's through
50's - Bob Wills, Spade Cooley, Gene
Autry and more - with fiddler Nick
Coventry, console steel player Alvin
Blaine, guitarist Matt Mitchell, upright
bassist Evan Dain, and drummer Fred
Hayes.

Tues, Aug. 11, 3 p.m.

ASA*: Lecture by Dr. Julie Armstrong,
President, Asian Medicine Acupunc-
turists of Arizona, “A Journey to
Health Through Asian Medicine.” Dr.
Armstrong will discuss Asian medical
practices and how their integration of
natural world experiences and human
experiences influence an individual's
health.

Sat. Aug 15 9:30 - 5:30 pm.
Covena Pointe at Rocking K Grand
Opening

Mon, Aug. 17, 3 p.m.
ASA*: Lecture TBA.

Tues, Aug. 18,5 p.m. - 7 p.m.
Community Meeting — SEAC of Pima
County. Topic: Development in South
East Pima County. Esmond Station —
Anne Gibson Public Library
Everyone Welcome or view live at:
facebook.com/thevailvoice/
Additional Information:
info@seacpimacounty.org

Tuesdays, Aug. 18, 25 & Sept. 1,

8, 6:45 -8:45 p.m. The Vail Chorale
weekly rehearsal at Cienega High
School, 12775 East Mary Ann Cleve-

land Way, Room 218. For more infor-
mation, visit www.thevailchorale.org
or contact thevailchorale@gmail.com.

Fri, Aug. 21, 11:30 a.m.

ASA Concert: Tucson-based duo
"Rosewood & Ivory" pairs Tucson
Symphony principal percussionist
Trevor Barroero and pianist/vocal-

ist Kathryn Lieppman, performing
contemporary works for marimba and
piano, a marimba & voice duet, and a
novelty ragtime medley of xylophone
tunes re-imagined for marimba and
piano.

Mon, Aug. 24, 3 p.m.

ASA*: Lecture by Allison Kries:
Co-Director, La Tierra del Jaguar,
“Regenerating Nature & Community:
The Future of Conservation in Sono-
ra.” The speaker shares the organi-
zation’s vision of community-centered
conservation, focusing on regenera-
tive practices and empowering rural
communities to support wildlife.

Fri, Aug. 28, 11:30 a.m.

ASA Concert: Percussionist Homero
Ceron returns to the ASA for a solo
program, "All Alone by the Vibra-
phone," playing an eclectic program
of music by Bach, Schubert, Debussy,
Richard Rodgers, Victor Young and
others, including some originals.

Thurs, Sept. 3, 7 p.m.

ASA Concert: The University of Arizo-
na's newest faculty wind quintet, the
Arizona Reed Quintet, features Sara
Fraker (oboe), Jackie Glazier (clari-
net), Edward Goodman (saxophone),
Daniel Becker (bass clarinet) and
Marissa Olegario (bassoon), reprising
their inaugural program featuring mu-
sic by Renaissance master Josquin
des Prez and contemporary innova-
tors Becky Turro, Octavio Vazquez
and Jeff Scott.

Fri, Sept. 11, 18 & 25 at 9 a.m.
Senior Cheer Camp! Enjoy low-im-
pact aerobic classes with pom-poms.
Active aging individuals aged 55 and
above. 14893 E Colossal Cave Rd.

Beginning September 14, 2nd and
4th Monday, PAL (Parents of Addict-
ed Loved Ones) meet in Academy
Village. For more information go to
palgroup.org or call 520-258-9583

Sat, Sept. 19 10 a.m. - 1 p.m.

5th Annual Constitution Day Cele-
bration with First Annual Founders
Costume Contest & Parade. Cienega
High School. Free Admission. Email:
csladypatriots@gmail.com | text: 52-
661-6431

*ASA. The Arizona Senior Academy
**V/PS. The Vail Preservation Society
***TVC The Vail Chorale. - TVC Events
are at Cienega High School, 12775 East
Mary Ann Cleveland Way, Room 218. Visit
www.thevailchorale.org for Registration
Form and more information, or contact
thevailchorale@gmail.com.

Have an Event?

Send your event to events@
thevailvoice.com and be sure to
include the DD, Month, Time a.m.
or p.m. plus the Title of the Event
and the Location. Include a con-
tact or web address for additinal
information on your event. Events
must be received before the 20th
of each month prior to publication.
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BUSINESS and PROFESSIONAL SERVICES

CLEANING SERVICES

2 Guys & A Sponge - Window Cleaning:
Interior Exterior Window Cleaning. Screens,
Tracks, Mirrors. Licensed, Insured. Prices that
won'’t leave a streak! Ask about our Specials!
Tyler 520-260-6360.

Let Maid 4 U Do Your Dirty Work. Residential
Cleaning. Serving Vail and Tucson for over

30 years. Fully insured, bonded and provide
workman's compensation. Mention this ad
and receive $10 off first cleaning. Call Kris
520-647-0929 (Vail). Call Kim 520-336-7509
(Tucson)

Peachy Does It Maid Service: We offer weekly,
bi-weekly, tri-weekly, monthly and move-outs.
We service Vail, Benson, Green Valley, Sahuarita
and Tucson. We have been keeping homes
Peachy Clean for over 35 years. Free Estimates.

I you want your home cleaned the right way; call
Peachy, Does It Maid Service 520-305-1289.

4 bed / 2 bath remodeled 2,180 sf single-
story, split floorplan, V4 acre large corner lot
w/ spa pool in Rita Ranch $2,475 per month
contact@apexax.com or call 520-414-4313

HANDYMAN

Above Handy Services. Tucson licensed
handyman services for home repairs,

installs, doors, drywall, painting, minor
plumbing, minor electrical, maintenance, and
improvement projects. Quick, Clean, Done
Right. 520-395-7836 aboveazhandy.com
dcnoperi@aboveazhandy.com ROC#365-336

Handyman No job too small. Painting exterior
and interior, roofs, stucco, sheet rock, doors,
woodwork, wooden shelves, hauling. Call Mike
at 520-262-5258

Beck's Handyworks - 20 yrs. Experience.
New & old construction. Electrical, Plumbing,
Drywall & more. Reasonable, Reliable,
Excellent references. Work guaranteed. Senior
& Military discounts. Call Joe 520-449-9587.

Loren's Handyman and Painting Services.
Painting, Drywall repair, tile setting, wood
laminate floor install, minor bathroom
remodel, minor plumbing repairs, misc.
house repairs. Call or text: 520-912-5055

22 The Vail Voice

Civano Exercise Studio Stretch+Strength,
Pilates & Aerobics weekday classes (in-
studio & Zoom). New Yoga classes (weekday,
evening & weekend). See www.tucsonstretch.
com, contact Susan 520-270-4440 or
tucsonstretch2@gmail.com. In Civano Center,
10501 E.Seven Generations #108.

HEALTH SERVICES

Understanding Blocks to Success: Healing
From Within Series @ Vail Community
Center, 13105 E. Colossal Cave Rd. Vail, AZ
85641. Aug.12 from 5-6:30 p.m. Cost: Free.
By Dr. Dennis Ondrejka. Learn what can block
your future success, and why you have failures
in healthy change. Learn two tools to stop
any anger you have or how to make conflict
disappear. www.dennisondrejka.com

HOME SERVICES

Tucson Grill Cleaning: for professional

BBQ grill cleaning/skilled repairs/pack-rat
solutions & seamless installations. Local/
award-winning/BBB accredited & 10+ years
strong. Book online for $10 off any service

@ TucsonGrillCleaning.com, or call 520-245-
7967 For A Clean Grill Of Health. Residential/
commercial.

Bender Information Technology Services,
LLC - Computer need a fix? Better call
B.LT.S. - Bender L.T. Services. Local, friendly,
and reliable. Exceptional residential and
small business LT. services. In-home or
remote, 24/7. www.benderlTservices.com
Call 520-200-7415

House Cleaning, Petsitting, Assisted Home
Living, Plant Care, Organizing Plus
Excellent Refs, 25 + yrs exp. 928-308-6560

PERSONAL SERVICES

Christian lady seeking a Christian family to
do live in nanny or helper exchange room
board has small dog willing to relocate.
Call Jackie 520-246-6153.

Nanny/Babysitting Services

| provide individualized childcare services
from my home in Rancho Del Lago. Great
references and reasonable pricing, warm
family-like atmosphere. | can be reached at
520-834-6611.

Violin Lessons: Private instruction for
beginner and intermediate players. Lessons
tailored to your skill level and goals, offered

at a pace that works for you. Now accepting
students in the Vail and Sahuarita area. Call to
schedule a consultation: 816-255-9805

STORAGE

Industrial Rental Yards East - Fenced,
Gated. Onsite Security Locking Metal
Shipping Containers monthly, quarterly,
yearly leases Utilities, Facilities Maintained
520-271-1854 6775 East Littletown Rd

- littletownenterprises@aol.com.

YARD WORK

Landscaping by J & E - Quality landscaping
at an affordable price. Best "contract
free"maintenance plans starting at $60 per
month. Free estimates! Referrals available! Call
today! 520-250-9913 Insured.

Jay's Landscaping. Free Estimates. Yard
Maintenance. Weeds and Spraying. Vail
Resident. Call 520-445-2507

Junior's yard & Tree Services - Specializing
in - Yard & acreage clean up & brush removal

- Cactus and Pack Rat Nest Removal - Tree
Trimming and Tree Removal - Palm - Mesquite
- Pine & Saguaro. Call or text me Jeremiah

@ 520 697 0216 "I will make your place look
fantastic" Jeremiah W.L. Patten.

Sprinkler & Drip Irrigation Repairs -
Irrigation Repair Specialists, System Check-
Ups, Valves, Heads, Timers, Leak Detection,
Sprinkler & Drip Irrigation Maintenance,
Troubleshooting & Repairs, Wiring & Low
Pressure Problems .30+ Years of Quality
Service Call 520.306.2900

Classified Ad Rates: $50 for up to 30 words. $1 additional for each word thereafter.
Business Name will be Bolded. Additional Bolding ($1 per word) is now available. No ALL
CAPS or graphics, please. Ad copy is due by the 10th of the month for publication the
following month. To place a classified ad, send an email to: classifieds@TheVailVoice.com.

Sunrise Irrigation Since 1984. Owner Tom
Daniels. Specialists in installations, repairs, and
troubleshooting of sprinkler and drip systems.
Email: lindycm@msn.com Phone: 520 882-
9929. Licensed and Insured.

Wild Terrain Landscaping: Experienced,
Reliable and Affordable. Weeding, cleaning,
trimming, gravel. Junk removal/hauling,
irrigation installs & service, pre and post
emergent spray...and more! Call Eduardo:
520-396-8449. Free Estimates!

AZ Lantanas
Landscaping

(520) 288-1271

Yard Maintenance

Tree Trimming

Initial and Monthly Service
Rock Installation

Weed Control

10% Military & Veterans
Discount and Much More.....

Free Estimates!!!
Owner: Juan Gastelum

1/16 Page Ad
Space Available

Advertise Here!
Contact Sales:

Sales@TheVailVoice.com
(520) 490-0654

" VAILVOICE | thevailvoice.com

To place an ad call: 520-490-0654
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Game Time ! DIRECTIONS: Place a number in the empty boxes in such a way that each row .
across, each column down and each 9-box square contains all of the numbers from one to nine. Rea dy to rEtI re ?
Do you have a plan in place?
157 L t’y talk i °
et s talk.
Sudoku o _ _
Fee Only Fiduciary, | act in your best interest.
To learn more, call B;aod;;ggegr, A
. 480-330-487
Brad Slnger tOday Brad@VailFinancialAdvisors.com
at 480'330'4878 www.VailFinancialAdvisors.com g&
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Why Are So Many Peoyle
Talkmg About EMDR?

EMDR is a research-supported
therapy helping people heal from
trauma, anxiety, and distressing
life experiences.

Many people find that difficult
experiences don't simply fade
with time. Trauma, anxiety, grief,
or overwhelming life events can
continue to affect emotions, rela-
tionships, sleep, and daily life long
after they occur.

That's one reason Eye Movement
Desensitization and Reprocessing
(EMDR) has received growing
attention. Although EMDR has
been used by trained therapists
for decades, more people are
discovering this evidence-based
therapy as an effective way to
help the brain process distressing
memoaries so they no longer carry
the same emotional weight.

EMDR has been shown to help
individuals experiencing trauma,
PTSD, anxiety, panic, grief, pho-
bias, and other distressing life ex-
periences. Every person's journey
is different, so treatment is individ-
ualized and provided only after a
careful clinical assessment.

Elizabeth DeVries, LPC, provides
EMDR therapy at Mindful Vision
Counseling, helping adolescents
and adults process trauma, anxi-
ety, and other distressing life ex-
periences using evidence-based
care.

mindful vision
counseling

L )
! v
EMDR-certified
call today for your free consultation
www.mindfulvisioncounseling.com

860.249.1720

thevailvoice.com

FOUNDATION

“Supporting Positive Experi

A heartfelt thank you to Long Re-
alty Cares Foundation, Post Net,
and Safeway for renewing your
support of the Vail School Dis-
trict Foundation! Your continued
generosity helps fund classroom
grants, student scholarships, and
opportunities that make a lasting
difference. We're so grateful to
have you as part of our Founda-
tion family.

Want to help our teachers bring
great ideas to life? Scan the QR
code to support the Vail School
District Foundation and help fund
classroom grants that inspire
learning, creativity, and student
success. Every gift makes a differ-
ence!

[ONG

REALTY

SAFEWAY.

POSTNET

Foundation

"Vail Chorale"

continued from page 20
August 25th through November
10th. The Fall 2026 concerts are
scheduled for Saturday November
14th and Sunday November 15th
at 3:00 p.m. Invite your family and
friends!

For registration information or for
any questions, visit us online at
www.thevailchorale.org or contact
thevailchorale@gmail.com. We
look forward to singing with you!

By Leslie Nitzberg and Martie
Maierhauser

Vall AZ 85641

"Skyward" continued from page 8

Grampa’s painting does not show
it, the artist has many evening
pond paintings that do. To add to
his selenographic love, | offer a
lunar map | created in 1964 (I was
16 then) out of a Sky & Telescope
lunar map that included numbered
craters and lettered mountain
ranges. My completion of the map
on July 26, 1964, by the way, led
a few weeks later to amateur as-
tronomer David Zackon’s lending
me his 8-inch /7 reflector (which

| named Pegasus). Dad later
purchased the telescope from him,
and on 11 October 1987 | discov-
ered my third comet, C/1987 T1,
with it.

| will probably never know if Daub-
igny was the artist who painted
the pond, or if it was another artist
with a similar style. But | do know
that there is a connection between
me and the artist in that we both
thoroughly enjoy the Moon. He
loved painting it, just as | relish the
tens of thousands of happy guises
| have caught over more than half
a century of moongazing. By far
the easiest thing in the sky to find
with almost any telescope, the
Moon never disappoints. Just as it
is a place on which twelve people
have hiked and countless space-
craft have explored, it thoroughly
rewards anyone who takes a few
moments to take a deep breath,
open an eye, and appreciate the
splendor of the Moon’s soft, com-
manding, and enchanted luster.

David H Levy is arguably one of the
most famous amateur astronomers
of our time. He has written over
three dozen books. Among David’s
accomplishments
are 23 comet
discoveries, the
most famous
being Shoemak-
er-Levy 9 which
collided with
Jupiter.
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SEAC Update August 2026

The South East Area Council of
Pima County aka SEAC of Pima
County Expansion and Mainte-
nance of Infrastructure Commit-
tee includes development, public
safety, transportation, and envi-
ronmental factors affecting south
east Pima County. Following find a
summary of each sub-committee.

Development: As new develop-
ments (residential and business)
become known to the committee,
information concerning the de-
velopments is forwarded to the
community via Facebook, email,
the website and the SEAC of Pima
County website. Additionally topics
that may have impact on the com-
munity are presented at commu-
nity meetings, which are held the
third Tuesday of the month and
may be attended in person or live
at https://www.facebook.com/the-
vailvoice/

Transportation: The transporta-
tion committee keeps abreast of
transportation via bike, walking
paths, public methods and person-
al autos and brings the information
forward to the community. SEAC
works with residents to assist

in resolving concerns. Contact
infor@seacpimacounty.org for
assistance.

Public Safety: Public safety af-
fects residents through our first
responders in law enforcement,
emergency medical and fire
services. The services provided
by these organizations relate to
quality of life. SEAC works to com-
municate with members of safety
entities and the community.

Environmental Resources: Issue
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affecting water, air, mining, waste-
water, wild life crossings/habitat
and other natural resources affect-
ing our ability to live in the desert
are considered by this sub-com-
mittee.

Interested in working on any of
these topics? Complete an appli-
cation at www.seacpimacounty.
org/. SEAC is a nonpartisan group
providing opportunities for resi-
dents to exchange ideas and work
for quality of life in south east
Pima County.

By Carol A. Wagner Williams
info@seacpimacounty.org

CO2 Laser Surgery
Digital Radiology

- Internal Medicine

~ Dentistry

Cold Laser Therapy
Microchipping

Puppy & Kitten Packages

Excellent Care for Excellent Pets!

maderavetcom | V

(520) 574-3700 76615, Houghton Roaa

Painting @
Gastéelum
Juan

(520) 571-3722

Free Estimates | Low Prices

@Wg Your Home with
PROFESSIONAL & DEPENDABLE LANDSCAPING
AT AN AFFORDALE PRICE.

Landscape installations, One time clean ups,

Irrigation system installs, landscape lighting &
Irrigation repairs

920.326.7209

WWwWw.sonoranscapesinc.com

et
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Servicing Tucson & Surrounding areas since 2000 ROC#256984

(®ooroo

Auto Repair With Heart

OOROO Auto is proud to join the Vail community!
Locally owned and operated, OOROO provides expert
car repair and maintenance

For a limited time: Take $25 or 10% off your next service.

(520) 394-8394 | Monday-Friday: 7:30am-5:30pm
10508 E Old Vail Rd (next to Hotrods)

S
Arizona Daily Star oBB

oorooauto.com

AZ DAILY STAR
READERS FAVORITE

SOUTHERN ARIZOMA TORCH AWARD

ETHICS & CUSTOMER EXCELLENCE

To place an ad call: 520-490-0654



What

A first checking account is a
milestone for teens and a valuable
teaching opportunity for parents.

It gives young people a place to
manage a paycheck, make every-
day purchases and begin learning
what financial independence looks
like.

The account matters, but so does
the guidance that comes with it.
Parents can use this step to give
teens room to make decisions
while staying close enough to help
when questions come up.

Start With an Account That
Keeps Things Simple

Ateen’s first account should be
easy to understand and affordable
to maintain. Before opening one,
review monthly fees, minimum bal-
ance requirements, ATM access
and overdraft policies.

Hughes Federal Credit Union’s
Free Checking has no monthly
maintenance fee or minimum bal-
ance requirement. It also includes
a Visa® debit card and access to
mobile banking and money-man-
agement tools, giving young mem-
bers practical ways to keep an eye
on their money as they learn.

During the first few months, sit
down together and review the
account. Show your teen how to
check a balance, identify pending
transactions and understand why
the amount displayed may not
include every restaurant tip, sub-
scription or automatic payment.

Turn Digital Tools Into Teach-
able Moments

thevailvoice.com

Parents Should Look forin _
" a Teen’s First Checking Account .

Purchase notifications and
low-balance alerts can make ev-
eryday spending easier to under-
stand. Rather than waiting until
the end of the month, families can
talk about choices while they are
still fresh.

Ask whether a purchase was
planned and what expenses are
coming up. Over time, teens can
take greater ownership of these
check-ins and begin anticipating
what their money needs to cover.

Mobile banking also gives them
experience with tasks they will
eventually manage alone, such
as depositing checks, transferring
money and reviewing account
activity.

Talk About Debit Card Safety

Afirst debit card often feels like
freedom, but it comes with respon-
sibility. Teens should know how to
protect their PIN and password,
recognize suspicious messages
and avoid sharing verification
codes.

Parents should also show them
what to do if the card is lost or

an unfamiliar purchase appears.
Knowing how to respond can help
a teen feel more confident and
keep a small issue from becoming
a bigger one.

Connect Checking With Saving

Checking should not be taught

in isolation. Encourage your teen
to move part of each paycheck,
allowance or cash gift into savings
before deciding what to spend.

Hughes offers youth member-
ships that can include checking
and savings, making it easier to
separate everyday spending from
longer-term goals. Whether your
teen is saving for a car, college ex-
penses or concert tickets, the goal
itself matters less than building the
habit.

Leave Room for Small Mistakes

Parents may be tempted to pre-
vent every poor decision, but a
few low-stakes mistakes can be
effective teachers. Spending too
much on takeout and having to
wait until payday is frustrating, but

it makes budgeting feel real.

The right first checking account
gives teens a safe place to prac-
tice. Hughes can help families get
started with straightforward check-
ing and savings options, along
with tools young members can
continue using as their confidence
grows. Learn more at HughesF-
CU.org.
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Start your
Wildcat Journey

with KIDCATS!

The official kids club for Wildcat fans 12 and under.

Start a Hughes Youth Account with a $5 deposit
and receive a FREE KidCats membership!
KidCats receive free tickets to select Arizona
Athletics games, a swag bag, and access to
exclusive KidCats experiences.

HughesFCU.org/KidCats
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