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A New Fire Station is Coming to Vail

FREE

The Rincon Valley Fire District
(RVFD) currently serves about
22,500 and is growing. The ser-
vice area has also expanded, due
to the many new housing devel-
opments. The new Station 293
will be located on Colossal Cave
Rd and Del Lago Rd and will join
Stations 291 on Camino Loma
Alta and 292 on Ranch Sands
Rd. Community safety is always
upmost in Fire Chief Jim Tucker's
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mind. The new station will not be
subject to potential railroad block-
ages because it will be located on
the north side of the tracks, and
will therefore reduce response
times significantly. Chief Tuck-

er says the new station will also
be about 11,000 sq.ft. in size. In
addition to the new station, signif-
icant renovations will be occurring
at the station located on Camino
Loma Alta (CLA). That location

will house education and training
for firefighters, with an eye toward
future expansion as well. "We
want to make that one a dual sta-
tion where it would be our training
facility and also a small fire sta-
tion. We don't want to increase
our response times by closing that
station. We are looking at future
expansion..in 10 plus years."

"Headline Story" cont. on page 16
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Designed by Nature

The Nature of

days. Enjoy nighttime stargazing. Make new friends
enjoying live music from local bands in the park.

Explore 17 model homes and 80 floorplans with
special incentives on move-in ready homes and
luxury rental residences .
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Summer Living

Start your 2026 summer at Rocking K in the Rincon Valley. Our
summers are hot and fun! Live in new homes built with our
climate and energy efficiency in mind. Check out Rocking K
ENERGY STAR homes. Join in Rocking K’s community water

while

[=]




UPDATE

Arizona House of Representatives

Gail Griffin

Back To Ba-
sics In Wom-
en's Sports
The Interna-
tional Olympic
Committee has [
announced a ;
new policy that
ensures only biological females
can compete in women's athletic
competitions. This decision comes
amid an ongoing global debate
about fairness, safety, and the
integrity of women's sports. Sup-
porters of the policy praised the
decision, emphasizing the impor-
tance of maintaining a level play-
ing field for women and preserving
opportunities for female athletes to
compete on equal standards.

Supreme Court Defends Free
Speech

In an 8-1 decision, the U.S.
Supreme Court struck down
viewpoint-based censorship in
counseling, marking a significant
victory for families and the pro-
tection of free speech. The ruling,
which was issued in the case

of Chiles V. Salazar, reinforces
constitutional rights by affirming
that individuals cannot be restrict-
ed from expressing their views in
professional settings based solely
on government preference. This
decision is widely seen as an
important step in protecting First
Amendment rights and limiting
government overreach, while
setting the standard of educating
children of their biological bodies.

Building Security At The Border
U.S. District Judge Angela Marti-
nez has upheld the federal gov-
ernment's authority to expedite
border wall construction in South-
ern Arizona, affirming a longstand-
ing legal provision dating back to
1990 that allows certain regulatory
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requirements to be waived for na-
tional security projects. This ruling
enables the federal government to
continue progress along the San
Rafael Valley, which supports on-
going efforts to strengthen border
infrastructure and, in turn, national
security. This decision reinforces
the federal government's ability to
move forward efficiently on critical
infrastructure projects that ulti-
mately support long-term border
security objectives.

Awards & Recognition
Legislative District 19 lawmakers
are fighting for you. This year,
Representative Griffin was hon-
ored with several awards for her
strong track record of experience,
productivity, and public service.

» Earned the inaugural Leadership
Award from the Graham Coun-
ty Chamber of Commerce for
making a lasting impact in the
Gila Valley.

» Ranked one of the "Most Effec-
tive Lawmakers" by the Center
for Effective Lawmaking for the
ability to turn legislative propos-
als into law.

» Recognized by the Arizona Capi-
tol Times as one of Arizona's
"Power 50" for her role in shap-
ing rural groundwater policy.

These efforts showcase a focus
on delivering results, working stra-
tegically, and advancing policies
that support Arizona's long-term
growth and support.

Tax Day Is Here

As Governor Hobbs' tax policies
continue to leave Arizona families
confused and in limbo, Arizona
Republican leaders are urging tax-
payers not to delay filing because
of the uncertainty.

With the April 15 deadline quickly
approaching, Arizona House and
Senate Republicans are encour-
aging taxpayers to act promptly
to avoid penalties and stay com-
pliant with updated tax conformity
requirements.

Earlier this year, the Hobbs’
"Gail Griffin" continued on page 4

‘District
Update

The latest from Pima County District 4
Supervisor Steve Christy

Your District
4 office has
spearheaded
several state
legislative
initiatives this
session that
significantly =
affect our region, our communi-
ties, our safety, and potentially our
lives. It is noteworthy that while in
the (super) minority on the Board
of Supervisors politically, we have
been able to garner unanimous
support for these very important
efforts from my Board colleagues.

Through the agenda compilation
process, we have directed our
Pima County legislative lobbyist
to work with state legislators to
introduce bills designed to ad-
dress, and resolve, wildfire/flood
mitigation, home title fraud, and
home owner’sp insurance avail-
ability and premium affordability
concerns.

Predictably, we have had suc-
cesses and setbacks, and as we
navigate through this legislative
session, we wanted to report the
current status, as we go to press,
of these measures:

* House Bill 2292: Wildfire au-
thority fund is still moving for-
ward. It will enhance our ability
to get additional funding for wild-
fire danger mitigation activities.

* House Bill 2619: Post-wildfire
flood mitigation is still moving,
and will enhance flood mitigation
and remediation measures after
wildfires.

We are told that both of these bills
have a good chance of passage
and signature by the governor.
They will help with wildfire impacts

short term and with insurance
rates, longer term.

The governor's budget provides
additional monies for wildfire miti-
gation and we all continue to push
for that. The legislature has not
released any form of budget yet.

Other bills that would have made
more significant modifications to
insurance policies, such as provid-
ing for longer times before cancel-
lation and more accurate under-
writing standards, did not move
forward this session.

We are told that the utility danger
plan, which includes public safe-
ty power shutoffs, submitted by
Arizona Public Service, the state’s
largest utility, has been approved
by the Arizona Division of Emer-
gency Management. Tucson
Electric Power's similar plan is
pending and is something we're
monitoring. It also will have minor
insurance rate implications.

Senate Bill 1479: The most signifi-
cant home title fraud bill submitted
this session, and a decent step
forward, was signed recently by
the governor and will become law
on the general effective date, 90
days after the legislature adjourns.

We will continue to devote our
efforts to these issues, and even
though we might not succeed
completely as we hoped this
session, we are firm in our belief
that by bringing attention to their
importance, legislators will take
notice and continue to battle on
our behalf. Updates to follow as
the legislative session and fiscal
year deadline draw closer. And,
yes, | love being your Supervisor.

Pima County Supervisor Steve
Christy, District 4

33 N. Stone Avenue, Floor 11
Tucson, AZ 85701
520-724-8094
district4d@pima.gov

To place an ad call: 520-490-0654



Ward
Update

The latest from Tucson Ward 4
Councilwoman Nikki Lee

As we enter
May, | want to
start by con-
gratulating all
of the grad-
uates across
the Vail School
District. This

is such an exciting milestone, not
just for students, but for the fami-
lies, teachers, and staff who have
supported them along the way.

It takes an entire community to
prepare our young people for what
comes next, and Vail continues to
do an incredible job.

As we transition into summer, we
also begin to feel the impact of ris-
ing temperatures across our com-
munity. Tucson continues to expe-
rience more extreme heat days,
with longer stretches of triple-digit
temperatures each year. Staying
safe in this environment means
staying hydrated, limiting activity
during peak hours, and checking
in on neighbors, especially those
who may be more vulnerable.

It also means making sure people
have access to safe, livable condi-
tions at home. Early in my time on
the Council, one of the first code
changes | brought forward fo-
cused on renter protections during
extreme heat. After hearing from a
constituent whose air conditioning
had gone out while caring for an
infant, and seeing there was no
clear standard in city code for safe
indoor temperatures, we worked
to close that gap. In Tucson, this is
not just about comfort, it is about
safety.

As we head into summer, the City
of Tucson also offers ways to stay
cool and connected, including
our public pool and splashpad

at Purple Heart Park and other
thevailvoice.com

amenities across the city. You can
find updated information on hours
and locations through Tucson
Parks and Recreation (https://
www.tucsonaz.gov/Departments/
Parks-and-Recreation).

At the same time, we are coming
out of our budget engagement
process and preparing for a final
vote in June. | want to thank

city staff for the work they have
done to bring forward a balanced
budget. That said, | have been
very clear that we still have deep-
er structural issues that must be
addressed.

One of the biggest challenges |
see is the level of General Fund
dollars supporting our transit sys-
tem, currently about $65M a year.
This is funding that would other-
wise go toward core services like
public safety, road maintenance,
and parks. | continue to support
finding a more sustainable fund-
ing structure, including reinstating
fares for those who can afford to
pay, so we can reduce pressure
on the General Fund and better
align resources with the commu-
nity priorities | hear from residents
everyday.

Until we begin to make meaning-
ful progress on these structural
issues, | have made it clear that

| am not in a position to support
the budget as it stands. These are
difficult conversations, but they
are necessary to ensure long-term
stability for our city.

As always, if you have any feed-
back or questions, please don't
hesitate to reach out to our team
at the Ward 4 Council Office at
ward4@tucsonaz.gov and/or 520-
791-3199.

City of Tucson Ward 4 Council-
woman Nikki Lee

J 520-791-3199
=Ward4@tucsonaz.gov
m www.tucsonaz.gov/ward4
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VYV A I L

SCHOOL DISTRICT

The Latest from Vail School District

Superintendent John Carruth

GREATER VAILCHAMBER

UPDATE

The Latest from Dr. Denise Bowils,
President / CEO

BREATER
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In true Vail
fashion, when
big decisions
that impact
students need
to be made,
Vail pulls from
its greatest
resource, its community. VUSD
enjoys strong partnerships with
the Vail community in a place
“Where Education Is a Community
Effort” and where we all own the
consequences and the results of
our collective decisions and effort.

Over the course of the past few
months, a committee of more than
50 parents, community members,
and staff gathered and met to
study whether or not to recom-
mend that the Vail Governing
Board call for reauthorization of
the Maintenance and Operations
(M&O) Override in November of
2026. They also studied whether
to recommend calling for a capital
bond election to address Vail's
aging buildings, safety concerns,
and future growth needs.

The recommendations from the
committee painted a clear pic-
ture. They value the high-quality
programs provided for students
that encourage students to gain a
well-rounded education.

The M&O Override must be reau-
thorized by voters who live in Valil
every five years, or the funding
and the programs it supports will
be reduced by an equal amount
over three years until it is gone.
The additional property tax that

is in place that supports these
programs for students would also
be reduced in the same manner.
The Vail community has supported

"John Carruth" continued on page 8

The Great-
er Vail Area
Chamber of
Commerce is
building mo-
mentum this
spring with
two signature -
events designed to connect busi-
nesses, celebrate progress, and
invest in the future of our region.

On May 8, the Chamber will host
its annual Golf Tournament, bring-
ing together business leaders,
entrepreneurs, and community
partners for a day of networking,
visibility, and friendly competi-
tion. More than just a day on the
course, the tournament serves as
a platform to strengthen relation-
ships, showcase local businesses,
and support the Chamber’s ongo-
ing work in economic development
and community programming.
From sponsorship opportunities

to team participation, the event
creates meaningful ways for busi-
nesses of all sizes to engage and
be seen.

In addition, the Chamber is proud
to celebrate its Inaugural State of
the Region Breakfast at the Tech
Park Event Center. This milestone
event will bring together regional
leaders, stakeholders, and com-
munity members to highlight key
developments, share insights on
growth, and outline a forward-look-
ing vision for the Greater Vail area.

As Vail continues to grow, events
like these play a critical role in
ensuring that businesses remain
connected, informed, and posi-
tioned for success. The State of
the Region Breakfast will provide
valuable updates on economic
trends, infrastructure, and oppor-

"Dr. Denise Bowls" cont. on page 12
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Rooted in the Desert: Why
Native & Desert-Adapted
Plants Just Make Sense

If you've lived in the Vail area for a
bit, you've probably noticed some-
thing: some plants thrive here...
and some very dramatically do
not.

That's where native and des-
ert-adapted plants come in—and
why they’re the real MVPs of des-
ert gardening.

Native plants are species that
have grown here naturally for
generations. Desert-adapted
plants, on the other hand, come
from similar climates around the
world and have learned the same
survival tricks. Put them together,
and you've got a plant palette that
actually likes where it lives.

One of the biggest wins? Water
savings. These plants are built
for our conditions, so once estab-
lished, they need far less water
than traditional landscapes. In the
desert, that's not just a perk—it's
the whole game.

They also play a huge role in
supporting local pollinators and
wildlife. Birds, bees, and butterflies
recognize these plants as home.
When you plant native and des-
ert-adapted varieties, your yard
becomes more than just a place

to chill—it becomes part of the
ecosystem.

And let’s talk about maintenance
(or lack thereof). These plants
are naturally more resilient to
heat, pests, and tough soil, which
means less babysitting and more
enjoyment. That's our kind of gar-
dening.

Now, a quick reality check: even
desert plants need a good start.
Plant them slightly high, build a
basin, water deeply (not daily!),
and give them a little extra at-
tention during their first summer.
Think of it as setting the founda-

4 The Vail Voice

Did you know the

BEST Garden Center in Tucson
is right here in Vail?!

Plan your visit, join our
Bloom Club, view free
gardening classes & more!

FourArrowsGarden.com/VailVoice E

tion—once their roots are estab-
lished, they’ll take it from there.

The best part? Native and des-
ert-adapted landscapes are
anything but boring. You'll get bold
blooms, interesting textures, and
plants that shift with the seasons.
It's not a static look—it’s a living,
breathing desert story.

If you're ready to stop fighting the
desert and start gardening with it,
we’ve got you covered.

Because in the desert... the right
plants change everything!

By Linsay Chavez

"Gail Griffin" cont. from page 2
administration issued tax forms
based on laws that did not exist,
assuming full conformity with fed-
eral tax changes before state law
was updated.

Now, families are wondering
whether they will have to redo
their taxes, pay more later, or
spend weeks fixing a mess they
did not create.

Arizona legislative Republicans
are holding the line, refusing to
let any proposal from Hobbs force
Arizonans to refile or pay more.

Republican lawmakers remain
focused on bringing clarity and
stability to Arizona's tax system,
supporting full conformity while
ensuring families have the clarity
E E they need to plan ahead.

K
Gail Griffin
Arizona House of Representatives
1700 W. Washington St.
Phoenix, AZ 85007
602-926-5895 | GGriffin@azleg.gov

Strong Smiles
Start Here

SANTA RITA

Famz'f}r Denristry

Full-Service Care, Honest Treatment Plans,
Bilingual Team and Same-Day Appointments.

www.santaritadentalaz.com | (520) 762-0123

55 E Tallahassee Dr, Corona De Tucson (between Argenziano's & the Fire Station)

To place an ad call: 520-490-0654
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ANIMAL CLINIC & PET HOTEL

Wellness & Senior Exams Urgent Care Radiographs
Surgery / Dentistry Laser Therapy Pet Boarding

Where your pets )
. Now offering
are family pet boarding

13750 E. Success Dr. Vail, AZ 85641

- MOUNTAIN VIEW

SECURED OVER $32 MILLION FOR

THE DISTRICT IN POLICE, ROADS
AND WATER PROJECTS

LOWER FOOD PRICES

AND COST OF LIVING

SAFE STREETS &
NEIGHBORHOODS

: . PRESERVE 1 ot

CIsCOMANI i W) .3uaCisﬁanl.cm
CONGRESS
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ON WIRELESS

High Speed Internet Serving Vail, ,
Corona de Tucson & East Tucson I

FIRST MONTH FREE |

v $0 to get Started!

v Unlimited data

v No contracts

v No hidden fees or rate hikes

v Local five star support

v Up to GIG speeds .
v' Reliable service you can depend on

©20-477-6301

www.rinconwireless.com

Anna Regina Insurance
Regina Life Care Advisors LLC

" Call 520-784-9670 for a no-fee, no-obligation review! :
Life and Health, Licensed in AZ, NM, MN and UT
— ¥ RS b ol A

Anna Regina ¢ Regina Life Care Advisors LLC

Tucson AZ: 2120 W Ina Rd, Suite 105, 85741

Green Valley, AZ: 101 La Canada Drive Ste 50, 85614
areginamedicarehelp@gmail.com
www.annareginains.com

Not affiliated with or endorsed by the government or the federal Medicare program. We do not offer every
plan available in your area. Please contact Medicare.gov, 1-800-MEDICARE, or your local State Health
Insurance Assistance Program (SHIP) to get information on all your options.

What’s in a Name:
Davidson Canyon

Alexander Davidson was a home-
steader, cowboy and miner.
Davidson Canyon, Wash, Spring,
and road are named for this

Civil War veteran born in Ohio to
Scottish immigrants. His family’s
odd characteristics included that
their right thumb was shorter than
the left, and their big toes stood
out at an odd angle! He made the
perilous voyage around the Horn
to California in 1864. A short time
later, friends “...asked me to go to
Arizona and examine and dispose
of some mines which had been left
them by a brother”. He traveled by
buckboard stage from Los Angeles
to Arizona. He found the mines to
be practically worthless but man-
aged to sell one for $500. even
though he “personally would not
have given five cents for them.”

In 1879 on a train trip he met an
“important ecclesiastic from Rome
come down to San Xavier to rob

it of some of its treasures. He got
sick on the train and | doctored
him with some of my good brandy
and whiskey.” The cleric became
quite talkative and shared his
errand. The two met later and Da-

Alexander Davidson

vidson accompanied him to San
Xavier. He recalled, “We were giv-
en a light and went into some kind
of an underground room. There he
found what he was after: two ham-
mered pitchers of pure gold and a
gold lace robe.” The larger pitcher
would have held about a gallon,
the other about half that. Davidson
asked where the gold was from,
but got no answer.

Close calls and danger were the
order of the day. Once in Tomb-
stone’s Blue Wing saloon he
“heard several bullets whiz by
...the bullets were coming thick
and fast, | never looked around
but stepped a little lively and
certainly was relieved when |
flattened myself down behind the
twenty inches of stone foundation
of Allen’s store.” Another time he
“heard a rumble and saw dense
smoke near the window in the
rock, then there came a crash.” It
"Vail Preservation Society"
continued on page 16

ELECT
CHERYLS

CASWELL

ARIZONA STATE HOUSE REPRESENTATIVE

ENDORSEMENTS

Cut Taxes & Wasteful Spending
Back Law Enforcement & the 2A
Protect Arizona School Choice
Secure Elections
WWW.CASWELLFORARIZONA19.COM

PAID FOR & AUTHORIZED BY CHERYL CASWELL FOR ARIZONA STATE HOUSE

Vail resident ~ 27 years
VUSD Volunteer
4H Youth Mentor
Scout Leader
Business Owner

Wife & Mother
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EDITOR

Our Letters Policy

We welcome a diversity of views in The
Vail Voice. To submit a Letter to the
Editor, please include your full name,
and try to keep letters to 230 words or
less. Anonymous letters will not be pub-
lished. We will print a maximum of two
letters that writers submit on the same
subject. Please send by the 15th of ev-
ery month for publication in the follow-
ing month's issue. - Thank you!

g WL, W W, W

Owner and Publisher
Lucretia Free
Lucretia@TheVailVoice.com

Editor
Editor@TheVailVoice.com

Photographer
Bel Coulson
photographybybel.com

Sales
Sales@TheVailVoice.com
(520) 490-0654

This disclaimer informs readers that the
views, thoughts, and opinions expressed
in the text belong solely to the author,
and not necessarily to the Vail Voice.
No additional fact finding or research
was done to confirm the accuracy of the
article content.

A 4

Dear Editor,

What is the value of the Ten Com-
mandments? Novelist Sara Orne
Jewett tells of a woman visiting the
home of a retired sea captain. She
notices stakes scattered randomly
about the property, painted white
and trimmed in yellow, matching
the captain’s house, but in no dis-
cernible pattern. Captain Tilley ex-
plains that when he first plowed the
ground, his plow snagged on large
rocks just beneath the surface.

He set stakes where the rocks

lay to avoid them in the future. In
essence, God gave the Ten Com-
mandments saying, “These are the
trouble spots in life. Avoid them,
and you won't snag your life.”

What does it mean for us to obey
the Ten Commandments?

We think of obeying as “to com-
ply with the command,” but there
is no word properly translated as
“obey” in the Hebrew Scriptures.
The closest word is shema, which
means “listen.” The King James
Bible translated shema as “hear-
ken,” which is wonderful for it
implies that we are to listen with
intent or to listen with our heart,
mind and soul.

Interestingly, our English word
obey derives from the Latin word

thevailvoice.com

oboedire, consisting of the prefix
ob, “toward,” and the root word
audire, “to hear.” Literally, to obey
is to listen toward.

Our attitude toward the Ten Com-
mandments should not be just to
comply with a set of rules or even
to avoid the snags, but to hearken
toward how God is leading us,
listening to God’s directions to us
with heart, mind and soul.

Tom Tripp

Dear Editor,

I would like to bring attention to

the illegal harvesting of water from
Cienega Creek Preserve by Del
Lago Golf course. They drive up
the wash miles from the course
(which is illegal as off-roading
which is banned there) and use a
generator to pump out water from
the base of the dam into a water
truck. They use this water to water
grass and fill artificial ponds. This
is not as important as recharging
ground water and preserving the
native plants and wildlife. This is
criminal misuse of water in the des-
ert and must be stopped. We are in
a major drought and it is inappro-
priate to waste water. The dam was
put in long ago when there was
more abundance, and was used for

the purpose of water agriculture,
not turf grass. This needs to stop.

James Guntis

From the Editor

Thank you to those who took the
time and initiative to send in your
letters and share your opinion.
We at the Vail Voice believe in the
importance of hearing all voices in
the community.

Send your letters to:
Editor@TheVailVoice.com

CONSTRUCTION | 88
ZSNE AGETLES |

Chipotle construction at Hough-
ton Town Center is underway with
completion scheduled by end of
year.

UNIQUE CONSTRUCTION

Complete Remodeling
Design - Permits - Construction
New Custom Cabinetry & Tops
Complete Bathroom Remodeling
Framing - Concrete - Additions - Garages

Block Walls / Home Repairs
No job too small / New Homes

ROC #s 094200 & 162944

631-4874 or 647-3113

email: uniquedevelopmentinc@outlook.com
VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT: www.uniquedevelopment.info
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SKYWARD

&

- Star Gazing

Mario Motta, Jean Mueller,
the Late Russell Porter, a
Lunar Eclipse, and Me

Part 2

On 1 March of this year, Dr. Mario
Motta, a nationally known cardiolo-
gist and an expert on the history of
Stellafane and light pollution, and I,
travelled to San Diego, in order to
view the total lunar eclipse and to
meet Jean Mueller.

As joyous as the total eclipse was,
our visit to Palomar the afternoon
before the eclipse was truly magi-
cal. Again, Russell Porter was right
with us. While there I finally got to
complete a dream. In my 77 years
| have delivered more than 3150
lectures. | like to imagine that the
very first lecture was at the opening
of the great telescope. Mueller, as
versed in the history of Palomar as
Motta is with Stellafane, told us that
the telescope was dedicated on 3
June 1948. Was my first lecture
(Lecture zero) delivered that day?

| was twelve days old. On this day,
77 years later, | finally turned that
into a reality. | gave a brief lecture
near the wonderful 200-inch mirror,
where | quoted the opening lines
from part | of Henry VI” “Comets..
brandish your crystal tresses in the

sky.” | gave a second version at
the visitor center near the 18-inch
Schmidt camera which | used with
Gene and Carolyn Shoemaker for
seven wondrous years. There |
guoted, from memory, Macbeth’s
“Tomorrow and Tomorrow and To-
morrow” speech.

Enter Russell Porter, who seemed
to accompany us throughout this
visit. We got to have a really special
visit with the person who designed
the telescope and whose sketches
are among the finest in the world.
Even though Russell Porter died
before Mario was born, and when |
was but a year old, it felt as though
he had been recalled to life for us.
Had he been alive | would have
asked him, “In Berton Willard’s
biography of your life, he explained
how you accepted Hale’s offer of

a position designing the 200-inch
telescope. How many seconds did
it take you to accept this life-chang-
ing proposition?”

“Less than 3.14159 seconds,”
Porter might have replied with his
trademark wide grin.

The precious words he inscribed

on the front gables of Stellafane’s
pink clubhouse inspire us to this day
and this night: From the first line of
Psalm 19:

“The heavens declare the glory of
God.”

The picture below is a cartoon
about comets, a Russell Porter

"Skyward" continued on page 25

8 The Vail Voice

"John Carruth" cont. from page 3
override funding and the additional
programs it supports like art, mu-
sic, PE, advanced courses, and
smaller class sizes since 1993.
Continuing the override would
keep the programs and the tax in
place that supports them. There
would be no tax increase to con-
tinue the override.

There was nearly unanimous
consent from the committee to
recommend the Governing Board
call for an override renewal elec-
tion this year. They were also clear
that there is a need for a bond to
ensure safety, security, and strong
learning environments for students
and staff while addressing future
growth needs at some point in the
not-too-distant future.

One of my key takeaways is that
the members of the committee
want to preserve Vail's high-quality
staff, outstanding programs, and
smaller class sizes. More work will
be done to make a determination
of what to recommend to the Vail
Governing Board, who will make
the final decision whether or not to
call for the renewal of the override
and the possibility of another bond
over the next several weeks.

The month of May also brings

the opportunity to celebrate our
graduates. Be sure to look for cel-
ebrations of our valedictorians and
salutatorians in the June edition
of the Vail Voice. We also want to
share some exciting news about
a few of our graduates and where
they will be going in the coming
months. Check them out in the
center pages of this issue. As you
read about these young people
and their successes that have led
them to their next steps, know
that your support of things like the
override helps provide the pro-
grams that make them possible.

One thing we have learned is
the importance of producing
well-rounded young people for
their next steps in life. If students
only take rigorous courses, they

are at a disadvantage when apply-
ing for highly competitive pro-
grams and colleges. These institu-
tions are looking for well-rounded
young people, not just high GPAs.
Thankfully, the high-quality of-
ferings provided in Vail, like art,
music, PE, advanced and gifted
courses, etc., enable children to
experience those things and set
them up to be competitive as they
prepare for their life beyond high
school.

That investment by our community
has certainly paid off for these stu-
dents. It is concrete evidence that,
in partnership with you, we are
delivering on our motto, “Where
Education is a Community Effort”.

John Carruth began his service
to Vail in 1995. He has held many
roles since and is deeply honored
to now serve as Superintendent.
He and his wife life in Vail and
are the proud parents of two Vail
graduates.

Looking to
Get Noticed?

Advertise Here!

Contact Sales:
Sales@TheVailVoice.com
(520) 490-0654
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CIVANO NURSERY oo - Throw Shade - Plant a Tree!
GREEN INDUSTRY LEADER

Butterfly Wish List
Milkweed * Gaura
Salvia * Greggs Mist
Fairy Duster * Lantana

CIVANS

Civano Growers with an over 100 acre growing grounds continually sets the benchmark
for excellence. Through careful plant selection, advanced growing practices, and a

passion for educating customers and professionals alike. Civano Growers is well known
in the green industry for a new line of plants that are not only beautiful but are proven N U R 5”"'5 R Y
performers season after season. More info www.civanogrowers Mel L. Shipley ACNP

Pincushion * Marigold
Citrus * Plumbago
Verbena * and more...

Civano originals are shipped every week from our wholesale growing grounds and can be
found at our retail garden center - Civano Nursery 5301 S. Houghton Road
www.civanonursery.com — Open Daily 9am to 5pm

A Unique partnership with Tucson Electric Power ;
— TEP’s Trees for You program offers customers a wide selection of &t Zacs % R s
TEP shade trees at a discounted price through partnership with Civano R L 4 -
Nursery. We have been proud partners for over 15 years!! Set a Garden Goal — plant for our
More info at www.tep.com/trees-for-you/ butterflies and hummingbirds
Civano Growers uses tree trimming to create the mulch to grow our trees and shrubs. So Time in Nature is Never
when you buy trees or shrubs from Civano Nursery you are part of a green movement to Wasted Time!
create more shade and reduce waste!

SPECIAL COUPON
$5-00 Off over $40-00 coupon code VV540

$1 0.00 Off over $70-00 coupon code VV1070

Cannot be combined with any other offers. One coupon per customer. Must have coupon. Not valid on prior sales.
Other restrictions apply. Expires May 31, 2026

Civano Nursery 5301 S. Houghton Road, Tucson AZ 85747 Tel: 520-546-9200
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Five Foot Two, Eyes of Blue.
By Chuck Colbath

In the roaring twenties, one of

the most popular songs was

"Five Foot Two, Eyes of Blue." |
learned to play it on our organ,

as | had the sheet music as part
of my instruction. The song is a
fun, upbeat piece that starts "Five
foot two, eyes of blue, but oh what
those five foot could do, has any-
one seen my gal?"

This song appeared in my life at

a time when | met one of our new
neighbors, Mary Eileen Dixey,
Miss Dixey to me at age 8, and Ei-

leen later on as | became an adult.

Eileen was five foot two, eyes

of blue, and grew up in Boston.
Her dad was in charge of making
the coffee for the Ritz Carlton in
Boston. In those days they used a
large central coffee pot, with each
room connected for coffee through
brass lines. Interestingly, her
father told her never to use soap

when washing a coffee pot. He
said it would hurt the flavor and to
simply rinse with cold water and
wipe the pot out with a towel.

Eileen was in charge of the Occu-
pational Therapy Department at
the New Hampshire State Hospi-
tal. She gave me my first job at 8
mowing her lawn, with a timecard
and all! When our family took a
six-hour drive to Maine, she gave
my sister and me each a bag with
things inside individually wrapped
to be opened when "you see a
cow" or "you see a yellow VW
beetle” and more. Before cell
phones and without TV, it kept us
occupied with puzzles and such
for our long trip and week-long
vacation off the grid.

Eileen and | were great buddies.
She took me fishing often, even
ice fishing when | was ten and she
was 60. When Eileen was ninety,
she had moved into a retirement
center. | would pick her up and
we would go to lunch. We were
still great friends for over 30 years,

BOOK TODAY. Call (520) 762-8787 or online @ BAVILONSALON.COM

—

Ty S A

10 The Vail Voic

which she
would tell many.
We are fortu-
nate in life when
we meet special |
people with
whom we can :
share wonderful '
experiences, =,
while always
remaining true
friends.

Oil on Canvs,
Carol Colbath
Who knew at age 8 that my best
friend who lived next door would
be fifty years my senior? All it
takes is being young at heart,
open to new adventures, and
sharing the things we love and
have experienced with those

we care the most about. This is
where the best memories can be
found. That level of caring has
helped guide me to this day.

In a time when old fashioned
caring service seems to be a thing
of the past, you can still find it at
Bavilon Salon. Free unhurried
consultations with the stylist of

your choice is a great way to get
acquainted. It is a co-operative
environment in which the stylists
recognize they all have different
approaches, and work as a team
to best satisfy clients’ varying
needs.

Please stop in for a look! We
look forward to the opportunity to
please. Our stylists’ profiles, full
menu with fair up-front pricing,
and easy on-line booking are all
at Bavilonsalon.com. Or call us
at (520) 762-8787 and we will be
happy to assist you.

Better care, Better hair!

=T aké a look inside at
BAVILONSALON.com

ARE.

=0 A

SINCE 2011

Q\B; BAVILON SALON
o

To place an ad call: 520-490-0654



Medications & Heat safety Some medications can raise your

: risk of heat-related illnesses

Raising your body Lowering your Reducing your
temperature blood pressure awareness of heat

Changing your Changing your heart’s Increasing your risk for
(] ability to sweat output and heart rate dehydration or fainting

[T
Talk to your doctor about your medications and — /Q‘

how you can protect yourself during hot weather. B( iﬂj'
[BEAT i3

" Scanthe QR code to learn how to stay informed on heat safety!
THE HEAT ﬂ

PIMA COUNTY

HEALTH DEPARTMENT

Schedule a .
MR. PACK RAT FREE Inspection  Pack Rat Elimination” Sl @

520+ 529 ~ 9191 SAFE HUMANE - EFFECTIVE - GUARANTEED
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COMPLETE

POOL & YARD CARE

Weekly Pool Service

Never Crowded. \"’n l)obf

Tucson’s Hidden Dental Gem

DENTAL CARE

[
10501 Seven Generations Way

2 520-838-0302 9 syiie 155

www.civanodentalcare.com

Equipment Repair & Install Home Environment.
Water Quality Experts Room to RUN, PLAY & RELAX!
520-812-9388 (81 520-710-6667
Call Today or Visit us at
www.completepoolandyard.com [=]! CaminmmyDog.com

"Dr. Denise Bowls"
continued from page 3
tunities that impact both small
businesses and larger employers
alike.

Together, these events reflect the
Chamber’s commitment to foster-
ing a vibrant, collaborative busi-
ness environment. Whether on the
golf course or in the conversation
around our region’s future, the
focus remains the same: building
relationships, supporting growth,
and strengthening the Greater Valil
community.

For more information or to get
involved, connect with the Greater
Vail Area Chamber of Commerce
and be part of what's ahead.

Dr. Denise Bowls
President/CEO
www.greatervailchamber.com

Newest Self Storage
Facility in Rincon Valley

RINCON
VALLEY
SUPER
STORAGE

e =P Preschool -
K U M N High School
Math and Reading
Program

There’s a New
Kumon Center
Near You!

practice makes possibilities”

LEARNING CENTERS

Kumon Math and Reading Center of
Tucson - Houghton & Broadway Rd

Serving Tucson East
+ Surrounding Areas

520-477-4994
=shaque@ikumon.com
www.kumon.com/tucson-houghton-broadway-rd
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‘ Reduce your fire risk!

* Protect your home
* Practice defensible space
« Sign up for emergency alerts

pima.gov/

Learn more at

wildfire-ready

/\| /\‘ Fragn PIMA COUNTY

P
i -
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Communltir) Effort Brin s
Affordable Produce to
Residents

On the third Saturday of each
month, Greater Vail Community
ReSources partners with the 3000
Club to bring the popular Market
on the Move to our community,

an effort that is making fresh,
nutritious food more accessible
while reducing food waste across
Arizona.

Market on the Move is simple,
affordable, and open to everyone.
For a $10 donation, participants
receive up to 60 pounds of fresh
produce, including fruits and
vegetables that might otherwise
go to waste as well as other food
items. There are no eligibility re-
guirements, and you do not need
to be a food bank participant to
take part. In fact, broad communi-
ty participation is what keeps the
program strong and sustainable.
When neighbors from all walks of
life show up, it helps ensure this
valuable resource remains avail-
able for everyone. Market on The
Move complements our food bank
services by expanding access

to fresh, affordable food beyond
those we traditionally serve.

This program can also help build
community connection and shared
abundance. Some participants find
they receive more produce than
their household can use, and we
encourage them to share the extra
with neighbors, friends, or even
donate surplus items back to the
food bank. Some items can also
be repurposed for animals such as
chickens or goats, ensuring that
nothing goes to waste.

During the warmer months, dis-
tribution takes place from 7:00 to
9:00 a.m., or until supplies run out.

thevailvoice.com

Behind the scenes, local groups of
volunteers make it all possible. We
are currently seeking small groups
of 6 to 10 volunteers each month
to help set up, bag produce, and
support distribution. Volunteers
should be prepared to arrive early
and play an active role in bringing
this program to life.

So, mark your calendars for
Market on The Move on the 3rd
Saturday of the month, at Re-
Sources, between the railroad
tracks. 13105 E. Colossal Cave
Rd. Vail AZ 85641. To learn more
about ReSources and our mission
to alleviate hunger and assist with
basic needs, please visit our web-
site at www.resourcesvail.org.

Callie Tippett is the Director of
Development & Community Out-
reach for Greater Vail Community
ReSources. She moved to Vail in
2002 and serves as a Governmg
Board member Y,

in VUSD. She is
focused on sup-
porting children
and families in
Vail.

@mﬁfg Your Home with

PROFESSIONAL & DEPENDABLE LANDSCAPING
AT AN AFFORDALE PRICE.

Landscape installations, One time clean ups,
Irrigation system installs, landscape lighting &
Irrigation repairs

920.326.7209

WWWw, sonoranscapesi nc.com

UNURAN
= LAY j)

Servicing Tucson & Surrounding areas since 2000 ROC#256984

Pavers & Patios
Landscapes
Irrigation
Maintenance S

Tractor Services B

LANHSE:A l o =
BUN DERS

vaillandscapehuilders.cum

A Man Of The Soil LLC Company Est. 1974  ROC 349400 CR21

Care Close to home in Vail!

Primary Care
Behavioral Health
Pediatric Care
Discount Pharmacy
Lab Services
Women's Care

Middie School

13299 E. Colossal
Cave Rd.
Vail, AZ 85641

Our teamis ready to
serve you! Now
welcoming new
patients!
iCuidado de salud

para todas las
edades!

Call (520) 762-5200

UNITED COMMUNITY

From toddlers to grandparents, we've been
a trusted community health partner for
Southern Arizona families for over 40 years!

Most insurance accepted - Sliding Fee Discount
Program Available

uchcaz.org
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VUSD Senior Earns Appoint

For Cienega High School senior Arthur Brock, the path to the
U.S. Naval Academy began years ago with a desire to serve.

Brock has been accepted to the prestigious academy in An-

napolis, Maryland, where he will report for induction in June.

“It's something I've been working toward since early high
school,” Brock said. “I always knew I wanted to serve in
some capacity.”

Brock attended Desert Willow Elementary and Old Vail
Middle School before enrolling at Cienega, where he built a
resume centered on academics, athletics, and leadership. He
holds a 4.0 GPA and has taken a range of dual enrollment
courses during his time at Cienega.

Brock said the rigor of his coursework helped prepare him for
the academy’s competitive selection process.

“Without challenging classes, there wouldn’t have been a
chance,” he said. “I like that Cienega didn’t require us to take
the most rigorous classes, but we always had plenty of op-
tions.”

Admission to a U.S. service academy requires more than
strong grades. Candidates must complete a multi-step pro-
cess that includes a physical fitness assessment, medical
clearance, essays, interviews, and a congressional nomina-
tion.

Brock said the Vail School District’s physical education pro-

VAIL

Unified School District

The Vail Voice

“Where Education is
a Community Effort”

To place an ad call: 520-490-0654



ment to U.S. Naval Academy

grams helped prepare him over the years. He participated in
sports throughout his time in the district and said his high
school strength and conditioning class played a key role in
his physical readiness for the academy.

“Having access to that kind of training and consistency
makes a big difference,” he said.

Admission to the United States Naval Academy is highly
competitive, with only a small fraction of qualified applicants
accepted each year. Brock secured a nomination from U.S.
Congressman Juan Ciscomani.

At the academy, Brock will receive a full scholarship covering
tuition, housing, and meals, along with a stipend. Students

commit to at least five years of military service following
graduation. Brock plans to commission as a Navy officer and
hopes to eventually become a Navy SEAL.

He credits the Vail School District for helping him reach this
milestone, pointing to access to advanced coursework, sup-
portive teachers, and extracurricular opportunities.

“The district gives you the opportunity to challenge your-
self,” Brock said. “They don’t force it, but if you want it, it's
there.”

Brock graduates from Cienega in May and will then travel to
Maryland to begin Plebe Summer, an intensive eight-week
training program that marks the start of academy life.

VAIL

Unified School District

thevailvoice.com

“Where Education is
a Community Effort”

vailechooldistrict.org
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"Headline Story"

continued from page 1
The renovation of the CLA station
will provide a safer work environ-
ment for firefighters. "What we
want to do is get that station up to
modern standards where we re-
duce their cancer risk, and reduce
their cardiovascular risk, and just
make it a nicer place for them to
live while they are on duty", Chief
Tucker concluded.

The entire project will be paid for
by existing bonds and will cost
abou $8m to build. These funds
will also pay for about half of the
cost for the renovations at the CLA
station, although additional funds
will be needed to finish the reno-
vation project.

The new station will be divided up
into zones. The Chief explained
"The hot zone, one zone, cold
zone. Everything is sectioned out

Rincon Valley Fee Datrict
Teoreel B

based on the zones so firefighters
aren't walking through dirty areas
to get to the clean area."

Construction will begin in July of
this year, and if everything goes
according to plan the new station
could be open by the end of 2027.

By Lucretia Free

"Vail Preservation Society"
continued from page 6

was the big earthquake of 1887.
Its effects were felt as far away at
western Texas. During the winter
of 1879-1880, he recollected that
nine inches of snow fell in Tucson
on February 17th. Everyone was
scrambling to find a place to sleep
out of the weather. He paid $1.50
to sleep on a billiard table at the
Palace Hotel! That would be about
$52. today.

Davidson landed in Pantano in
1880. Tulley and Ochoa, who
owned much of the land, operated
a successful freighting compa-

ny, and a store there. Tulley and
Ochoa were hauling supplies from
the railroad to nearby military
posts. Business was booming. Not
wanting to pass up an opportunity
Davidson built a store on the north
side of the tracks. Business was
very good because the SPRR
was laying track through the area.
Daily receipts ran as high as
$3,000.00, which he would hide in
a sack!

16 The Vail Voice

Davidson was Justice of the
Peace for a time at Pantano. One
day he was asked to marry a cou-
ple and struck off on foot. “They
lived four or five miles away, had
several children, and one baby in
arms but had never married. They
wanted me to kiss the bride, but

| deferred. Besides, they did not
pay for their marriage. You see we
had to hand in a report and $1.50
to the county.”

Davidson’s last big venture was a
goat ranch near the Tucson Moun-
tains. Interviewed about a month
before he died at the age of 95 in
1938, he said, “I have always tried
to leave every place I've been a
little better than | found it.”

J.J. Lamb is President & CEO of Vail
Preservation Society. A U of A gradu-
ate, her family has lived in Vail since
1971. She was i
named an Arizona
Culturekeeper

in 2011 and an
Arizona Friend of
the Humanities in
2020.
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THIS IS5 & BENEFIT EVENT

ADVANCED TICKETS ONLY
(LIMITED SEATING)

SAT 5.16.2026

6:00 PM - UNDER THE RAMADA

CATERING BY

4-COURSE LASAGNA & FETTICUINE ALFREDO

TS KOUNVENIH TS a0 2 WINE TR FOR OUR PRV m L Wises
D) and Dancing | Wine Pull (Shrine Wine)

Live Anction | 50050 *Heads or Tails™

VISIT OUR WEBSITE FOR TICKETS OR
AVAILABLE AFTER MASSES UNTIL SOLD OUT

TIGKETS 540/PF

FOR BUILDMNG PROJECTS OF THE

ST. BITA IN THE DESERT CATHOLIC CHURCH
THANK YOU FOR YOLUR SUFPFORT

13200 E. Coloszal Cave Road » Yail, Az #3641 « Tel (320} h2-goi8 « stritainthedesert.ovg

I\ /‘-u..‘q_‘__“_‘_
PADRE’S
Posl

ST, RITA IN THE DESERT CATHOLIC CHURCH

Dear Vail Community,

As we continue to celebrate the
joy and peace of Easter, | am es-
pecially grateful for the blessings
our parish, St. Rita in the Desert,
received at the Easter Vigil, where
we welcomed two new Christians
into our community.

The Easter Vigil—our longest and
most beautiful liturgical celebra-
tion—is rich in symbolism: fire and
candlelight, incense and sacred
chant, water and holy oils, all
culminating in the Eucharist, the
heart of our faith. It is a powerful
reminder of renewal, hope, and
new life in Christ.

That same spirit of community and
renewal continues in the life of our
parish. We are grateful to the Vail
community and surrounding area
for supporting our recent rummage
sale. The funds raised are helping
to reduce our parish debt and sup-
port the ongoing life and mission
of our church.

As we enter the month of May,
we look forward to several special
events. The Catholic Church ded-
icates May to the Blessed Virgin
Mary, honoring her as the Mother
of God and Queen of Heaven. On
Saturday, May 2 at 8:00 AM, we
will celebrate our First Saturday
Mass in her honor, followed by a
May Crowning with our First Holy
Communion students.

We will also celebrate our pa-
troness, St. Rita of Cascia, with
several parish events. On Sat-
urday, May 16 at 6:00 PM, we
will host a 4-course Italian wine

dinner under the Ramada on our
"Padre's Post"

continued on page 20
To place an ad call: 520-490-0654



Women In History Month Honorees

- mimea

Melanie Taylor Sarah Aldor

Lisa Hagins Clarissa Marquez  Laura Boutilier-Reed Alexa Letarte poberta Lopez—S.uter
CEO, Arizona Marketing Manager CEO Financial Advisor /Manager, Marketing & Shipley Partner/Owner
Transportation Rite Way Heating, Blue Rose Legacy Edward Jones SHnmUhesCEtS Owner DMC Aesthetics
Builders Association Cooling, & Plumbing Home Care Trico Electric Civano Nursery

Cogperative

g _

Kristina Nina Beller Analisa Lagarda Laura Ciscomani Barbi Reuter Jan Lesher Amy Cotner Dr. Jessica
General Manager Home Care Executive Director CEO County Administrator Director of Serrano-Rodriguez
East Lawn Palms Business navigatED AZ Cushman & Pima County Construction OBGYN

Mortuary & Development Wakefield | PICOR Epstein Northwest
Cemetery Specialist Construction Specialty Care

Home Instead

-

o W

Gayle A. Dean, MD Jami Salyers Joanna Buglewicz Sarah Horvath-Hanna Kristi Swingle Karen Cesare Lea Marquez Peterson

Founding Medical Vice President of Business Owner Director Doctor of Audiology President Commissioner
Director Operations Green Valley Kino Sports Complex  Arizona Hearing Novak Arizona Corporation
TMC Rincon Arby’s Cooling & Heating Specialists Environmental, Inc. Commission

I iuk 1

Edna V Peralta Nicole Nusshag Lisa Rains Lucretia Free Irlanda Cuevas-Leyva Karen Foley Xochitl Cary Avila
Marketing Founder | Owner Business Partner Founder and Community General Manager Community
Specialist Waves of Hope BBSI Publisher Engagement Manager  Galaxy Theatres Relations Specialist

United Community Swim Academy The Vail Voice Hughes Federal ArchWell Health

Health Center Crediit Union
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Two Holidays in May

iIAZ.com

The first holiday;

Pesach Sheni, observed on May
1st, originates in the Torah when
a group of Jews were unable to
bring the Passover offering be-
cause they were ritually impure.
They approached Moshe and
asked, “Why should we be left
out?” In response, G-d established
Pesach Sheni as a second oppor-
tunity one month after Passover
to celebrate. Unlike the original
Pesach, chametz was permitted
in the home, and the observance
was simpler, highlighting its
theme: it's never too late to recon-
nect.

The Rebbe Rabbi Menachem
Mendel Schneerson emphasized
that Pesach Sheni teaches that
nothing is ever lost. Even some-
one who was distant, impure, or
simply “on a far road” can return.
The Rebbe explained that the
very fact the people demanded
another chance shows a Jew’s
inner desire to fulfill G-d’s will. The
message is practical: no matter
what happened in the past, one
can always repair, restart, and re-
connect. There is always a second
chance.

The Second holiday;

Lag BaOmer, on May 5th, marks
two historic events. First, the
cessation of the plague among

the students of the talmudic sage
Rabbi Akiva, who died during the
Omer period. Second, it is the
yahrzeit (day of passing) of Rabbi
Shimon bar Yochai, author of the
Zohar, who revealed deep mysti-
cal teachings on this day. Because
of this, Lag BaOmer is celebrated
with bonfires, joy, and outdoor
gatherings, symbolizing the spiritu-
al light revealed in the world.

18 The Vail Voice

The Rebbe taught that Lag BaO-
mer represents unity and inner joy.
Rabbi Akiva’s students were pun-
ished for lacking proper respect
for one another, and their passing
stopped on this day, highlight-

ing the importance of unity. The
Rebbe often emphasized increas-
ing in ahavas Yisrael (love for a
fellow Jew) specifically on Lag
BaOmer. Just as Rabbi Shimon
revealed hidden light, every Jew
has the ability to illuminate the
world through kindness, unity, and
Torah. Even in a time of mourning,
Lag BaOmer teaches that one
spark of love can transform dark-
ness into celebration.

Rabbi Sruly Shemtov can be
reached at rabbi@jewishvailaz.
com

Rabbi Shemtov, ordained at the Rab-
binical College of American in Mor-
ristown, New Jersey, has served as a
student rabbi in communities across
the world. Including in Bulgaria, Wy-
oming, South Dakota and California
where he has led
educational and
holiday programs.
He has taught chil-
dren through Torah
Tutors, an online
Jewish studies
platform.

CERVANTESAN |
LANDSCAPING

ONE TIME CLEANUP
HONTHLY, WEEKLY MAINTERANCE
TREE TRITHMING

Miguel Cervantes

Michelle Cervantes
Jennifer Cervantes

520-909-9426
520-461-8202
520-979-2481

=

The Academy of Tucson

Looking for an A-Rated, tuition free, college-prep,
K-12 school for your child?

Come see about the Academy of Tucson!

Middle School
7310 E 22nd St
(520) 749-1413

High School
10720 E 22nd St
(520) 733-0096

Elementary School
9209 E Wrightstown Rd
(520) 886-6076

Tuition free public charter schools e Founded in 1986 e Chartered in 1999
Fully accredited since 1990 e Small class sizes ® College-preparatory curriculum
Art, music, performing arts, PE, technology electives
Extracurricular activities including sports and clubs e 100% Graduation rate
Earn college credit while still in high school

To place an ad call: 520-490-0654



>»SEE CLEARLY.« | *

L I V E F l ' L LY Carmen L. Felix Karl A. Timothy E. Zachary P. Stephanie
° Tacoronte, MD  Rosen, MD Marra, DO Pfau, OD Burruel, OD

No matter your age, maintaining good vision is essential to
keeping you active.

From routine eye exams to advanced medical and surgical care,
our compassionate team of ophthalmologists, optometrists, and
opticians are dedicated to keeping your eyes healthy and your
vision at its best.

With three convenient locations, including TMC Rincon Health
Campus, high-quality eye care is always close to home.

Schedule an appointment today to ensure good vision remains
part of your active lifestyle!

4 Seasons =
Pest Control

Receive a FREE inspection
and this great offer.
* Applicable fo new annual service agreement.

thevailvoice.com

DESERT-EYE

V-

(520) 327-5677
DesertEye.net

Request an appointment
with Dr. Burrel at the
TMC Rincon Health Campus:
10350 E Drexel Rd, Suite 230

Or at one of these locations:
MO0 N El Dorado Place, Tucson

1150 S Calle de las Casitas,
Suite 150, Green Valley

Prior to your visit, please call
the office to ensure we are in your
insurance network or vision plan.

May 2026




Top 5 Summer Pests in Vail

Summer in Vail brings long sun-
ny days, monsoon storms, and
increased pest activity. Heat and
seasonal rain create ideal con-
ditions for desert pests to thrive.

Here are five of the most common:

1. Scorpions The Arizona bark
scorpion is the only species in the
U.S. considered potentially dan-
gerous to humans. They hide in
cool, dark places by day and hunt
insects at night.

2. American Cockroaches These
pests thrive in warm climates and
often surge during monsoon sea-
son, when heavy rains drive them
out of sewers and landscaping.

3. Ants Warm soil speeds colony
growth, often pushing ants in-
doors. Common species include
Argentine, harvester, and pave-
ment ants.

Pest Control Weed Control

Termite Service

Discover our latest service offerings and seasonal promotions at
Billshomeservice.com/coupons

4. Crickets Cricket populations
spike after monsoons. Drawn to
lights and moisture, they gather
near patios and garages—and
attract scorpions.

5. Pack Rats These rodents build
large nests from debris and can

damage wiring and insulation, cre-
ating costly and hazardous issues.

Protecting Your Home Seal
cracks, reduce outdoor light-

ing, and keep yards clean and
well-maintained to limit pest activ-

ity.

For more information or profes-
sional treatment options, visit Bill-
sHomeService.com or call (520)
346-4564.

I/\
BILL'SHOME
SERVICE COMPANY
TERMITE & PEST CONTROL

Home Inspection

—_—
BILL'SHOME

SERVICE COMPANY
TERMITE & PEST CONTROL

Family-owned & community trusted since 1964.

(520) 346-4564

billshomeservice.com

PMD Lic. #4320
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"Padre's Post"
continued from page 16

parish grounds. This evening

will also serve as a fundraiser to
help reduce our rectory debt and
support our future church building
fund. We are honored to welcome
Reverend Stan Szczapa, who will
be celebrating 55 years of priest-
hood, a beautiful witness of faithful
service to the Church.

Finally, on Friday, May 22 at 5:30
PM, we will celebrate a Solemn

Mass, followed by a procession
and parish in honor of St. Rita. All
are welcome to join us for these
joyful celebrations.

Thank you for your continued
support and prayers for our parish
community. We look forward to
welcoming you. For more informa-
tion, please visit stritainthedesert.
org.

By Reverend Alonzo M. Garcia

ARIZONA

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
1700 W. WASHINGTON STREET, STE. H
PHOENIX, ARIZONA 85007-2844

CHAIRMAN, NATURAL RESOURCES
ENERGY & WATER

VICE CHAIRMAN, RULES

LAND, AGRICULTURE & RURAL AFFAIRS

GAIL GRIFFIN
MEMBER, DISTRICT 19

CAPITOL: (602) 926-5895
TOLL FREE: 1(800) 352-8404

geriffin@azleg.gov

To place an ad call: 520-490-0654
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Every Thursday, 7 p.m.

Vail Al-Anon Family Group Meeting at
St. Rita in the Desert Church, 13260
E. Colossal Cave Rd. A fellowship

of relatives and friends of alcoholics
who come together for mutual help.
Families, friends and observers are
welcome. al-anon.org.

Every Friday, 6 p.m.

Celebrate Recovery meeting at
Empire High School Library, 10701 E
Mary Ann Cleveland Way. A fellow-
ship for those dealing with any type
of hurts, hang-ups and habits that are
controlling their lives. Age 18 +.

During the month May the Art Gal-
lery at the Arizona Senior Academy*
will continue to feature oil paintings
by Tucson artist Candy Schultheis.
Located in the ASA Building lobby,
the gallery is open from 9:30 a.m.

to 5 p.m. weekdays and during ASA
events.

Fri, May 1,11:30 a.m.
ASA*Concert: University of Arizona
faculty artist, cellist Theodore Buch-
holz, and guest pianist Mack McCray
perform an engaging all-Beethoven
program including Variations on The
Magic Flute, Piano Sonata Op.109,
and Sonata for Cello and Piano in G
Minor.

Sat. May 2, 3 p.m. and 7 p.m.

Award winning international organ-

ist and Vail resident, Jessie Jewitt,

will be performing Francis Poulenc’s
Concerto in G Minor with members of
the Tucson Symphony Orchestra at St
Michaels and All Angels Church, 602
N Wilmot in Tucson.

Mon, May 4, 3 p.m.

ASA*: Lecture by Joaquin Ruiz,
Ph.D., Director of Biosphere 2, U of
A Professor of Geosciences, and In-
augural Vice President of the univer-
sity’s Global Environmental Futures,
“Biosphere 3.”

Wed, May 6, 3 p.m.

ASA*: Lecture by Susan A. Crane,
Ph.D., U of A Professor of Modern
European History, “How a Historian
Remembers Nothing.” In this lecture,
Dr. Crane discusses what qualifies
as memorable and what gets lost or
erased. She considers ways in which
memories of “Nothing” shape histori-
cal narratives as well as social justice
efforts.

thevailvoice.com

Fri, May 8 (various times)

Music Between the Tracks. 5:30 p.m.;
ES Choir 5:50 p.m.; VAHS Choir 6:15
p.m.; MMHS Jazz Band 6:35 p.m.;
CHS Jazz Band at Vail Coffee Stop
Land Between the Tracks 13105 E.
Colossal Cave Rd in Vall

Fri, May 8, 11:30 a.m.

ASA* Concert: The U of A Fred Fox
Graduate Wind Quintet plays music
from the modern wind quintet reper-
toire. Members include Kayla Black-
burn, flute; Sara Hammelef, oboe; Eli
Anderson, clarinet; Jason Frogget,
horn; and Oliver Zhao, bassoon.

Mon, May 11, 3 p.m.
ASA*: Lecture TBA.

Wed, May 13, 3 p.m.

ASA*: Lecture by Phoebe Carpentier,
Communications Specialist of West-
ern Museums Association and Ph.D.
student at the U of A, “Our Roots:
‘First Generation’ Southwest Native
Women Artists Speak.” She shows
how the art by native women she col-
lected for the Arizona State Museum
expresses Indigenous philosophies
and advances visual sovereignty.

Fri, May 15, 11:30 a.m.

ASA* Concert: Hot Club of Tucson
plays Django Reinhardt-style gypsy
jazz, with violinist Nick Coventry,
guitarist Matt Mitchell, and upright
bassist Evan Dain.

Mon, May 18, 3 p.m.
ASA*: Lecture TBA.

Wed, May 20, 3 p.m.

ASA*: Lecture by Steve Smith, Ph.D.,
Professor, U of A School of Natural
Resources and the Environment,
“Stories of the Plants We Overlook.”

Fri, May 22, 11:30 a.m.

ASA* Concert: Classical guitarists
Jose Luis Puerta and Alfredo Vazquez
return to ASA to play duo composi-
tions from their latest album, Inter-
cambio, featuring new works by Latin
American composers.

Mon, May 25, 3 p.m.

ASA*: Lecture by Deborah Robin,
Ed.D., Docent Emerita, Art Institute
of Phoenix and Scottsdale Museum
of Contemporary Art, “Picasso &
Matisse: Rivals Who Revolutionized

Modern Art (Part 1 of 2).” Dr. Robin

explores early 1900s Paris, where
Picasso and Matisse launched two of
modern art’s most significant careers
in history.

Wed, May 27, 3 p.m.

ASA*: Lecture by Deborah Robin,
Ed.D., Docent Emerita, Art Institute
of Phoenix and Scottsdale Museum
of Contemporary Art, “Picasso &
Matisse: Rivals Who Revolutionized
Modern Art (Part 2).” Dr. Robin shows
their masterpieces, shares back-
ground stories and describes how
their fierce rivalry sparked Cubism
and Fauvism, reshaping perspective
and color.

Sun, May 31, 3 p.m.

ASA* Concert: The Arizona Wom-
en's Chorus performs their Spring
Concert "The Tides of Life," featuring
the newly commissioned work by
director of the Tucson Jazz Festival,
Khris Dodge, with lyrics by Katherine
Byrnes.

Mon, June 1, 3 p.m.

ASA*: Lecture by Alex La Pierre,
Co-founder of Borderlandia, “Sonora’s
Spirit: Bacanora.” The speaker will
describe the distillation process in
Sonora's Sierra Madres and uncover
roots of agave culture in northwestern
Mexico by way of geography, history,
and culinary arts. He will provide an
understanding of mezcal, tequila,
sotol and bacanora and what makes
them distinct.

Fri, June 5, 11:30 a.m.

ASA* Concert: Blue Skies Trio - vo-
calist/baritone ukelele player Gabrielle
Pietrangelo, vibraphone player Ben
DeGain, and upright bassist Thoger
Lund - perform gems from the 1930's
and 40's American Songbook.

Sun, June 7, 3 p.m.

ASA* Concert: Talented young artists
- pianist and violinist Ayla Moreno,
and cellist Max Tagawa - present a
recital of music by Beethoven, Chopin
and Handel.

*ASA. The Arizona Senior Academy
**V/PS. The Vail Preservation Society
***TVC The Vail Chorale. - TVC Events
are at Cienega High School, 12775 East
Mary Ann Cleveland Way, Room 218. Visit
www.thevailchorale.org for Registration
Form and more information, or contact
thevailchorale @gmail.com.

Heat Optimist Club Essay
Winner

Grace Reimann from Rita Ranch
won the Heat Optimist Club
Essay contest with her essay on
“How My Acts of Service Help

Me Understand What My Com-
munity Means to Me” which is
the Optimist International topic
for this year. She explained that
while volunteering did not seem
like much at the time, it had a
significant impact on the people
in her community. Grace and her
grandfather attended our January
club meeting, where she read her
essay to the members present.

It was quite a moving essay. By
winning at the club level, Grace
received a $100 prize, and her
essay will now advance to the
Arizona Optimist District level. At
this level, her essay will compete
against other essays from across
Arizona. If she wins at that level,
she will receive a $2,500 scholar-
ship. Congratulations to Grace on
her achievement.

(left to right) Jim Pekny, Club President,
and Grace Reimann Essay Winner

The Heat Optimist Club meets on
the third Thursday of each month
at Denny’s in the Houghton Town
Center. Guests are welcome.
Visit our website https://heatopti-
mistclub.org for more information
about our organization.

By Jim Pekny
President, Heat Optimist Club
May 2026 21



BUSINESS and PROFESSIONAL SERVICES

CLEANING SERVICES

2 Guys & A Sponge - Window Cleaning:
Interior Exterior Window Cleaning. Screens,
Tracks, Mirrors. Licensed, Insured. Prices that
won'’t leave a streak! Ask about our Specials!
Tyler 520-260-6360.

Let Maid 4 U Do Your Dirty Work. Residential
Cleaning. Serving Vail and Tucson for over

30 years. Fully insured, bonded and provide
workman's compensation. Mention this ad
and receive $10 off first cleaning. Call Kris
520-647-0929 (Vail). Call Kim 520-336-7509
(Tucson)

Peachy Does It Maid Service: We offer weekly,
bi-weekly, tri-weekly, monthly and move-outs.
We service Vail, Benson, Green Valley, Sahuarita
and Tucson. We have been keeping homes
Peachy Clean for over 35 years. Free Estimates.

If you want your home cleaned the right way, call
Peachy, Does It Maid Service 520-305-1289.

HANDYMAN

Beck's Handyworks - 20 yrs. Experience.
New & old construction. Electrical, Plumbing,
Drywall & more. Reasonable, Reliable,
Excellent references. Work guaranteed. Senior
& Military discounts. Call Joe 520-449-9587.

Handyman No job too small. Painting exterior
and interior, roofs, stucco, sheet rock, doors,
woodwork, wooden shelves, hauling. Call Mike
at 520-262-5258

Loren's Handyman and Painting Services.
Painting, Drywall repair, tile setting, wood
laminate floor install, minor bathroom
remodel, minor plumbing repairs, misc.
house repairs. Call or text: 520-912-5055

Civano Exercise Studio Stretch+Strength,
Pilates & Aerobics weekday classes (in-
studio & Zoom). New Yoga classes (weekday,
evening & weekend). See www.tucsonstretch.
com, contact Susan 520-270-4440 or
tucsonstretch2@gmail.com. In Civano Center,
10501 E.Seven Generations #108.
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HOME SERVICES

Tucson Grill Cleaning: for professional

BBQ grill cleaning/skilled repairs/pack-rat
solutions & seamless installations. Local/
award-winning/BBB accredited & 10+ years
strong. Book online for $10 off any service

@ TucsonGrillCleaning.com, or call 520-245-
7967 For A Clean Grill Of Health. Residential/
commercial.

Bender Information Technology Services,
LLC - Computer need a fix? Better call
B.LT.S. - Bender L.T. Services. Local, friendly,
and reliable. Exceptional residential and
small business IT. services. In-home or
remote, 24/7. www.benderlTservices.com
Call 520-200-7415

PERSONAL SERVICES

Neighborhood Barber delivers private,
one-on-one barbering with precision cuts,
fades, and shaves. Men’s and kids’ services in
a relaxed, comfortable setting at a great price.
Call 520-358-9737 or Instagram @eoc_03

Christian middle aged lady with small

dog seeking position. Small weekly salary
needed. Willing to relocate; have exp with
special needs DDD. Call Jackie 5202466153

Nanny/Babysitting Services

| provide individualized childcare services
from my home in Rancho Del Lago. Great
references and reasonable pricing, warm
family-like atmosphere. | can be reached at
520-834-6611.

STORAGE

Industrial Rental Yards East - Fenced,
Gated. Onsite Security Locking Metal
Shipping Containers monthly, quarterly,
yearly leases Utilities, Facilities Maintained
520-271-1854 6775 East Littletown Rd

- littletownenterprises@aol.com.

Weather King of Sahuarita Your local
one-stop shop for Weather King Portable
Buildings and storage solution including
utility sheds, cabins, garages and lofted
barns. Come see why these are truly the
"Best Built Sheds in the Business". 16115
S Three Wells Ct. 520-730-4086.

YARD WORK

Landscaping by J & E - Quality landscaping
at an affordable price. Best "contract
free"maintenance plans starting at $60 per
month. Free estimates! Referrals available! Call
today! 520-250-9913 Insured.

Sprinkler & Drip Irrigation Repairs -
Irrigation Repair Specialists, System Check-
Ups, Valves, Heads, Timers, Leak Detection,
Sprinkler & Drip Irrigation Maintenance,
Troubleshooting & Repairs, Wiring & Low
Pressure Problems .30+ Years of Quality
Service Call 520.306.2900

Sunrise Irrigation Since 1984. Owner Tom
Daniels. Specialists in installations, repairs, and
troubleshooting of sprinkler and drip systems.
Email: lindycm@msn.com Phone: 520 882-
9929. Licensed and Insured.

Wild Terrain Landscaping: Experienced,
Reliable and Affordable. Weeding, cleaning,
trimming, gravel. Junk removal/hauling,
irrigation installs & service, pre and post
emergent spray...and more! Call Eduardo:
520-396-8449. Free Estimates!

Classified Ad Rates: $50 for up to 30
words. $1 additional for each word
thereafter. Business Name will be Bolded.
Additional Bolding ($1 per word) is now
available. No ALL CAPS or graphics, please.
Ad copy is due by the 10th of the month for
publication the following month.

To place a classified ad, send an email to:
classifieds@TheVailVoice.com.

Del Toro Fence Solutions

« Licensed
« Bonded
« Insured

CONTACT
MartinLyman

J (586) 260-3809

hotwirefencetucson.com

« Quality and Reliability You Can Trust «

AZ Lantanas
Landscaping

(520) 288-1271

Yard Maintenance

Tree Trimming

Initial and Monthly Service
Rock Installation

Weed Control

10% Military & Veterans
Discount and Much More.....

Free Estimates!!!
Owner: Juan Gastelum

Reach Your Audience.

Contact Sales:
Sales@TheVailVoice.com
(520) 490-0654

Your 1/8 Page Ad Here.

"VAILVOICE | thevailvoice.com

To place an ad call: 520-490-0654



CONTEMPLATIONS

Thoughtful

Ponderances o« ® ®

A Celebrity Comes To Vail

Our city of Vail is known for its
small-town, rural atmosphere,

its proximity to the world-famous
Saguaro National Park and some
spectacular views of the surround-
ing mountains. Additionally, we
are constantly ranked among the
top school districts in Arizona for
academic performance.

And now our community can add
another accolade to our list of gold

medal honors—a celebrity of nota-

ble infamy has been discovered in
our ranks and lives among us.

Renowned for her stunning good
looks, she’s featured in a national
television commercial, full page
ads in Better Homes and Gar-
dens and People Magazine, and
even on the coveted back cover
of National Geographic. A full-time
resident in the Rancho del Lago
Del Webb community, her name is
“Hitails Vera Mooner”.

And she is a cat. The four-legged
kind.

“Vera” as she is called, catapult-
ed into infamy with assistance
"Contemplations" cont. on page 26

Greater Vail Area Chamber of Commerce

Influencing Vail's Future

"To enhance growth opportunities and advance economic
development in the Greater Vail Area."

13105 E Colossal Cave Rd | Vail, AZ 85641 | 520.261.8245

New Members

e Sorce Sighature
Outdoors Co
¢ Jade Rose Travel, LLC

Renewing Members
¢ Rincon Valley Fire
District

Pima County One Stop
OOROO Auto

West Press

Galaxy Theatres

Vail School District

.......

Tuesday

a-3oM:y.1:;2 m Foundation
SRR Bill’'s Home Service
TMC Health

Mountain View Ranch
13781 S Marrs Ranch Rd
Vail, AZ 85641

Tucson Roadrunners
Republic Services
COX Communications

RSVP Today
greatervailchamber.com

@

REATE,

o
VAIL\\VAREA

greatervailchamber.com

Elisabeth Bell’s
coloring Page

elisabethbell.com

& Eksabeth Bell 2026. ANl nghls resanved.
The alteration of this image is strictly p , mciuding the .. ar
sale of this image in any form withoul a legal license and written consent
provided by the Arist,

thevailvoice.com
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 Complete Inspection Report
@ Condensate Line Flushing
¥ Condenser Coil Cleaning

Licensed + Bonded « Insured « ROC #357724
= Veteran Owned

Proudly serving Vail & Corona de Tucson, with fast, reliable service across Southern Arizona.

520-878-7357 « Call or Text to Schedule

Ready to retire?

Do you have a plan in place?
Let’s talk.

Fee Only Fiduciary, | act in your best interest.

Brad Singer, CFA

To learn more, call
480-330-4878

Brad Singer today

Brad@VailFinancialAdvisors.com

%L FINA

NCIAL
ORS

ADWIS0

1® Academy Villas

Assisted Living and Memory Care
Living Well with Assistance

T ~wer g gl

A warm, intimate community offering
compassionate care in a peaceful desert setting.

Now welcoming new residents.

13775 E Langtry Lane, Tucson, Az. 85747
(520) 647-7500 | academyuvillas.org

Word|Search|

Movie Actresses 1

AL CONNEILLYHTHIDW
DAEEOSI| ALNABNADZ®O
ANERRI MNDOTLEVR
MEEI LOQJGNTRHRLLLITT
S HEROOMEAS ANLSL
TCUSACKYMUWTATE A
GNINNAFNRHAEITP
HUNTERNILIORYBTECAC
N EGCGSHKODUDR I AEEUT
HYOUEORAQCCHUBTUBW
Y LHE GEMAMTCAHUIKE A
CRNTTI ZPNI1BIZ CNNT
EERSEANASETLNAII S
R LE@E | L LOHKOAEWNH®S
A FMDODBBABTAHBSNILOSAG:N

ADAMS, Amy CUTHBERT, Elisha LANE, Diane

ALBA, Jessica DAVIS, Hope LANGE, Jessica

ALLEN, Joan DENCH, Judi MCDORMAND, Frances

BARRYMORE, Drew
BENING, Annette
BERRY, Halle

BIEL, Jessica
BLANCHETT, Cate
BLETHYN, Brenda
BLUNT, Emily
CLOSE, Glenn
CONNELLY, Jennifer
CUSACK, Joan

DIAZ, Cameron
FANNING, Dakota
FOSTER, Jodie
GUGINO, Carla
HATHAWAY, Anne
HUNTER, Holly
HUSTON, Anjelica
JOLIE, Angelina
KEENER, Catherine

MIRREN, Helen
MOORE, Demi
PALTROW, Gwyneth
PAQUIN, Anna
RICCI, Christina
SWANK, Hilary
THEROQON, Charlize
THOMPSON, Emma
WATSON, Emily
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Supporting the Mental
Wellness of Our Vail Com-
munity

In a growing and vibrant commu-
nity like Vail, Arizona, it's easy to
stay focused on the many things
that keep us busy—family life,
careers, school activities, and
everything in between. But behind
the scenes, many individuals and
families are quietly navigating
stress, anxiety, relationship chal-
lenges, and life transitions.

At Mindful Vision Counseling, we
believe mental health care should
feel accessible, personalized, and
rooted in the community it serves.
We are proud to offer services in
the Vail area, supporting teens,
adults, and families with compas-
sionate, professional care.

A Whole-Person Approach

Our practice focuses on the con-
nection between mental, emotion-
al, and physical well-being. We
work collaboratively with each cli-
ent to create individualized plans
that support meaningful, long-term
growth.

We provide support for:

» Anxiety & stress

» Depression & mood concerns
» Trauma & PTSD

» Teen & family challenges

* ADHD & focus concerns

» Life transitions & burnout

Our goal is simple: to create a
space where individuals feel
heard, supported, and empow-
ered.

Local Care. Flexible Options.
We offer in-person counseling in
Vail and Tucson, along with virtual
sessions across Arizona, making it
easier to access care in a way that
fits your life.

Whether you are a parent, teen,
or adult navigating daily stressors,
we are here to help.

We Want To Hear From Vail

As members of this community,

thevailvoice.com

we know the best way to serve is
to listen.

What types of mental health sup-
port would be most helpful for you
or your family?

Are there resources you wish were
more available locally?

Would workshops, support groups,
or school-based services make a
meaningful difference?

We invite community members,
parents, educators, and local or-
ganizations to share their input so
we can continue to grow in ways
that truly support Vail's needs.

By A. Whitney Shea, LPC-S, CAS-
DCS, ADHD-CCSP

Owner & Clinical Director, Mindful
Vision Counseling

"Skyward" continued from page 8

series of sketches about a fight over
a comet. Notice the shape of the
telescope in the fifth sketch. Pic-
tures used with the kind permission
of Dr. Mario Motta.

David H Levy is arguably one of the
most famous amateur astronomers
of our time. He has written over
three dozen books. Among David’s
accomplishments
are 23 comet
discoveries, the
most famous
being Shoemak-
er-Levy 9 which
collided with
Jupiter.

Cienega
Creek

-
*F
DAR

Daughters of the
American Revolution

Chapter,
NSDAR

Women In History- Martie
Maierhauser

This year Cienega Creek chapter's
women in history recipient was
Martie Maierhauser. Originally
from South Dakota, in 1962, at just
21 years old and midway through
her junior year studying English
and Biology, she moved to Valil,
Arizona, with Joe Maierhauser,
operator and director of Colossal
Cave Mountain Park. She soon
began working alongside him as

a co-operator, and they married in
1965.

From her first visit, Martie was
captivated by the cave and its
surrounding desert landscape. At
that time, the park covered only 40
acres. As the Vail area grew, she
and Joe recognized the impor-
tance of protecting the cave and
its viewshed. Over time, they pur-
chased surrounding land visible
from the cave ramada, helping ex-
pand the protected area to 2,000
acres and ensuring its preserva-
tion for future generations.

In 1988, the Maierhausers
reached an agreement with Pima
County to transfer protected lands
to the park foundation. In recent
years, that land has been trans-
ferred to the county for permanent
conservation. In 2005, Martie
founded the Cienega Watershed
Partnership and served as its first
president, documenting the re-
gion’s environmental and cultural
history.

After Joe’s passing in 2007, Martie
stepped into his role as operator
and director of the park, continu-
ing their shared mission. She has
since retired. More recently, she
donated her home, “Bear Claw,”

[NETe = A

to the Vail Preservation Society to
support local history. She remains
active in preservation efforts,
contributes to community projects,
and enjoys time with her family.

The National Society of Daughters
of the American Revolution (NS-
DAR) is a non-profit, non-political,
worldwide service organization de-
voted to Historic Preservation, Ed-
ucation, Patriotism, and family his-
tory. If you are interested in joining
or have questions and inquiries for
the Regent, Kelly Hansen please
email cienegacreekregent@gmail.
com or the Registrar, Sierra Han-
sen at cienegacreekregistrar@
gmail.com.

The content contained herein
does not necessarily represent the
position of the NSDAR. Hyperlinks
to other sites are not the respon-
sibility of the NSDAR, the state
organizations or individual DAR
chapters.

Sierra Hansen - State American
History Committee Chairman,
State Pages Committee Co-Chair,
Organizing Chapter Regent of
Cienega Creek ;

Chapter and Ar-
izona Daughters
of the American
Revolution
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SOUTHEAST

COUNCIL

SEAC May 2026 Update

The Leisure Resources Commit-
tee chaired by Linda Broadwater
and has two sub-committees that
are an integral part of the Leisure
Resources Committee. The overall
purpose of the committee is to
promote opportunities for healthy
life styles and self-improvement
for residents of South East Pima
County. The specific sub-commit-
tees and their responsibilities are:

Parks, Trails and Recreation

» work with government agencies
to provide planning input repre-
senting the needs for future the
future—this includes parks, trails
and recreational facilities and
opportunities for the enjoyment
of the community (i.e. develop-
ment of Esmond Station Region-
al Park on land located on Mary
Ann Cleveland/Houghton, which
has been discussed by Steve
Christy, district 4 Supervisor and
Tucson Ward 4 Councilwoman,
Nikki Lee in previous issues of
the Vail Voice.

» monitor use of and maintenance
of current parks, trails and recre-
ational endeavors in

» South East Pima County

* research resident concerns pre-
sented by community members
and work with appropriate agen-
cies for an applicable resolution

* attend government agency advi-
sory and committee meetings

Library

» work with government agencies
on the preservation of current
assets of the Edmond Station-W.
Anne Gibson Library

* support programs and activities
provided at the library and proj-
ects offered by Friends of the
Library

* research resident concerns

26 The Vail Voice

presented by community mem-
bers and work with the library to
assist in resolving any concerns

« attend Pima County Library
Meetings

South East Area Council of Pima
County is looking for additional
members to serve on committees.
If you are interested in the leisure
resources of your community
contact South East Area Council
of Pima County by email at seac@
seazcouncil.org. Every resident’s
input and opinion is important.

By Carol Wagner Williams
seac@seazcouncil.org

= G
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PLUMBING LLC

| Every.

We Are Here -Fo-i'"_

RELIABLE AND PROFESSIONAL ¢
"PLUMBING SERVICES AT A LOWER CO

DAM Time.

| & info@bestdamplumbing.com S

"Contemplations” cont. from page 23

from her owner and “manager”,
Lisa-Maria Padilla, a resident in
the Rancho del Lago Del Webb
neighborhood. This alluring Abys-
sinian with her striking good looks
and purr-suasive purr-sonality has
climbed the cat-walk of success
into feline infamy.

According to Ms. Padilla, who
raises Abyssinian cats and trains
them to perform, “The televi-
sion commercial was a highlight.
Vera nailed the role as an alluring,
athletic feline, casually strolling
along the back of a sofa—exact-
ly the graceful look that the
directors were hoping for".

All kitty-ing aside, we can cele-
brate our new little neighbor as
she claws her way to stardom in
her paw-si-tive and purr-fessional
role--climbing the catwalk of suc-
cess; into the national spotlight,
and cat-a-pulted into feline infa-
my, to be fur-ever celebrated and
adored.

Khevin Barnes
lives in the Del
Webb commu-
nity of Vail,
along with his
wife, two cats, a
tortoise and an
infinite number
of unidentified desert critters.

JUNIOR'S

YARD & TREE SERVICES

Specializing In:
 Yard & Acreage Clean Up
& Brush Removal
e Cactus & Pack Rat Nest Removal

e Tree Trimming and Tree removal
Palm - Mesquite - Pine -Saguaro

Call or Text Me, Jeremiah @ (520) 697-0216
“I Will Make Your Place Look Fantastic”
Jeremiah W.L. Patten

(®ooroo

Auto Repair With Heart

OOROO Auto is proud to join the Vail community!
Locally owned and operated, OOROO provides expert
car repair and maintenance

For a limited time: Take $25 or 10% off your next service.

(520) 394-8394 | Monday-Friday: 7:30am-5:30pm
10508 E Old Vail Rd (next to Hotrods)

oorooauto.com

S
Arizona Daily Star oBB

AZ DAILY STAR
READERS FAVORITE

SOUTHERN ARIZOMA TORCH AWARD

ETHICS & CUSTOMER EXCELLENCE

To place an ad call: 520-490-0654




Serving Rita Ranch and Southeast
Tucson for over 15 years!

Attention, Full-Service Pet Clinic

OUR SERVICES INCLUDE:

Quality Care, Personalized

CO2 Laser Surgery
Digital Radiology
Internal Medicine
Dentistry

Cold Laser Therapy
Microchipping

Puppy & Kitten Packages

574-3700

Heather Redmon, DVM
www.maderavet.com

Large, private parking lot for your pet's safety

Valencia Rd

Madera Veterinary
Hospital

al se~Tacol

O

7681 S. Houghton Road

Excellent Care for Excellent Pets!
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Yéhr
Home’s Value .
Into Opportunity -

Turni'né

For many homeowners, a large
portion of their financial value is
tied up in their home. But that
value doesn’t have to stay locked
away. A Home Equity Line of
Credit, better known as a HELOC,
can offer a flexible way to access
funds when you need them most.

Here in Southern Arizona, where
homes often grow and change
with the seasons, adding shade
structures, updating outdoor
spaces, or tackling long-overdue
upgrades, a HELOC can be a
practical way to fund those proj-
ects over time.

A HELOC works a bit like a cred-

it card, but it's secured by your
home. Instead of receiving a lump
sum upfront, you're approved for

a credit limit and can draw from it
as needed. That flexibility makes it
especially useful when costs aren’t
fixed or fully known ahead of time.

So when does a HELOC actually
make sense?

For many homeowners, it starts
with a specific goal. Home im-
provement projects are one of
the most common uses, whether
it's refreshing a kitchen, repair-
ing a roof after monsoon season,
or investing in energy-efficient
upgrades to keep cooling costs
down. Because you can draw
funds as needed, a HELOC
helps manage costs as a project
evolves.

Others use a HELOC to consol-
idate higher-interest debt. By
shifting balances into a lower-rate
option, it can simplify monthly
payments and potentially reduce
overall interest, if there’s a clear
plan in place.

It can also serve as a financial

safety net. Life doesn’t always
follow a script, and having access
to funds for unexpected expenses
can provide stability without need-
ing to tap into savings or take out
multiple loans.

That said, timing matters. A
HELOC is tied to your home, so
it's important to consider your
overall financial picture before
opening one. Is your income
steady? Are your current expens-
es manageable? Do you have a
clear idea of how you’d use the
funds?

When there’s a defined purpose
behind the decision, a HELOC
tends to feel like a tool. Without
that clarity, it can become just
another balance to manage.

Another factor to consider is when
you open it. Many homeown-

ers wait until they urgently need
funds, which can lead to rushed
decisions. Exploring your options
ahead of time allows you to under-
stand how a HELOC works and
decide if it fits before the pressure
is on.

For those who decide it's the right
move, today’s options offer flexi-
bility. Homeowners can typically
borrow anywhere from $10,000
to $250,000, use only what they
need, and avoid prepayment
penalties if they choose to pay it
off early.

Right now, there’s also an added
incentive to explore this option.
With Hughes Federal Credit
Union, applicants who apply be-
tween April 1 and December 31,
2026, can have fees waived up to
$975, helping reduce upfront costs
and make it easier to get started.

To learn more or explore your
options, visit HughesFCU.org/
HELOC.

P¥% Hughes

!" Federal Credit Union
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our home.
Your‘new potential.

Fees waived up to $975 with a Home Equity Line of Credit.

Use the value in your home to borrow between $10,000 and $250,000 for house renovations,
consolidating debt, or life’s next chapter. Save with our limited time offer to waive fees up to $975.
With Hughes Federal Credit Union’s “One Low Rate” guarantee, all our members get our same low
rate—no matter your credit score.

Your home takes you further at HughesFCU.org/HELOC

Insured by NCUA. NMLS #411592. Loan must remain open minimum of two years to avoid repayment of fees. Minimum $10,000 advance at funding. Fees
waived include appraisal fees, title fees, flood determination fee, and recording fee. Maximum fees waived up to $975. Primary residence with up to 90% Loan to
Value. The Annual Percentage Rate shall be subject to modification and adjustment any quarter hereafter until this loan is fully paid and discharged. Offer good
through December 31, 2026. Certain restrictions apply.

) L Hughes HughesFCU.
"‘ Federal Credit Union 520-794-8341

org
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