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Designed by Nature

LiveRockingK.comVisit

Why wait? Spend your holidays at Rocking K and enjoy the 
natural beauty of living next to the Rincon Mountains and Saguaro 
National Park. Take advantage of the top tier schools of Vail 
Unified School District, including Saguaro Creek, VUSD’s newest 
K-8 School located within Rocking K. Enjoy a full calendar of 
HOA hosted on-site fun events for families, children and adults, 
designed to build lasting friendships among Rocking K neighbors.
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Angel Tree: Lighting the Way

"Angel Tree"
continued on page 6

At VailUSD, we recognize the im-
portance of providing wraparound 
support to our children and their 
families, especially during periods 
of financial difficulty. The Angel 
Tree Program is a key initiative 
designed to meet the essential 
needs during the holiday season.

This program helps alleviate fi-
nancial stress by providing Holi-
day gifts and basic necessities to 

families who have been identified 
as needing support by our Student 
Services Coordinators and Coun-
selors. It is a direct and impactful 
way for the community to contrib-
ute to the well-being of our chil-
dren.

Donor Opportunities  
and Guidelines
We are actively seeking donors, 
individuals, groups, and business-

es to partner with us in this effort. 
Your support helps strengthen our 
community by ensuring families 
can meet their children's needs 
without undue hardship.

How You Can Participate:

Adopt a Child or Family: Donors 
receive a wish list from a child. We 
ask that each child receive one



It seems we 
can’t go a day 
without reading 
or hearing the 
term, “afford-
able housing”.  
Unfortunately, 
like so many 
topics, those words really don’t 
describe the term in practice. 

I believe when most of us think of 
affordable housing, we envision a 
young person or couple starting 
out on career and family paths, 
scrimping, and saving to move 
out, either from their parent’s 
home or from a rented apartment, 
into their own first home.  This 
would require finding, qualifying 
for, and securing a mortgage, 
homeowner’s insurance, and all 
the associated costs with mov-
ing in to the residence. Then the 
long haul begins of making those 
monthly payments and maintain-
ing their property and everything 
that goes along with home owner-
ship and responsibility.

After some years of this disci-
pline and sacrifice, choices could 
appear for these same homeown-
ers to either move up into a larger 
residence or continue to build 
equity in their original purchase.  
Whatever pathway is chosen, it is 
reflective of the financial abilities, 
effort, and record of the home-
owner. Toward the end of this 
homeownership journey, more 
opportunities appear in utilizing 
the home’s equity for retirement, 
another home, or any number of 
options as a result of the faithful 
stewardship of the homeowner.  
Sound familiar? 

The term “affordable” traditionally 
has been associated in this sce-
nario with the price of the home, 

Supporting 
Our Commu-
nity, On and 
Off the Road

El Tour de 
Tucson is 
almost here. 
This annual event showcases the 
beauty of our region and brings 
visitors from around the world. As 
we shared last month, my team 
has worked closely with the El 
Tour Board to make sure south-
east Tucson and Vail residents are 
well-informed and able to move 
around safely during the ride. 

If you plan to be out and about 
that weekend, please check out 
route maps, detours, and closure 
details in advance at eltourdetuc-
son.org. We’re wishing everyone 
a safe and enjoyable ride this year 
and hoping for minimal disrup-
tion so our community can enjoy 
a productive weekend doing the 
things we love. Also see list of 
Road Closures and Road Delays 
on page 13.

Coming Together to Support 
Families in Need

I’m writing this on October 23 
while the federal government re-
mains shut down. By the time this 
newspaper reaches your hands, I 
sincerely hope the shutdown has 
ended and that federal employees 
in our community are once again 
receiving their paychecks.

Even when the federal govern-
ment is running, many families 
across southern Arizona continue 
to face challenges as we head 
into the holidays. That’s why I’ve 
partnered with the Air Force Ser-
geants Association Chapter 1261, 
the City of Tucson’s City Vets Em-

ployee Resource Group, and the 
Chamber of Southern Arizona for 
a region-wide food drive benefit-
ing the Community Food Bank of 
Southern Arizona.

I also want to highlight the Re-
Sources Vail Food Bank (https://
resourcesvail.org) as one of the 
local drop-off sites and a valuable 
ongoing resource for individuals 
and families in need right here in 
our community.

If you’re able, please consider do-
nating non-perishable food items 
or making a monetary donation. 
Every $1 provides 3 meals for 
families in Southern Arizona.

Our Southern Arizona communi-
ty has always shown up for one 
another, especially in challenging 
times. Thank you for helping make 
this season a little brighter for our 
neighbors who need it most.

As always, you can reach my 
office with any questions or con-
cerns.

-Nikki

the interest rate, and term of the 
mortgage, the monthly mortgage 
payment and the costs related 
to the maintenance of the home 
itself.  Now, “affordable housing” 
means something totally different.

Today, when you hear politicians 
speak of “affordable housing”, they 
are redefining the term to mean 
“taxpayer-funded public hous-
ing”. The majority of the Board of 
Supervisors recently passed a ten-
year, $250 Million public housing 
initiative, to be paid for by you, the 
tax paying property owners. 

This scheme passed 4-1 with no 
public hearings or public input, ex-
tremely limited public knowledge, 
but with a hefty report authored by 
a Portland consultancy.  In a nut-
shell, Pima County property own-
ers will fund developers (we’ve 
noted, mostly from out of state) 
with heavily-subsidized land to 
build heavily-subsidized housing 
units to be rented out to rent-sub-
sidized individuals.  Both ends of 
this spectrum, from construction to 
habitation will be funded primarily 
through your property taxes from 
the County’s General Fund. 

Additionally, countywide initiatives 
have been created that will utilize 
county-owned land to accommo-
date these public housing projects.  
It could involve properties across 
the street or just down the block 
from where you live. This huge an-
nual spending from the County’s 
General Fund is unsustainable.  
Not to worry, my colleagues have 
made it clear that your property 
taxes will be raised to pay for this.

If we look at the traditional “afford-
able housing” scenario, imagine 
this: After years of responsible 
home-ownership and playing by 
the rules, county residents will be 
opening their annual property tax 
statements and shocked by the 
increases listed, all to pay to build 
public housing projects inhabited 
by people whose rent is tax subsi-
dized.  

The latest from Pima County District 4 
Supervisor Steve Christy The latest from Tucson Ward 4 

Councilwoman Nikki Lee

Ward
Update 4CITY OF TUCSON

"Steve Christy"
continued on page 13

City of Tucson Ward 4 Council-
woman Nikki Lee
    520-791-3199
    Ward4@tucsonaz.gov
    www.tucsonaz.gov/ward4
    /CouncilwomanLee
    @nikkilee_az
    @CouncilwomanLee
or: www.facebook.com/cotward4
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“Where Educa-
tion Is a Com-
munity Effort” 
— Most Vail 
residents have 
heard this mot-
to of the Vail 
School District 
many times as it truly is a reflec-
tion of this unique community’s 
greatest priority… its children. We 
gather at the fairgrounds in droves 
each February for Vail Pride Day 
to show our young people how 
deeply we value them. We claim 
our tax credits by sending stu-
dents across the globe, enabling 
students to participate in count-
less extracurricular activities, and 
providing for a school’s greatest 
needs. We show up on countless 
committees to plan new schools, 
hire new principals, and develop 
Common Technology Values. 

But, the motto means more than 
showing up, serving one another, 
and helping fund specific student 
needs. It also means linking arms 
in supporting best instructional 
practices and supports. Parents sit 
with their children to help them un-
derstand homework and study for 
assessments. Check and Connect 
Mentors visit with their assigned 
students to help with tutoring 
needs. And, Reading Heroes sit 
with students to help them im-
prove literacy skills. I am grateful 
for this continued critical support 
in all of these areas. 

I write today to ask for each of 
you, whether you are a parent, a 
grandparent, an aunt or uncle, or a 
neighbor to join us in helping Vail’s 
students in another critical area of 
need - learning to become strong, 
confident readers. 

Many of you may have noticed na-

tional reporting over the last month 
about third grade reading perfor-
mance across the country. Nation-
ally, the number of children who 
are reading at grade level by third 
grade has not seen improvement 
or growth since the pandemic.  

While the academic achievement 
of students in Vail is among the 
very best in the state of Arizona 
and beyond, Vail is not immune 
to these struggles. But, in Vail, we 
are continually improving and are 
never content with the status quo. 

Reading instruction is no excep-
tion. We have been working the 
last three years to improve our 
students’ proficiency in reading. 
Using state testing data that mea-
sures students’ proficiency in key 
skills including reading, writing, 
critical thinking, and oral reading 
fluency, Vail worked to identify 
where our students need addition-
al instruction or support.

Vail utilizes the Science of Read-
ing which is a body of research 
that investigates how children 
learn to read and what instruction-
al approaches are most effective. 
It includes the study of neurosci-
ence, linguistics, psychology, and 
education of how children learn to 
read. The program utilizes multi-
ple literacy components daily at 
the kindergarten through second 
grade levels including phonics 
instruction, critical thinking and 
literary analysis, fluency and com-
prehension, and more. 

It is not only our job but also a 
top priority to ensure our students 
are receiving the very best quali-
ty education. Our goal is to build 
confident, skilled readers. As 
such, we watch our many student 
achievement indicators in literacy, 
and we are always evolving in 
best practices.

Since launching this program, we 
are seeing tremendous growth, 
especially in kindergarten stu-
dents’ understanding of introduc-
tory literacy skills. We are also 
"John Carruth" continued on page 5

VUSD 
Update

The Latest from Vail School District 
Superintendent John Carruth

Shining a Light 
on Community 
Priorities: Out-
door Lighting, 
RTA Next & 
VailFest

As our region 
continues to grow, two important 
community topics are drawing 
attention this month: the Outdoor 
Lighting Code and RTA Next. 
Both directly affect how we live, 
work, and travel,  and both call for 
thoughtful community engagement 
and collaboration.

The Outdoor Lighting Code is 
open for public comment until 
October 15. This code plays a key 
role in balancing safety, sus-
tainability, and the protection of 
our night skies,  one of southern 
Arizona’s most treasured assets. 
For residents, it means enjoying 
our star-filled evenings without 
excessive glare; for businesses, 
it’s about maintaining visibility and 
efficiency while preserving the 
character of our region. Whether 
you’re a business owner, a home-
owner, or simply someone who 
appreciates the desert night, your 
feedback helps ensure lighting 
standards support safety, beauty, 
and sustainability for everyone.

At the same time, the community 
conversation around RTA Next 
continues to grow. The proposed 
continuation of the Regional 
Transportation Authority plan will 
shape how transportation fund-
ing is distributed across Pima 
County in the years ahead. For 
the Vail area, this means future 
investments in road maintenance, 
congestion relief, and infrastruc-
ture that supports safe and effi-
cient travel. The decisions made 
through RTA Next will influence 

how we connect to work, school, 
and local businesses and how we 
continue to strengthen the eco-
nomic vitality of our region.

Transportation and planning dis-
cussions often go hand-in-hand 
with celebrating the spirit of our 
community , and there’s no better 
example than VailFest, returning 
for its 16th year at the Pima Coun-
ty Fairgrounds! The Vail Chamber 
of Commerce invites everyone to 
join us for this exciting celebration, 
featuring a festive parade at 9:30 
AM, emceed by Dan Marries from 
KOLD Channel 13. The parade 
lineup includes Mayor Tom Mur-
phy, Representative Lupe Diaz 
(LD 19), Supervisor Steve Christy, 
Senator David Gowan (LD 19), 
Councilwoman Nikki Lee, Kev-
in Volk, and four Vail-area high 
school homecoming courts. Enjoy 
local vendors, food trucks, and a 
Fun Zone for kids of all ages,  a 
true celebration of community con-
nection and pride.

The Greater Vail Chamber of 
Commerce encourages residents 
to stay engaged in shaping the 
policies and celebrations that de-
fine our future. Together, we light 
the path forward , on our roads, 
under our skies, and in our com-
munity spirit.

Dr. Denise Bowls
President/CEO
Greater Vail Area Chamber of 
Commerce

greater vailChamber

Update
The Latest from Dr. Denise Bowls, 
President / CEO
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Green Valley communities need to 
participate with either https://www.
scenicsantaritas.org/ who utilize 
doctors, lawyers and scientists or 
the grassroots community group 
Nocopperworld.com. Join us and 
let’s work to protect our community.

Julez Buell

Dear Editor,
Save Our Pond - The pond in 
Rancho Del Lago is more than 
just water; it is the very heart of 
our community. It is the reason 
our neighborhood bears the name 
“Rancho Del Lago,” meaning 
“Ranch of the Lake.” Since the 
very beginning, this pond has 
been the centerpiece, the feature 
that gives our community its char-
acter and beauty. For nearly two 
decades I have fished its waters, 
and for the last 13 years I have 
shared that joy with my grandchil-
dren. It has been a place where 
families gather, where children 
laugh, and where neighbors find 
peace together.

So many memories have been 
created here. Residents come to 
sit on the benches and take in the 
calm surroundings. Families bring 
their dogs to play, and children sail 
their remote-control boats across 

the surface. Couples and gradu-
ates have chosen this pond as the 
backdrop for their most treasured 
pictures—weddings, proms, mile-
stones—all framed by this special 
place. For many who know it, the 
pond is not just another feature; 
it is the number one amenity of 
Rancho Del Lago.

Yet sadly, not all residents even 
know of this gift. And now, in a 
time when awareness should be 
raised and its beauty cherished 
more than ever, I must share with 
sorrow that the RDL HOA has re-
cently decided to stop maintaining 
the pond and surrounding area. 
For nearly 15 years, the HOA has 
cared for it, even adding a park-
ing lot and walking path so that 
all residents could have access. 
But now, this blessing risks being 
abandoned.

I plead with you—the HOA board 
and the golf course owner, Mr. 
David Mendel—to reconsider. The 
pond was part of the vision for 
this community, a promise made 
to prospective residents when the 
land was developed and sold. The 
owner profited from the beauty of 
this feature, and with that comes 
an obligation to sustain it. To allow 
it to fade away is not only to break 
faith with the past, but to rob future 
generations of joy.

Please, fill the pond, restore it to 
its full capacity, and maintain this 
treasured space. Let us honor 
our community, its history, and its 
future by preserving the heart of 
Rancho Del Lago..

Carl Grigel 

Dear Editor,
Congratulations to Arizona’s 
newest town, San Tan, the 92nd 
municipality in the state.  San Tan 
incorporated on August 6, 2025 
with 66% of its residents voting 
in favor of self-representation.  A 
Pinal County spokesperson, Mike 
Goodman, said, “We’ve heard loud 
and clear from the public that they 
want to be able to govern them-

Dear Editor,
Fellow people who love, live and 
play in the Santa Rita Mountains, 
are you okay with a foreign cor-
poration taking our resources 
and shipping it off for processing, 
eventually being sold back to you? 
There is no equitable compen-
sation taking place for this. Our 
politicians can only cite job growth 
as our bonus so who is bene-
fitting? Open a Costco instead 
which would give nearly the same 
amount of good job openings 
with great benefits and long term 
gains. I get that we need to bring 
production back to our country. In 
a crisis, there is no time to wait 
for a barge to come from across 
the world with supplies and op-
timally we should be supporting 
local ventures where our money 
stays in our community.. What I 
can’t abide however are corpora-
tions coming from other countries, 
using millions of gallons of our 
fresh aquifer water a day, driving 
up our energy costs, polluting our 
air and water to lawful levels and 
then eventually leaving us with 
the aftermath. There are ways 
to do things responsibly but they 
require less investor profit so they 
only happen if enough people rise 
up and demand better. Our Vail, 
Corona de Tucson, Sahuarita and 

selves.  Residents will be able to 
take responsibility for their own 
growth…and provide them with 
lobbying power which will then go 
to the state of Arizona to get their 
portion of the tax dollars.”  The 
new Town of San Tan will take 
local control in July 2026 as the 
15th most populated town/city in 
the state..

Rob Samuelsen

Dear Editor,
Thank you for printing my previ-
ous submission as a letter to the 
editor.  I would like to offer another 
submission that you could include 
as an article or as a letter to the 
editor:

Pope Francis described mercy 
as “the best thing we can feel; it 
changes the world.  A little mercy 
makes the world less cold and 
more just.”

In our day of heightened political 
tensions and economic uncer-
tainties, with many people driven 
by fear or suspicion, we long for 
a world that could be a little less 
cold and a little more just.  We long 
for a world changed by mercy.

Interestingly, one of the Biblical 
words for mercy is the Hebrew 
word rachamim which derives 
from the Hebrew word for uterus 
or womb, rechem, connecting 
mercy (or compassion) to the 
depth of care a mother has for the 
child she is carrying.  Rabbi David 
Aaron adds, “It’s not just about 
what someone feels for you—it’s 
about the way they hold you, 
support you, and provide for you 
without expectation or judgment.” 

That’s the kind of thing that could 
change our world, that could make 
our world less cold and more just.

Grace Richardson Long shares an 
example of such mercy—of hold-
ing and supporting another, and of 
making the world a little less cold:

letters
to the 
editor
Our Readers Sound Off!

L2E

We welcome a diversity of views in 
The Vail Voice. To submit a Letter to 
the Editor, please include your full 
name, and try to keep letters to 400 
words. Anonymous letters will not be 
published. We will print a maximum of 
two letters that writers submit on the 
same subject. Please send by the 15th 
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"Letters to the Editor"
continued on page 5
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“As a single parent, I worried 
about coping with chores when 
we moved from the city into the 
country.  However, a grandfatherly 
neighbor helped me with repair 
work.  Then he died, and his wife 
was alone for the first time in her 
life.  Knocks on Mary Lou’s door 
went unanswered, but she always 
went to the post office at 2 p.m.  I 
just happened to show up there 
with fresh-baked bread.  She 
thanked me and left.

“Two days later, I was back with 
a casserole.  Soon other towns-
people began appearing with 
food. One day Mary Lou wasn’t 
there, and the smiling postmis-
tress handed me this note: ‘Dear 
Friends, You have helped me 
through a most difficult time.  
Since I can’t possibly eat all the 
food you’ve been bringing me and 
the freezer’s full, you’re invited to 
supper tomorrow night at six.’”

Mercy—it’s “the best thing we can 
feel; it changes the world.  A little 
mercy makes the world less cold 
and more just.”

As Mother Teresa advises us, “Go 
out into the world today and love 
the people you meet.  Let your 
presence light new light in the 
hearts of people.”

Tom Tripp

Dear Editor,
Thank You, Rev. Dr. Brooke Wilk-
erson for your accurate, insightful 
words. Both of our fathers and 
uncles fought in World War II... 
landed on D-Day... fought in the 
Battle of the Bulge... participated 
in liberating one of the concentra-
tion camps. Yes, we are keenly 
aware of the path this country is 
heading towards; unfortunately. 
If people in the U.S. fail to take 
a stand against these injustices, 
history will repeat itself.

Tom and Micki Thren

Thank you to those who took the 
time and initiative to send in your 
letters and share your opinion. 
We at the Vail Voice believe in the 
importance of hearing all voices in 
the community.   
 

Send your letters to:  
Editor@TheVailVoice.com 

From the Editor

utilizing the program with students 
who are in more advanced grades 
who have reading gaps and are 

seeing tremendous success and 
growth.

However, learning to read isn’t 
confined to the walls of our 
schools. There are many easy 
strategies that can be used at 
home and in the community to 
help children become better read-
ers. One of the easiest and most 
rewarding is carving out a few 
minutes each day to read with our 
children. Begin reading to children 
as soon as you can to help them 
develop key language and literacy 
skills. Books are also a great re-
ward for positive behavior. Earning 
extra books or chapters highly 
motivates young children. 

Visit the library regularly. Let’s 
keep the W. “Anne” Gibson - Es-
mond Station Library parking lot 
filled every day. Model the joys 
of reading books. When you take 
your children to the library, don’t 
forget to pick out a book for your-
self as children love to mimic what 
they see modeled by the adults 
who love them. If you do not have 
children, grandchildren, or little 
ones as neighbors, please con-
sider volunteering at one of our 
schools as a Reading Hero. We 
need you and your love for read-
ing in our schools as well.

We will continue to modify and 
refine our reading instructional 
practices as educators, and we 
look forward to continuing to see 
Vail’s students improve their read-
ing proficiency as this community 
joins us in teaching the value of 
reading in homes and libraries 
across Vail… Where Education Is 
a Community Effort. If you have 
questions about how you can help 
in this most important of causes, 
please reach out to one of our 
schools today.

No wonder my colleagues were in 
such a rush to pass this initiative. 
If there had been a single public 
forum held, the program would 
never have seen the light of day. 
I believe this is one of the most 
unfair and unjust initiatives ever 
imposed upon the taxpayers of 
Pima County, while our neglected 
roads still aren’t getting fixed.

On a related note, I recently at-
tended a Southern Arizona Gov-
ernmental Affairs breakfast spon-
sored by the Southern Arizona 
Home Builders Association. The 
panelists included Pima County, 
PAG/RTA, City of Tucson, and 
Chamber of So. Arizona repre-
sentatives and featured key-note 
speaker, Jim Tobin, the President 
and CEO of the National Associa-
tion of Home Builders. 

His presentation outlined factors 
impacting the industry, and as an 
elected government official, I was 
surprised to learn that to bring 
single-family homes out of the 
ground, 24% of the construction 
costs are due to meeting gov-
ernmental regulations, and that 
percentage increases dramatically 
to 42% when building apartments. 
Though acknowledging the overall 
concept of regulations as neces-
sary, his message was loud and 
clear: Government needs to get 
out of the way and let homebuild-
ers do what they do best - build 
homes. It is my sincere hope that 
the panelists and the some 200 
community leader attendees heard 
him. 

Dear Editor,
Thank you very much for the 
article by Elaine Schmerbeck 
regarding the South East Area 
Council meeting discussing the 
RTA Next Plan.  The informa-
tion it covered was comprehen-
sive, concise, well organized, 
and easy to understand.  It 
doesn't take a rocket scientist 
to realize we need a YES vote 
next spring on this plan for 
transportation improvement in 
our growing area - and without 
an increase in our taxes!

Jacqueline Rodarte

Constitution Day
Folow-up from September: 
Melanie Mungia from Ms.Wal-
lace's 5th grade at Sycamore Ele-
mentary School won an Honorable 
Mention award for her Constitution 
Day Essay in September!  Claire 
Simon, 5th grade student of Ms. 
Middendorf at Sycamore Elemen-
tary School won an Honorable 
Mention award for her Constitution 
Day Art Poster.  The Constitution 
Day Committee is proud of their 
work!

John Carruth began his service 
to Vail in 1995. He has held many 
roles since and is deeply honored 
to now serve as Superintendent. 
He and his wife life in Vail and 
are the proud parents of two Vail 
graduates.

"Steve Christy" cont. from page 2"Letters to the Editor"
continued from page 4

"John Carruth" cont. from page 3

Pima County Supervisor Steve 
Christy, District 4
33 N. Stone Avenue, Floor 11
Tucson, AZ 85701
520-724-8094
district4@pima.gov
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Arizona Film Studios (AFS) 
Announces Cienega High 
School Senior Receives U.S. 
Copyright for Original 
Script 
Eliza Hatfield, 
a senior at 
Cienega High 
School (CHS), 
has received 
her first official 
copyright from 
the U.S. Library 
of Congress for 
an original script 
titled “The Adventures of Nevada 
Brown Script S1E1 and Other 
Unpublished Works” (Registration 
No.: TXu 2-502-937). This mile-
stone marks a historic moment, as 
Eliza may be the first student from 
the Vail Unified School District to 
achieve such recognition while still 
a student.

1/16 Page Ad
Space Available
Advertise Here!
Contact Sales: 
Sales@TheVailVoice.com 
(520) 490-0654

"Angel Tree"
continued from page 1

wish, one want, some clothing 
items, and small stocking stuffers 
from their list.

Contribute Essential Items: We 
also accept donations of high-de-
mand essential items, including
new shoes, blankets, hoodies, 
hygiene products, or gift cards.

Group or Business Participa-
tion: Adopting a child or family 
can be an excellent team-building 
activity that directs your collective 
efforts toward a meaningful com-
munity outcome.

Delivery Instructions:
Presents must be delivered to the 
child's specific campus no later 
than December 5th. All gifts must 
be delivered unwrapped and clear-
ly labeled with the anonymous 
Angel number provided.

Connect With Us
Life often presents challenges, but 
in VailUSD, we truly believe that 
we are all in this together. Edu-
cation is a community effort, and 
extending grace and generosity 
during a difficult time is the highest 
form of that effort. We invite you to 
make a meaningful difference this 
holiday season. Your generosity 
through the Angel Tree Program 
offers essential comfort and brings 
much-needed light to a VailUSD 
family facing hardship. Join us in 
sharing the spirit of the season.

To donate or learn more, please 
reach out today:

Email: Jill Wells at 
wellsji@vailschooldistrict.org

Call/Text: 
520-221-9207

Thank you for considering a 
partnership and donation that will 
bring genuine support and make 
a huge impact in the lives of our 
families.

A PLAN FOR EVERYONE

YOU’RE INVITED
RTA Next Plan Q&A Session

5:30 to 7 p.m., Nov. 13
W. Anne Gibson-Esmond Station Library

10931 E. Mary Ann Cleveland Way, Tucson
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tvailfest
Greater vail chamber of commerce presents

Bringing Community and Business Together

Local Vendors and Artisans

Food Trucks

Kids Activities

Beer Tent

Silent Auction - proceeds go 

to our VUSD scholarship program

...And MUCH more!

Fun for the entire family!Fun for the entire family!

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 8th | 9:00 AM - 4:00 PM

PIMA COUNTY FAIRGROUNDS
Old Pueblo Hall

11300 S Houghton Rd | Tucson, AZ 85747

VAILFEST COM

FREE ENTRY!

Parade

Waters of Cienega Creek 
– a Commodity? 
Alex Berger was a man who didn’t 
waste time. As soon as his La 
Cienega Land and Cattle Com-
pany identified a suitable spot 
to build their submerged dam in 
Cienega Creek, work began. It 
was cool and dry in April 1911, 
and there was little danger of flash 
flooding. Work crews excavated 
the overlying sand down to bed-
rock. The volume of water was so 
great that the pumps were unable 
to handle all of it. Powerful centrif-
ugal pumps were brought in and 
adjusted. Concrete mixers were 
staged creek side at the ready. 
45 men and 30 teams were hard 
at work. Excavations were made 
to a depth of 45’ to bedrock. The 
arch-type dam had a curved-span 
length of 67’. It was designed 
to capture both the surface and 
subsurface water flow. The work 
was hot and done in earnest in 
the spring of 1911, but the vision 
behind it was a decade in the 
making.

Record rainfall in July 1901 
sparked W.K. Maull’s grand idea. 
William had a vision for the in-
creased farming productivity, 
development, and economic ben-
efits that harnessing the waters 
of Cienega Creek would create. 
This was a time when advances 
in technology made it seem that 
almost anything was possible. 
Phoenix and other locations in Ari-
zona Territory were putting natural 
resources to work for their benefit, 
why not at Vails Station?

Maull already had a successful 
farming operation near Vails Sta-
tion, but he was sure that not only 
could Cienega Creek increase the 
yield on his 400 acres, but, with 

bold planning and investment, 
his vision would make the desert 
surrounding the Creek into abun-
dant farmland. He and his inves-
tors would also reap substantial 
economic benefits. W.K. hired a 
well-known civil engineer, W.H. 
Ferguson, to do a feasibility study. 
Ferguson’s 1904 report was very 
favorable. “…there is no question 
about several hundred inches 
steady flow of water. […] I recom-
mend the project as a very profit-
able investment.” That same year 
Maull put together a prospectus 
and worked to move the project 
forward.

Maull estimated that his Pantano 
Irrigation Project Company could 
acquire the water rights outright 
and purchase another 10,000 
acres. Land was selling for $2.50 
- $5.00 an acre. Each of which 
would be sold with a water allot-
ment for $30 - $50 an acre. This 
would cover the cost of construct-
ing a dam and more. It might 
even be possible to pipe water 
to Tucson! After all, the engineer 
calculated that the dam would
create a 90-acre reservoir of wa-
ter. This commodity provided by 
nature would be great for busi-
ness and make the investors all 
wealthy. An important aspect was 
missing. Water is not a commodity, 
water is life. Cienega Creek’s lush 
landscape was, and is, teaming 
with wildlife. Those waters were 
already sustaining, as they had for 
hundreds of years, the lives of the 
Tohono O’odham and others who 
lived in harmony with the land. 
Maull’s dream of capturing the 
creek never materialized, but other 
men would come to share it.

95 Years Loved 
The Corona de Tucson community 
recently gathered to celebrate a 
momentous birthday for Carmela 
D’Amore who turned 95 years 
young on October 9.  The Corona 
de Tucson Fire Department partici-
pated in a procession that drove 
by her home on South Atlanta 
Drive and included friends and 
neighbors who creatively deco-
rated their vehicles, scooters and 
themselves and cheered in her 
honor as they passed by. 

This was a wonderful surprise 
event for the birthday lady, orches-
trated by her daughter Sandi and 
son-in-law Paul.  Carmela en-
joyed a similar event on her 90th 
birthday during the pandemic and 
has never forgotten it.  She often 

"Vail Preservation Society"
continued on page 11

replays the story 
to others even 
five years later.  
Her daughter 
knew this is really 
what would make 
her mom happy 
and that it would 
be the highlight of 
her special day.

Following the procession, Sandi 
and Paul surprised Carmela again 
with a birthday cake celebration 
at the American Legion Post 109.  
Many friends and community 
members were invited to come by 
and offer her their well wishes. 

Carmela and her family would like 
to extend their appreciation to all 
who were able to attend these 
events and want to give a special 
thanks to the CdT Fire Department 
personnel who made Carmela’s 
day splendid and memorable. 

By Sandra D’Amore 

Cienega Dam looking north

Historic Preservation. Education. Community.

From rehabilitating Vail’s historic buildings to empowering 
students through hands-on learning, and bringing people 
together through community events, we're preserving the 
heart of Vail for generations to come.

Vail Preservation Society believes history isn't just about 
the past, it's about building a stronger future.

Help us protect what matters: our stories, our students, our sense of place.
Get involved today at vailpreservationsociety.org

Vail
Preservation 
Society Discovering

Vail’s History
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Greater Vail Area Chamber of Commerce
Influencing Vail's Future 

"To enhance growth opportunities and advance economic
development in the Greater Vail Area."

13105 E Colossal Cave Rd | Vail, AZ 85641 | 520.261.8245

greatervai lchamber.com

New Members
Civano Nursery
Mattamy Homes
Back to Home Health

Jostens of Southern AZ
Pima County
Fairgrounds
DMC Dermatology &
Mohs
Larry Lucero
Drama Kids International
Green Valley Cooling &
Heating
Vantage West Credit
Union
Summit Residential
Services

Renewing Members

Vail
Plumbing

Whatever your dilemma, don’t 
hesitate to call. 

We can handle anything from little 
drips to whole home re-pipes and 
even complex commercial jobs.
 

office@vailplumbingaz.com 
financing available

Vail’s Local Plumber

www.vailplumbingaz.com

Member Greater Vail Area
Chamber of Commerce

over 75 years’ Industry experience

Licensed Bonded and Insured  
ROC CR37 312941 

520-207-7224
Owned and operated by Allen Schwartzberg

24/7 Emergency Care • Birthing Center 
TMCOne Primary Care • TMCOne OB/GYN  

TMC Health Cancer Center • TMC Rincon Surgery Center

Here for all your health care needs 
from runny noses to emergencies! 
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SPECIAL COUPON 
     $5.00 Off over $40.00 coupon code VV540   

   $10.00 Off over $70.00 coupon code VV1070 
Cannot be combined with any other offers. One coupon per customer. Must have coupon. Not valid on prior sales. 

Other restrictions apply. Expires Nov 30th, 2025   
 

Civano Nursery 5301 S. Houghton Road, Tucson AZ 85747 Tel: 520-546-9200 
 

 

 

 

 
We Design, Deliver & Plant 

Where Plants Live & People Grow! 

  

 

 

  

 

 

 

  

 
Garden Tips November 

• Get your irrigation system ready to be 
adjusted for cooler weather, do repairs now. 

• Be sure to have frost cloth ready to cover cold 
sensitive plants. 

• Plant new trees & shrubs now as they will use 
less water. 

• Pot up color arrangements to refresh 
entrance ways and patios. 

• Prune cold hardy deciduous trees once 
dormant, usually end of the month, watch for 
warm temps though. 

.  

 

A Unique Experience 
Sure you can surf the internet looking up the latest trends and 
researching plants, however, it really just doesn’t stack up 
against being there in person enjoying this unique 
experience. 
There is something about being outdoors in a garden center 
that truly is impossible to replicate through a website. 
Local garden centers like Civano Nursery are trendy places to 
shop local. As more and more people want a more natural 
environment and want real garden experts for success in their 
gardening endeavors.  

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Written by 
Mel Shipley 

ACNP 

 

 

Give the gift of gardening the holiday season 
A Civano Nursery gift card is a gift and a fabulous 

future outing all in one! 
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Take a look inside at BAVILONSALON.com

A Season To Be Thankful
By Chuck Colbath

Here at Bavilon we have the good
fortune of getting acquainted
with some of the nicest folks
anywhere. John gets to meet,
and over time to know, our clients,
and tells me of their stories and
life experiences that they have
shared with him. We have come
to realize that our community here
in Vail is one filled with people
who enjoy where they live, and
appreciate the quality of life
afforded those of us fortunate
enough to call this area home.

As our Stylists spend the most
time with our clients, notes are
often taken and preserved. By
doing that, our stylists can refresh
their memory and be certain to
provide the best possible services.
Those notes can be very helpful
if someone needs service and
their stylist does not have any
availability that day. This in part is 

how we at Bavilon strive to ensure
the highest level of customer
satisfaction.

Here at Bavilon we are thankful
for the continued support of our
local community. Your loyalty
has fostered an environment in
which our stylists are happy to see
their clients return on a regular
basis. Thank you very much!
We understand that meeting or
exceeding your expectations is in
everyone’s best interest. It’s part
of truly caring, and wanting to do
the best job possible. Striving for
greatness is not really a moving
target, it's just a lot of hard work
sticking to strong principles and
ideals, which in our case includes
keeping you in the know, standing
behind our work, as well as putting
our customers first. That’s what
it's all about for John and me!

We wish you a safe and happy
Thanksgiving, and remember to
book your holiday hair early!

In a time when old fashioned 
caring service seems to be a thing 
of the past, you can still find it at 
Bavilon Salon. Free unhurried 
consultations with the stylist of 
your choice is a great way to get 
acquainted. It is a co-operative 
environment in which the stylists 
recognize they all have different 
approaches, and work as a team 
to best satisfy clients' varying 
needs.

Please stop in for a look! We 
look forward to the opportunity to 
please. Our stylists’ profiles, full 
menu with fair up-front pricing, 
and easy on-line booking are all 
at Bavilonsalon.com. Or call us 
at (520) 762-8787 and we will be 
happy to assist you.

Better care, Better hair!

CUT/COLOR SPECIALISTS, NATURAL & ORGANIC CARE.
BOOK TODAY. Call (520) 762-8787 or online @ BAVILONSALON.COM

BETTER CARE,
BETTER HAIR. SINCE 2011
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J.J. Lamb is President  & CEO of Vail 
Preservation Society. A U of A gradu-
ate, her family has lived in Vail since 
1971. She was 
named an Arizona 
Culturekeeper 
in 2011 and an 
Arizona Friend of 
the Humanities in 
2020.

You are invited to Southline Transmission Project’s open houses
Southline Transmission, L.L.C. is requesting an amendment to its 2017 Certificate of 
Environmental Compatibility (CEC no. 173) to expand Southline’s construction approval 
to include the upgrade of approximately 60 miles of an existing Western Area Power 
Administration transmission line.
Southline invites you to attend an in-person open house meeting to learn more about Southline, 
ask questions, and provide input while meeting with Southline representatives. 

Questions and comments can be 
submitted to:
connect@southlinetransmission.com
(520) 485-5764  
Southline CEC
343 W. Franklin Street
Tucson, AZ 85701

Date: Thursday, November 13, 2025
Time: 5:30 pm to 7:30 pm
Location: Willcox Community Center,  
312 W. Stewart St., Willcox, AZ 85643

Date: Monday, November 10, 2025
Time: 5:30 pm to 7:30 pm
Location: Red Barn Event Center,  
711 Madison St., Benson, AZ 85602 

Date: Wednesday, November 12, 2025
Time: 5:30 pm to 7:30 pm
Location: Pima County Fairgrounds:  
The Palo Verde Room, 11300 S. Houghton Rd., 
Tucson, AZ 85747

www.southlinetransmission.com

Construction
Zone B U I L D I N G  

A BETTER 
COMMUNITY

"Vail Preservation Society"
continued from page 7

There is lots of interest in Sprouts 
coming to Vail. Sprouts is coming, 
but construction is not scheduled 
to begin until 2028. Of course 
plans are always subject to 
change, and we'll keep you posted 
here at The Vail Voice!

Also Toro Bravo just off of I-10 at 
the old Vail Steakhouse location  
hopes to open by year's  end. We 
are all excited about the opening! 
Look for updates in our next issue.  

It was Alex Berger, who had the 
controlling share of La Cienega 
Land and Cattle Company, who 
would build the dam. To make it 
happen, University of Arizona Pro-
fessor George Smith was brought 
on board. Professor Smith was a 
nationally recognized hydrology 
expert and very influential in Arizo-
na Territory. Smith was sure that 
the Cienega Creek site identified 
was an excellent candidate for a 
uniquely designed dam that would 
capture both the surface and 
sub-surface water flow. Profes-
sor G.E.P. Smith visited the site 
multiple times and consulted with 
Berger. Tucson newspapers re-
ported on his comings and goings, 
“… Professor Smith left on [train] 
No. 8 Wednesday on a visit to 
Alex Berger’s Cienega ranch, near 
Vail Station.”

The April 3, 1911, Tucson Citi-
zen headline boldly stated, “Will 
Make Proposal To City Council 

To Pipe Water From Vail Station.” 
Alexander Berger was publicly 
querying the city of Tucson as to 
what they could offer in response 
to his proposal to furnish Tucson 
with 3,000,000 gallons of wa-
ter—daily—from the surface and 
submerged dam he and partners 
were building. Berger was sure the 
City Council would fund piping the 
water to Tucson for municipal use. 
He was certain the unique dam he
had his Foreman, R.R. Sch-
weitzer, were building was going 
to pay off in a big way. Find out 
about the costs and the conse-
quences in the new year… to be 
continued.
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SEAC October 14, 2025 
Community Meeting
October’s SEAC Community 
meeting was held at the W. Anne 
Gibson – Esmond Station Library 
and presented Priscilla Storm who 
provided an educational overview 
of land use change procedures in 
Pima County, with a specific focus 
on the Rocking K master-planned 
community development. The 
meeting was also broadcast live 
on Facebook and is now on You-
Tube.

Priscilla Storm, Vice President 
for Diamond Ventures
Priscilla’s background includes 
real estate regulatory advocacy, 
monitoring governmental policies, 
identifying investment opportuni-
ties, managing community associ-
ations, and overseeing marketing. 
She also chairs the Greater Vail 
Area Chamber of Commerce.

Understanding the Southeast 
Area of Pima County

• Geographic Definition: The 
area encompassing I-19, the 
Tucson International Airport, 
Davis-Monthan Air Force Base, 
extending east to the Cochise 
County line, and south to Sahua-
rita Road, including Corona de 
Tucson.

• Elected Officials: Key deci-
sion-makers for the Southeast 
include Pima County District 4 
(Steve Christie) and District 2 (Dr. 
Matt Hines), as well as City of Tuc-

son Ward 4 (Nikki Lee) and Ward 
5 (interim Rocque Perez).

• Census Designated Places 
(CDPs): The U.S. Census rec-
ognizes and records population 
every ten years in these three 
areas – 
» Rincon Valley - 1,831 in 2000 to 
5,612 in 2020 (256% growth rate)
» Vail - 2,830 in 2000 to 13,604 in 
2020 (381% growth rate)
» Corona de Tucson - 863 in 2000 
to 9,240 in 2020 (970% growth 
rate) 

• RTA NEXT (Regional Transpor-
tation Authority):
» The RTA's half-cent sales tax, 
which funds two-thirds of regional 
roadways, expires next year, with 
a reauthorization on the March 
2026 ballot.
» The Southeast has historically 
been underfunded relative to its 
growth.
» Significant wins for the South-
east in the RTA NEXT plan in-
clude:

• Colossal Cave Road: Widen-
ing in the vicinity from I-10 to 
Camino Loma Alta ($147 million, 
largest regional project, kept on 
the list despite opposition).
• Mary Ann Cleveland Way: Wid-
ening from Houghton to Colossal 
Cave (kept on the list through 
advocacy).
• ADOT Interchange: Traffic in-
terchange at Rita Road and I-10.

Pima County Land Use Change 
Procedures

• Basic Principle: Every piece of 
land has both a planning designa-
tion (long-term vision) and a zon-
ing designation (specific allowed 
uses). Both must be aligned for 
development.
• Process Overview:
» Comprehensive Plan Amend-
ment: Amends the county's 10-
year land use plan, required by 
state statute. Applications typically 
submitted in spring, heard in the 
fourth quarter.
» Rezoning: Changes the specific 
zoning designation.

» Development Agreement: An 
optional, voluntary contract be-
tween the county and property 
owner, detailing rights, responsibil-
ities, timing, and financing.

• "Specific Plan": For large, 
multi-year, multi-decade phased 
developments (like Rocking K), a 
"specific plan" is used as a hybrid 
rezoning code.

• Public Input in Rezoning Pro-
cess:
» Pre-application meeting with 
Pima County staff.
» Neighborhood meeting (required 
public input).
» Application submission, includ-
ing a comprehensive Site Analysis 
Checklist (covering existing land 
uses, topography, biological re-
sources, hydrology, transportation, 
cultural sites, proposed chang-
es, water management, traffic 
impacts, school capacity, dust 
control, etc.).
» Staff and external agency appli-
cation review.

» Staff recommendation (approve/
deny/conditions).
» Pima County Planning and Zon-
ing Commission hearing (public 
input).
» Board of Supervisors hearing 
(final decision, public input).

• Post-Approval: A rezoning ordi-
nance is drafted, formally chang-
ing the map and listing all condi-

SEAC (South East Area Council) 
is seeking volunteers to fill officer and board positions to complete 
the 13-member Board of Directors. Board members serve as 
chairs of nine standing committees. Volunteers may also join 
one or more of these committees.

Contact information:
SEAC@seazcouncil.orgSEAC@seazcouncil.org
SEAC "Southeast Area Council" is a citizen led, 
non-partisan group that facilitates conversations 
between residents and our elected officials, 
administration, businesses, and others who have 
a direct impact on our daily lives. Our community 
meetings will mostly take place monthly. We will 
also have working groups that you may decide to 
participate in. 

CRITERIA SOUGHT:

•	Over 21 Years of Age
•	English Speaking and Writing

To request an application, please email SEAC@seazcouncil.org 
or W. Anne Gibson at annegibson7975@aol.com.

Deadline to submit is November 15, 2025. Applicants will be no-
tified of their status by December 15, 2025. New officers and board 
members will be seated at the January, 2026 annual meeting.

•	Must be Residents of  
South East Pima County 

•	Must Care About Keeping Resi-
dents Informed

"SEAC"
continued on page 14
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START TIMES
102 Mile: 7:00am 
Fun Ride/Walk/Run: 8:00am (downtown)
100km/62 Mile: 9:00am 
50km/33 Miles: 10:00am 

irvingtonKOLB

7:24a – 11:25a

8:03a – 11:28a

8:24a – 12:16p

10:35a - 12:27p

8:45a - 10:45a

2025 El Tour de Tucson 
Road Closures and Delays
Saturday, November 22nd
Road closures are subject to 
change 
 
El Tour starts at 7:00 am with all 
routes close at 4:30 pm after 4:30 
pm all riders must abide by the 
rules of the road.
 
• WB and EB Cushing (Stone to 
El Paso): Friday 6:00 am – Satur-
day 8:00 pm

• SB and NB Main (3rd Avenue 
(12th Street to 18th Street): 7:00 
am – 11:30 am

• EB and WB 12th Street (4rth 
Avenue to 3rd Avenue): 7:00 am – 
11:30 am

• EB and WB Simpson St ( Otero 
Ave – Sentinel Ave ) 7:00 am – 
11:30 am

• WB and EB 15th Street (Stone 
to 4th Ave): 4:00 am – 11:30 am

• NB and SB 4th Ave (15th Street 
to Broadway): 4:00 am – 11:30 am

• NB and SB 6th Ave (Stone to 
15th Ave): 4:00 am – 11:30 am 

• NB and SB 6th Ave (22nd Street 
to Stone Ave): 4:00 am to 5:00 pm 

• NB and SB Stone Ave (6th Ave 
and 18th Street to 14th Ave): 4:00 
am to 12:30 pm

• EB Aviation Parkway and some 
intersections (Broadway – Golf 
Links): 6:30 am – 12:00 pm

• SB Kolb from Escalante to 
Valencia (32 Mile Route) 9:30 am 
to 1:00 pm

• WB Valencia Rd West bound 
only from Houghton to Kolb 6:00 
am – 12:00 pm

• Houghton at the Pima County 
Fairgrounds Roads Closed (Drive-
way and Dawn Rd) 8:00 am – 2:00 
pm

• WB & EB Continental (between 
CPAC and Duval Mine Rd): 9:30 
am - 1:30 pm 

• NB Mission (Duval Mine Rd 
to Helmet Peak Rd): 9:30 am – 
2:25pm 

I-10 And I-19 On Ramp And Off 
Ramp Closures And Related 
Information 

• EB SR 210 (Aviation Pkwy.) will 
be closed from 6:30 am to 12:00 
pm.

• I-10 and Houghton Interchange 
(TI) from 8:00 am to 12:00 pm:

- The I-10 WB On-Ramp will 
be closed.
- The I-10 EB Off-Ramp will be 
closed.  
- NB Houghton Road traffic 
will be detoured on I-10 from 
the EB I-10 On-Ramp to the 
Colossal Cave / Wentworth Rd. 
TI and back to the WB I-10 Off-
Ramp onto Houghton Rd.
- The WB Off-Ramp will be 
open but traffic turning SB onto 
Houghton Road will be flagged.

• I-10 and Valencia Interchange 
(TI) from 10:00 am to 3:30 pm:

- The I-10 EB Off-Ramp will be 
closed.
- The I-10 WB Ramps will be 
open with flagger(s) to control 
traffic.
- The I-10 EB On-Ramp will be 
open.

• I-10 and 6th Ave. Interchange 
(TI) from 10:00 am to 5:00 pm:

- The I-10 EB Off-Ramp will be 
closed.
- The I-10 EB On-Ramp / 
Frontage Road and WB Off-

Ramp / Frontage Road will be 
open with flagger(s) to control 
traffic at 6th Ave.
- The I-10 WB On-Ramp will 
be open.

• I-19 and Continental Interchange 
(TI) from 8:30 am to 2:00 pm:

- The I-19 NB and SB Off-
Ramps will be closed.
- The I-19 NB On-Ramp will be 
open with flagger(s) to control 
traffic.
- The I-19 SB On-Ramp will be 
open.
- The I-19 East Side and West 
Side Frontage Roads will be 
open with flaggers to control 
traffic. Left Turns from the West 
Side Frontage Road onto WB 
Continental Road will be re-
stricted.

• I-19 and Sahuarita Interchange 
(TI) from 9:00 am to 4:00 pm:

- The I-19 NB Off-Ramp and 
SB On-Ramp will be closed.
- The I-19 NB On-Ramp and 
SB Off-Ramp will be open.

Road delays expected:
Escalante and Kolb Intersection 
102 Mile and 63 Mile 7:21 am – 
11:00 am

Camino Seco and Irvington 
102 Mile and 63 Mile 7:25 am – 
11:30pm 

Kolb and Valencia 63 Mile & 32 
Mile 7:00 am – 2:00 pm

Valencia and Houghton EB 102 
mile & 63 Mile 7:15 am – 11:30 am

Maryann Cleveland Way and 
Houghton 102 Mile turn left & 63 
Mile turn right 8 am – 1:45 pm

Valencia and Houghton WB 63 
Mile 10:30 Am – 12:45 pm 

Sahuarita and Nogales Hwy (102 
Mile 8:30 am – 3:30 pm

Valencia & Alvernon (63 Mile & 32 
Mile 10:00 am – 3:00 pm

Aerospace Pkwy & Nogales Hwy 
(102 Mile, 63 Mile & 32 Mile 10:00 
am – 4:30 pm

Stone from 18th Street to Cushing 
(102 Mile, 63 Mile & 32 Mile 8:00 
am – 4:30 pm

Best means of getting to Airport 
on El Tour Day:
I-10 either direction Exit Kino 
South to Benson Hwy turn left go 
to Tucson Boulevard to Airport.
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tions of approval. Compliance is 
checked during plat submission 
and permitting.

• Public Information: Public hear-
ing schedules are available from 
the Planning and Zoning Com-
mission with notices of land use 
changes published in The Daily 
Territorial. Direct notifications are 
required for properties within 300 
feet of a proposed change.

Rocking K Master Planned 
Community Details

• Governing Factors: Rocking 
K is governed by Pima County's 
approved facilities plan, develop-
ment agreements, and federal/
state regulations (e.g., Army 
Corps of Engineers for designated 
washes). Rocking K encompasses 
4,828 acres total, zoned for 6,700 
dwelling units.

• Community Partnership Initia-
tives:
» Dedicated Rincon Creek acre-
age to Pima County Flood Control 
District.
» Dedicated alignment and acre-
age for Hope Camp Trail to Pima 
County Parks and Recreation.
» Diamond Ventures paid for the 
Valencia Road extension from 
Houghton to Old Spanish Trail, 
including the bridge over the Pan-
tano Wash (noted as a significant 
regional improvement by a private 
developer).
» Eliminated two previously 
planned golf courses.
» Provided 25 acres (originally 15) 
for Saguaro Creek K-8 School, 
considering public education as 
infrastructure.
» Provides voluntary financial 
contributions to the Vail Unified 
School District (VUSD) for every 
home built.
» Owns and financially sponsors 
the Rincon Valley Farmers and Ar-
tisans Market and "The Big Green 
Barn."
» Purchased, environmentally re-
mediated, and found an operator 

for the former Ray's Market.
» Supports the Vail Preservation 
Society and Greater Vail Area 
Chamber of Commerce.
» Collaborates with VUSD for 
summer and break programs and 
with student organizations (e.g., 
FBLA) for service projects.

• Development Phases:
1. Phase 1: Academy Village (first 
area developed to vest develop-
ment rights).
2. Phase 2: Rocking K South 
(south of Old Spanish Trail, cur-
rently active).
3. Phase 3: Rocking K Village 
Town Center (north of Old Span-
ish Trail, south of Rincon Creek, 
mixed-use).
4. Final Phase: Rocking K North 
(north of Rincon Creek, up to Sa-
guaro National Park).

• Rocking K South (Current 
Status):
» Refers to 2,047 acres with ap-
proximately 4,500 residential units 
and 45% open space.
» As of October 13, 2023: 983 
homes closed and occupied. 
Builders have purchased 2,789 
lots.
» Average new home purchase 
price: $443,312.
» Street Naming: Reflects authen-
tic regional history (wildflowers, 
African American historical fig-
ures, Navajo code talkers, mining 
claims).
» Off-site Transportation Im-
provements:

• Completed: Valencia Road 
extension (Houghton to OST), 
traffic signal at Valencia/OST.
• Under Construction: Traffic sig-
nal at Old Spanish Trail (OST) 
and Camino Loma Alta, drainage 
culvert on Camino Loma Alta, 
traffic signal at OST and Rock-
ing K Ranch Loop Road (main 

entrance to Rocking K South).
• Future: Widening OST to four 
lanes (Valencia to Rocking K 
Ranch Loop), widening Cami-
no Loma Alta to four lanes (Old 
Spanish Trail to Rincon Valley 
Fire District station).

• Rocking K North (Future Plans):
» Refers to 2,781 acres with 
approximately 2,200 residential 
units, 40 commercial acres, a golf 
course and a resort.
» Grading activities currently 
underway are a requirement from 
Pima County Regional Flood 
Control District to remove excess 
soil from Rincon Creek (originally 
planned for golf course bank pro-
tection) and place it in the future 
town village center area. This re-
sulted in the relocation of Rocking 
K Stables.
» The next phase (Rocking K Vil-
lage Town Center) will be a mixed-
use neighborhood commercial 
center. Horizontal work precedes 
commercial development, which 
requires sufficient population to 
attract interest (e.g., a grocery 
anchor).

• Water Supply (Spanish Trail 
Water Company):
» Private water provider regulated 
by Arizona Corporation Commis-
sion (ACC), Arizona Department 
of Water Resources (ADWR), and 
Arizona Department of Environ-
mental Quality (ADEQ).
» Possesses a Certificate of Con-
venience and Necessity (CCN) for 
6,400 acres.
» Received a Determination of 
Assured Water Supply (DAWS) in 
2020 (valid through 2035), signi-
fying a 100-year water supply for 
all current and future development 
within its service area.

Questions & Answers

• Public Input Clarification: Pub-
lic input is crucial during the land 
planning (comprehensive plan 
amendment or rezoning) process. 
Once development rights are vest-
ed, the opportunity for public input 
on those specific rights typically 
passes.

• Cemetery Fence: Rocking K is 
not responsible for fencing the ad-
joining cemetery, as it is not their 
property.

• Development Challenges: 
Diamond Ventures acknowledges 
that development near existing 
neighborhoods is challenging but 
strives for good community rela-
tions. Every community request 
or government exaction during 
the negotiation phase adds to the 
cost, impacting housing affordabil-
ity.

The meeting concluded with an 
announcement that SEAC will 
have a booth at Vail Fest on Satur-
day, November 8th, at the fair-
grounds. Appreciation for Priscilla 
as the night’s speaker and Gerald 
Lamb’s ongoing technical assis-
tance was given. 

The Southeast Area Council 
(SEAC) is a non-profit informa-
tion-sharing group representing 
Southeast communities of Pima 
County. Its mission is to provide a 
forum for information exchange, 
encourage civic engagement, and 
voice community interests and 
concerns. If you would like to be 
invited to future SEAC Commu-
nity meetings or would like more 
information about SEAC, send an 
email to seac@seazcouncil.org. 

By Elaine Schmerbeck
seac@seazcouncil.org 
https://www.facebook.com/SEAri-
zonaCouncil
South East Area Council (SEAC), 
Serving the Communities of 
Southeastern Pima County

"SEAC"
continued from page 12
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September 2025 Climate 
Report 
The September and full monsoon 
climate report by John Simpson. 
Starting out with temperatures, 
Tucson recorded its 11th warmest 
September on record. The aver-
age monthly high was 0.2 degrees 
above the 30-year average - 95.3 
/ 95.1 and the average low was 
73.1 degrees, which was 2.7 
degrees above the 30-year aver-
age low of 70.4 degrees. On the 
rainfall side, as I stated last month, 
parts of the area were above aver-
age, average, and below average. 
I recorded 2.19” of rain, which 
was above my 15-year average of 
1.80.” The airport only recorded 
0.83” which was below its 30-year 
average of 1.32.” 

Rainfall for the Vail readership 
area varied from about ¾” to 5.5” 
for the month. The low amounts 
were in Rita Ranch, and the high 
amounts were at Old Spanish Trail 
and Camino Loma Alta, which 
had two storm events that each 
dumped over 2” of rain in a week’s 

Climate
Review

A Look Back

time, which is statistically very 
rare. For the Tucson metro area, 
low 0.5” rain amounts occurred in 
many areas along I-10 North of 
downtown and the two hot spots 
were located in Vail, (mentioned 
previously at Old Spanish / Cami-
no Loma Alta) and Ft. Lowell / 
Campbell, where 3” rain amounts 
were common. See rainlog.org for 
rainfall reports statewide. 

For the full monsoon, June 15 
to September 30th, the Tucson 
airport recorded the 5th hottest 
monsoon season and 12th driest. 
The average high was 100.7, 2.0 
degrees above average, and the 
average low was 76.5 degrees, 
2.6 degrees warmer than average. 
On the rainfall side, even though 
the last week part of September 
was wet for many areas, most 
areas were below average. I only 
recorded 3.91” which is well below 
my average of around 7.5” and 
my 2nd driest monsoon this past 
15 years. The Tucson airport only 
recorded 2.82” which is well below 
its 30-year monsoon average of 
5.69.” As stated above, this is the 
Tucson Airport’s 12 driest mon-
soon the past 130 years. For the 
Vail area, monsoon rainfall varied 
from 2” in Rita ranch to 8” at the 
area wide hot spot of Old Spanish 
Trail / Camino Loma Alta. 

So, how did this monsoon do com-
pared to averages? It depends 

John Simpson 
has lived in 
southern Arizo-
na the past 36 
years and Vail 
for 20 of those 
years. John 
has a bache-
lor's degree in 
Atmospheric Science from the Univer-
sity of Missouri and a master's degree 
in Atmospheric Physics from the U of A. 
He loves exploring the outdoors with his 
family and photographing weather and 
the beauty of southern Arizona.

on location and varies greatly as 
is typical for the monsoon. Even 
though the airport and my location 
had a very dry monsoon, some 
parts of the area were near av-
erage. As mentioned many times 
already in this article, just 4 miles 
to my northeast, the intersection 
of Old Spanish and Camino Loma 
Alta had more than double my rain 
amount at 8” which is near that lo-
cation’s average of 9” for monsoon 
rainfall. In addition, some areas 
on the far northwest side of town 
(Dove Mountain) recorded 5-6” of 
rain, which is around their average 
as well. The wet end of September 
did push the Phoenix Airport and 
Globe, Arizona to above average 
in the final stretch of the monsoon. 
However, destructive flooding did 
result. 

For next month, I will discuss 
October, which had a very wet few 
days in the middle of the month. 
Most areas are well above aver-
age. A stretch of the East side of 

Tucson (that includes the far West 
side of the Vail readership area) 
has had over 3” of rain. Parts of 
Phoenix have received over 5” of 
rain and more flooding has oc-
curred in Globe, Arizona. Tune in 
for a full report next month.

what moves you.
Rediscover

2300 S. Houghton Road, Suite 140, Tucson

If pain or stiffness is preventing you from doing the things you love,  
we can help you get back to your active life. The team at Northwest 
Bone & Joint at Houghton offers a range of services, including:

To request an appointment, 
call 520-523-8913 or visit 
HoughtonOrthopedics.com.

• Sports medicine
• Treatment for fractures, sprains  

and damage to tendons/muscles
• Non-surgical treatment plans, as 

well as minimally invasive surgery

• Hip, knee and shoulder replacement
• Hand surgery to treat carpal tunnel, 

arthritis, nerve impingement and 
trigger finger
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Staying Grounded
Life is always shifting. Some of 
us embrace change, while others 
find comfort in routine. But no 
matter your preference, one truth 
remains: change is constant.

Think about your life five or ten 
years ago. What kind of phone did 
you use? Who was part of your 
daily life? Chances are, something 
significant has changed—some-
one moved, had a baby, switched 
jobs, or perhaps you’ve gone 
through a major transition your-
self.

Even positive change can feel 
overwhelming. That’s why it’s 
important to have tools that help 
you stay grounded as life moves 
forward.

Here are a few simple ways to 
stay centered in times of transi-
tion:

Daily breathing exercises (try 
the 4-4-4-4 box breathing tech-
nique)

Quick body scans to check in 
with how you’re feeling

Mindful walking — paying atten-
tion to your steps, sounds, and 
surroundings

Gratitude journaling — write 
down 3 things you're thankful for 
each day

Creative time — try something 
new: paint, dance, read, write

Screen-free quiet time, even just 
5 minutes a day

Change is inevitable, but chaos 

Creativity
meets
wellness

Lisa's passion is 
to help people 
discover their 
soul-purpose 
through thera-
peutic art prac-
tices. Kindle is 
fascinated at how color serves to 
assist in revealing a person's life 
path through creative wellness 
mentoring. She is the queen of 
creativity!

doesn’t have to be. Building small, 
mindful habits can help you feel 
more present, more balanced, and 
more in control—no matter what 
life throws your way.

What’s one small step you can 
take today to ground yourself in 
the middle of change?

This is Lisa Kindle's card. Their 
email is hello@solquestretreat.
com. Their phone number is +1 
763 498 1282.

Lisa M. Kindle
Artist & Executive Director, 
Solquest Retreat
Creativity Coach
Creator of the Color Affirmation 
Method
and Color Affirmation Deck

763-498-1282
www.solquestretreat.com

Facebook + Instagram 
@lisakindleart
@solquestretreat

Strong Roots Start in Fall 
Native Planting Guide for Vail
For gardeners in Vail, late fall may 
feel like the season to put things 
on pause. But in truth, November 
is a great time to plant many na-
tive and desert-adapted species. 
Cooler temperatures and shorter 
days create ideal conditions for 
roots to establish before the stress 
of summer heat. By planting now, 
you’re giving your landscape a 
head start.

Trees with Staying Power
If you’re dreaming of shade, 
consider native trees such as 
Desert Willow (Chilopsis linearis), 
Mesquite (Prosopis spp.), or Palo 
Verde (Parkinsonia spp.). These 
hardy trees root deeply in cool 
soil, making them more resilient 
when summer arrives. The Texas 
Redbud (Cercis canadensis var. 
texensis) is another favorite—it 
bursts with magenta blooms in 
spring. There are so many options 
available right here in the garden 
center to suit every style of desert 
landscape.

Shrubs and Perennials
Several drought-tolerant shrubs 
thrive when planted in late fall. 
Autumn Sage (Salvia greggii), 
Brittlebush (Encelia farinosa), and 
Damianita Daisy (Chrysactinia 
mexicana) all establish quickly in 
the cooler months and reward you 
with cheerful blooms in spring. 
And remember—there are dozens 
of shrubs and perennials in stock 
that perform beautifully in our 
climate.

Grasses for Movement and 
Texture
Native ornamental grasses like 
Little Bluestem (Schizachyrium 
scoparium), Beargrass (Noli-
na microcarpa), and Deergrass 
(Muhlenbergia rigens) add move-
ment, soften hardscapes, and 
provide habitat for birds. Our 
garden center carries many more 
options in this category as well, so 
you can find the perfect fit for your 
yard.

Why November Works
Unlike spring planting, fall plant-
ing focuses on roots, not shoots. 
Plants spend the cooler months 
building strong root systems 
instead of pushing out foliage and 
flowers. By the time temperatures 
rise, they’re already established 
and better equipped to handle 
heat and drought.

Tips for Success
● Water deeply at planting, then 
reduce frequency as the weather 
cools.
● Mulch around the base of new 
plants to insulate roots and con-
serve water.
● Keep frost cloth on hand for 
tender young plants.

At Four Arrows Garden, you’ll find 
a wide selection of desert trees, 
shrubs, grasses, and perennials 
perfect for planting right now. 
We’re honored to have been voted 
Best Garden Center in the Tucson 
area, and we’re proud to be Vail’s 
hometown source for plants, pot-
tery, and desert gardening advice. 
Come see us just down the road—
you’ll be amazed at what’s possi-
ble in your November garden!

By Linsay Chavez
Owner, Four Arrows Garden
www.FourArrowsGarden.com
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If you see this guy by your house...

520   529   9191

Call Now!
Schedule a

FREE Inspection Pack Rat EliminationPack Rat Elimination

SAFE • HUMANE • EFFECTIVE • GUARANTEED 

Call Us!

SC
AN

 QR CODE FOR M
ORE INFO MR. PACK RAT

Speedway & Wilmot
1110 N El Dorado Pl
Tucson, AZ 85715
520-327-5677

Our physician/surgeons (M.D. & D.O.) o�er medical exams including 
for cataracts, glaucoma, diabetes, etc. Dr. Felix is a cornea specialist.

Our optometrists (O.D.) o�er medical and vision exams.

We will also have a full service optical shop, Desert Eye Optical.

Please visit our website at deserteye.net for more information.

Green Valley
1150 S Calle de las Casitas Ste. 150
Green Valley, AZ 85614
520-625-7450

Houghton & Drexel
10350 E Drexel Rd Suite 230
Tucson, AZ 85747
520-202-0401

Our Newest Location!

Karl A. Rosen, M.D. Carmen L. Felix 
Tacoronte, M.D.

Timothy E. Marra 
D.O.

Stephanie Burruel
O.D.

Jack A. Aaron, M.D. Zachary P. Pfau
O.D. 

Our Providers:

Most People Agree, the Most Precious of Their Senses is Sight!
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Long before the first bell rings at Cienega 
High School, the sound of marching feet 
echoes across campus. These early risers, 
the cadets of the Navy Junior Reserve Offi-
cer Training Corps (NJROTC), are learning 
far more than military customs. They are 
learning leadership, discipline, and the 
power of character.

Commander Micah Brewer, Senior Naval 
Science Instructor for Vail School District’s 
NJROTC program, knows that developing 
strong citizens is at the heart of what they 
do and why they do it.

“The primary mission of JROTC is citizenship 
and character development,” Commander 
Brewer said. “We use naval customs and 
traditions to teach important character traits 
like honor and integrity. 

We talk about deadlines, objectives, and 

planning, all tied in from a military perspec-
tive. The goal isn’t to produce sailors. It’s to 
prepare students for life.”

Commander Brewer joined Cienega’s 
NJROTC in October 2023 after retiring 
from a 22-year Navy career as a Surface 
Warfare Officer. Now, alongside Chief 
Fuller, he teaches everything from drill and 
physical fitness to academics and commu-
nity service, all with the goal of creating 
responsible, confident leaders.

The Career and Technical Education (CTE) 
program, which includes 178 students from 
all Vail high schools, is open to anyone 
interested in growth, service, and teamwork. 

Students from Empire, Vail Academy and 
High School, Andrada Polytechnic, and 
Mica Mountain attend zero-hour classes at 
Cienega and then take a bus back to their 

respective campuses. 

While only about 8 percent of cadets pur-
sue a military career, Commander Brewer 
said the lessons learned extend far beyond 
uniforms and formations. “A lot of cadet 
programs use the tagline ‘leadership labo-
ratory,’” he said. “We are preparing them 
for real life.”

Those lessons show up not only in the class-
room but across the community. NJROTC 
cadets can often be found volunteering 
at local events, performing color guard 
ceremonies, or helping with service projects. 
Their professionalism and dedication have 
not gone unnoticed.

“At a recent job fair, most every industry 
represented said they’d take our cadets 
because of their skillset,” Brewer shared. “It 
looks great on a resume, but more impor-

Where Leadership Takes Shape: Inside Vail’s NJROTC Program
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tantly, it shows character.”

For senior Ella Johnson the NJROTC program 
has been transformative. “I was really shy 
when I came into the program,” Cadet John-
son said. “My brothers had been part of it, 
and they told me it would help me come out 
of my shell, and they were right.”

Now, four years later, Cadet Johnson is one 
of the program’s student leaders. She has 
learned how to guide others, speak in public, 
and take initiative. These are skills she says 
she will carry into her future as she studies 
radiologic technology at the University of 
Arizona.

“In middle and high school, most kids learn 
how to follow,” Cadet Johnson said. “This 
program taught me how to lead. It’s helped 
me build confidence and discipline, and it’s 
made me realize that leadership isn’t about 

giving orders. It’s about setting an example.”

That sense of mentorship runs deep in the 
NJROTC ranks. Younger cadets look up to 
upperclassmen like Cadet Johnson, creating 
a cycle of growth and encouragement. 

“It’s kind of like a big family,” she said. “You 
always have someone to look up to, and 
now it’s really rewarding to be that person for 
someone else.”

Commander Brewer agrees that 
watching cadets evolve over time is 
one of the best parts of his job. “You 
get a lot of negativity about youth 
sometimes,” he said. “But when you 
actually work with them and see 
the end product, and how they’ve 
progressed, it’s incredible. Every 
year, you get to see that renewal of 
hope.”

Whether they go on to serve in the military, 
attend a service academy, or pursue college 
and careers elsewhere, Vail’s NJROTC cadets 
leave the program with more than medals 
and ribbons. They leave with purpose.

As Cadet Johnson put it, “If you want to feel 
included and part of something bigger, it’s 
perfect. It’s more than just a class, and it can 
take you so far.”
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FREE COMMUNITY 
MOVIE NIGHT!

BROUGHT TO YOU BY
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VAILVAILSTRONG
It’s well known that the Vail community is a special place - a close knit small town at heart. It is not the 

location of Vail however that makes us special. It is the people. That’s why the Vail School District 
Foundation, ReSources, American Legion Post 109, Four Arrows Garden, Galaxy Theatres, and the Vail 

School District are coming together to bring you this free event.

This event is all about community — and that includes giving back! Please consider bringing a 
non-perishable food item to help support the ReSources food bank and local families in need.
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Wellness & Senior Exams
Urgent Care   Radiographs   Surgery / Dentistry

Laser Therapy   Pet Boarding

OLD VAIL
VILLAGE

E. Success Rd.
10

E. Colossal Cave Rd.

E. Mary Ann
Cleveland Way

E.
 C
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(520) 762-0455
13750 E. Success Dr.  Vail, AZ 85641

thevailvet.com

Where your pets 
are family

Now offering 
pet boarding

Pest Control  •  Weed Control  •  Termite Service  •  Home Inspection

Family-Owned. Community Trusted. Since 1964.

(520) 346-4564
billshomeservice.com

Big or small, we’re ready for any kind of pest. 
Ask us about scorpions, spiders, ants, and more!

Not So Itsy Bitsy?
*Must present this ad. Not valid with any other offer.
Expires 11/30/2025. VV-112025

*Must present this ad. Not valid with any other offer.
Expires 11/30/2025. VV-112025

*Must present this ad. Not valid with any other offer.
Expires 11/30/2025. VV-112025

*Must present this ad. Not valid with any other offer.
Expires 11/30/2025. VV-112025

*Must present this ad. 
Not valid with any other offer.
Expires 11/30/2025. VV-112025

TE R MI T E & P EST C ONTR O L

Desert Rodents in Southern 
Arizona 
Southern Arizona’s desert is full 
of wildlife — but some creatures, 
like pack rats and house mice, can 
become unwelcome guests. Both 
cause property damage, spread 
disease, and create stressful in-
festations if not managed quickly.

Pack Rats (Woodrats)
Known for building large, messy 
nests from cactus pads, insula-
tion, and wires, pack rats often set 
up in garages, attics, vehicles, or 
around desert plants. Their chew-
ing can damage wiring, insulation, 
and electrical systems, leading to 
costly repairs. Their nests can also 
attract fleas, ticks, and kissing 
bugs.

House Mice
These adaptable rodents prefer 
indoor spaces — walls, garages, 
and storage boxes —where they 
reproduce quickly and contam-

inate food with droppings and 
urine.

Professional Rodent Control
DIY efforts often fall short. Profes-
sional services provide:
• Expert inspections and safe 
removal
• Sealing of entry points
• Long-term monitoring and pre-
vention

At Bill’s Home Service, we’ve 
been protecting Southern Arizo-
na homes since 1964. Call (520) 
346-4564 to schedule a rodent 
inspection and keep your home 
rodent-free.

trailbossoutfitters.com

NO CITY SALES TAX
WE DO SPECIAL ORDERS 

AT A GREAT PRICE!

Western Hospitality 
with Friendly Prices

13180 Colossal Cave Rd #120
Vail, AZ 85641

520-274-7528520-274-7528520-274-7528
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If you have an event to submit, please email 
to: events@thevailvoice.com

Events
Saturday, Nov. 1, 9 a.m. - 1 p.m.
A Pet Expo will be held at the Del 
Webb community at 10264 S Blendu 
Way.  Free to vendors and neighbors 
for a fun morning with your pets and 
family from 9 to 1.  If you are interest-
ed in being a vendor, contact us at 
dwrdl.ngray@gmail.com.

Monday, Nov. 3, 2:30-4:30 p.m. 
(with break) ASA*: Lecture by Michael 
Brescia, Ph.D., U of A Professor of 
History and Curator of Ethnohistory, 
Arizona State Museum, “Over There, 
Everything is Going to be Different: 
Toward a Historical Understanding 
of the U.S.-Mexico Borderlands.”  
Prof. Brescia examines the ways the 
diverse peoples, cultures, and en-
vironments have both collided and 
converged. 

Beginning Nov. 5 (until December 
12) the Art Wall at the Arizona Senior 
Academy* will feature oil paintings by 
Marianne Rowe. an award winning 
artist who resides in Academy Vil-
lage. The Art Wall, located in the ASA 
Building lobby, is open from 9:30 a.m. 
to 5 p.m. weekdays and during ASA 
events.

Wednesday, Nov. 5, 3 p.m. 
ASA*: Lecture by Jibamitra “Jiba” 
Ganguly, Ph. D., Professor Emeritus, 
U of A Department of Geosciences, 
“Subduction of Oceanic Plates and 
Consequences for Earthquakes, 
Volcanism, and Ore Deposits.” Prof. 
Ganguly will provide a brief overview 
of the interior of the earth and the 
theory of Plate Tectonics

Every Thursday, 7 p.m., Vail Al-Anon 
Family Group Meeting at St. Rita in 
the Desert Church, 13260 E. Colos-
sal Cave Rd. A fellowship of relatives 
and friends of alcoholics who come 
together for mutual help. Families, 
friends and observers are welcome. 
al-anon.org.

Every Friday, 6 p.m. Celebrate 
Recovery meeting at Empire High 
School Library, 10701 E Mary Ann 
Cleveland Way.  A fellowship for those 
dealing with any type of hurts, hang-
ups and habits that are controlling 
their lives. Age 18 +.

Saturday, Nov. 8, 9 a.m. - 1 p.m.
Voyager RV Resort Market Daze/

Farmers Market. Activity Kitchen open 
for lunch 11 a.m. 8701 S Kolb Rd Exit 
270-I10, Tucson, AZ 85756

Saturday, Nov. 8, 3 - 4 p.m.
The Vail Chorale presents their Fall 
Concert "Just for the Fun of It!" with 
an eclectic mix of fun songs, some 
quirky, some amusing, some you 
may never have heard, all engaging 
the audience with the enthusiasm 
and camaraderie of choral harmony! 
Location: Del Webb Rancho del Lago 
Community Center, 10264 S. Blendu 
Way, Vail AZ 85641. Free admission, 
donations gratefully accepted. More 
info at thevailchorale.org or email 
thevailchorale@gmail.com.

Sunday, Nov. 9, 3 p.m. 
ASA* Concert: The Vail Chorale pres-
ents the 2nd performance of their Fall 
Concert "Just for the Fun of It!" with 
an eclectic mix of fun songs, some 
quirky, some amusing, some you may 
never have heard, all engaging the 
audience with the enthusiasm and 
camaraderie of choral harmony!

Monday, Nov. 10, 3 p.m.
ASA*: Lecture TBA.

Tuesday Nov. 11, 11 a.m. - 1 p.m.
VPS.** November Volunteer Meeting. 
St. Rita in the Desert Church, 13260 
E Colossal Cave Rd, Vail, AZ 85641, 
St. Teresa Room. Topics include the 
Old Vail Post Office Restoration prog-
ress; the upcoming 19th Annual ’Tis 
the Season celebration; Pima County 
Pima Prospers draft. All are welcome 
to attend.

Wednesday, Nov. 12, 3 p.m.
ASA*: Lecture by Merrill Collett: au-
thor, former Zen monk; resident, San 
Francisco Zen Center and Tassajara 
Zen Mountain Center, “The Buddhist 
Superager: A Discussion.”  Merritt will 
emphasize the idea that perhaps the 
most mysterious paradox of being 
alive is that cultivating an awareness 
of death helps us live more expan-
sively.

Thursday, Nov. 13, 5:30 - 7 p.m. 
RTA Next Plan Q&A Session at W. 
Anne Gibson-Esmond Station Library, 
10931 E. Mary Ann Cleveland Way 
Tucson. Learn about the Regional 
Transportation Authority's $2.67 billion 
RTA Next regional transportation plan 

which Pima County voters will consid-
er next March. The plan proposes im-
provements to reduce congestion and 
support cleaner air, enhance transpor-
tation network reliability, safety and ef-
ficiency, and expand transit, bike and 
pedestrian options. A presentation will 
be held at 6 p.m. followed by a Q&A 
session. Learn more: RTAnext.com

Friday, Nov. 14, 5 - 7 p.m.
The monthly Son's of the American 
Legion Chicken Fried Steak dinner 
returns. Custom made chicken fried 
steak, fresh mashed potatoes and 
gravy, whole green beans, unlimit-
ed N/A beverages, and a selection 
of three flavors of cobbler. Eat-in or 
take-out, we are here to serve what 
many consider the best CFS in Tuc-
son. Dinner is served at AL Post 109, 
located at 15921 S. Houghton Road, 
just north of Sahuarita Road, in Coro-
na de Tucson, from 5-7PM. Remem-
ber, every dinner sold helps us serve 
more free dinners to veterans and 
first-responders!

Friday, Nov. 14, 11:30 a.m.
ASA* Concert: The Don "Nod" 
Nottingham Duo brings Motown and 
Rhythm & Blues to the Arizona Senior 
Academy.

Saturday Nov. 15, 9 a.m. - 12 n.
VPS.** Paint the Cut-outs! Help VPS 
prepare for the Holidays! Paint the 
cut-out figures, make angel wings and 
crowns for the Children’s Las Posa-
das Procession. Meet at Old Vail Post 
Office Welcome & Heritage Center 
13105 E Colossal Cave Rd, Vail, AZ 
85641. All are welcome (encouraged!) 
to attend.

Monday, Nov. 17, 3 p.m.
ASA*: Lecture by Keoki Skinner, 
former newspaper reporter and 30-
year resident of Agua Prieta, Sonora, 
Mexico, “Four Decades in a Mexican 
Border Town: How I got Here and 
Why I Stayed.” 

Wednesday, Nov. 19, 3 p.m. 
ASA*: Lecture TBA.

Friday, Nov. 21, 11:30 a.m. 
ASA* Concert: The Bad News Blues 
Band returns for another rocking good 
time with West Coast jump blues - 
Mike Blommer (guitar), "Hurricane 
Carla" Brownlee (tenor & baritone 

sax), Alex Flores (tenor sax), Steve 
Grams (bass), and Glen Velardi 
(drums).

Sunday, Nov. 23, 2 pm
Uniting the Community Through 
Music at Sahuarita School Auditorium, 
Sahuarita Blvd., Sahuarita, AZ. $25 
for adults; reduced and free pricing 
for students and children. Questions, 
contact: Mike Finkelstein, (520)980-
0812, mfinkel2@cox.net - Sponsored 
by: Beth Shalom Temple Center, 
Green Valley

Monday, Dec. 1, 3 p.m.
ASA*: Lecture by Jaye-Lynn Trapp, 
docent, Tucson Museum of Art, 
“Arthur Dove: Nature Symbolized.”  
Docent Trapp will share how the artist 
Dove, a pioneer of abstract 
painting in early 20th Century Ameri-
ca, used the emotional power of color 
and line to express natural forms, 
sounds, and musical motifs.

Thursday, Dec. 4, 7 p.m. 
ASA* Concert:  An evening perfor-
mance with guitarist Gabriel Ayala, 
member of the Yaqui people of South-
ern Arizona, who combines his back-
ground as a classical guitarist with 
his unique JazzzMenco style. Gabriel 
brings his 5-piece band to the ASA!

Saturday Dec. 6, 1:30 p.m. - 5 p.m.
VPS.** 19th Annual ’Tis the Season 
Celebration! Old Vail Post Office 
Welcome & Heritage Center 13105 
E Colossal Cave Rd, Vail, AZ 85641. 
2:00: The Vail Chorale with Holiday 
music and caroling. 3:00: Children’s 
Las Posadas Procession. 3:30: 
Mariachis! 4:30: Santa arrives on the 
Rincon Express! Kick off the Holidays 
with us on this fun afternoon!

Tuesday, Dec. 9, 11:30 a.m.
ASA* Concert:  The Arizona Women's 
Chorus presents selections from their 
Fall Concert "Remembrances," cele-
brating 40 years of singing together.

*ASA. The Arizona Senior Academy
**VPS. The Vail Preservation Society 
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JOIN TRICO’S BOARD OF DIRECTORS
BE A PART OF THE DECISION MAKING PROCESS

Trico is accepting nomination petitions for District 6
(Corona de Tucson, Vail). Visit www.trico.coop to

learn more about running for the board.

Trico is an equal opportunity provider and employer.

tricoelectricAZ(520) 744-2944 | www.trico.coop

Happy Thanksgiving
November 27, 2025

from your friends at the Vail Voice. 

Left to right, Deputy Villicana and Deputy Ernest     

Heat Optimist Club Honors 
Local Sheriff 
The Heat Optimist Club honored 
Sheriff Deputy Jared Ernest at 
their September meeting. Deputy 
Ernest received the Respect for 
Law Award, given annually to a 
deserving member of law enforce-
ment.  Deputy Ernest is the Lead 
Motor Deputy for the Pima County 
Sheriff’s Department.  A central 
part of Deputy Ernest’s service is 
his role in training and education. 
Deputy Ernest is the organizer and 
host of the Pima Regional Motor 
Academy, a month-long, labor-in-
tensive program that certifies new 
motor deputies.

HEAT
OPTIMIST
CLUB 

Equally committed to community 
service, Deputy Ernest regularly 
participates in youth and outreach 
programs, including school events, 
Shop with a Cop, Trunk-or-Treat, 
and the Badges and Backpacks 
program, all of which foster trust 

and positive connections between 
law enforcement and the commu-
nity.

In every capacity—whether as an 
instructor, mentor, DUI enforce-
ment specialist, or community 
partner—Deputy Jared Ernest 
goes well beyond the expectations 
of his role.

The Heat Optimist Club meets on 
the third Thursday of each month 
at Denny’s in the Houghton Town 

Center. Guests are welcome. 
Visit our website https://heatopti-
mistclub.org for more information 
about our organization.

By Marcia Aurand
Board Member, Heat Optimist Club 
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Keeping homes termite-free since 1938

Call Now!
Receive a FREE inspection 

and this great offer. 800•GO•TRULY

SCA
N QR CODE FOR M

ORE INFO AND DEALS*Applicable to new annual service agreement.
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BUSINESS and PROFESSIONAL SERVICES

C L a S $ I i e D sf
YARD WORK

HEALTH & BEAUTY

HOME SERVICES

HANDYMAN

CLEANING SERVICES

STORAGE

Civano Exercise Studio Stretch+Strength, 
Pilates & Aerobics weekday classes (in-
studio & Zoom). New Yoga classes (weekday, 
evening & weekend). See www.tucsonstretch.
com, contact Susan 520-270-4440 or 
tucsonstretch2@gmail.com. In Civano Center, 
10501 E.Seven Generations #108.

Tucson Grill Cleaning: for professional 
BBQ grill cleaning/skilled repairs/pack-rat 
solutions & seamless installations. Local/
award-winning/BBB accredited & 10+ years 
strong. Book online for $10 off any service 
@ TucsonGrillCleaning.com, or call 520-245-
7967 For A Clean Grill Of Health. Residential/
commercial.  
 
Bender Information Technology Services, 
LLC - Computer need a fix? Better call 
B.I.T.S. - Bender I.T. Services. Local, friendly, 
and reliable. Exceptional residential and 
small business I.T. services. In-home or 
remote, 24/7. www.benderITservices.com 
Call 520-200-7415 

Sunrise Irrigation Since 1984. Owner Tom 
Daniels. Specialists in installations, repairs, and 
troubleshooting of sprinkler and drip systems.
Email: lindycm@msn.com Phone: 520 882-
9929. Licensed and Insured.

Irrigation Repair Specialists Sprinkler & 
Drip Repair, Leak Detection, System Check-
Ups, Troubleshooting and Wiring Issues, Low 
Pressure Problems, Valves, Heads, Timers. 
Call Quality Service 520-306-2900.  
 

Beck's Handyworks - 20 yrs. Experience. 
New & old construction. Electrical, Plumbing, 
Drywall & more. Reasonable, Reliable, 
Excellent references. Work guaranteed. Senior 
& Military discounts.  Call Joe 520-449-9587.

Handyman No job too small. Painting exterior 
and interior, roofs, stucco, sheet rock, doors, 
woodwork, wooden shelves, hauling. Call Mike 
at 520-262-5258

Loren's Handyman and Painting Services.  
Painting, Drywall repair, tile setting, wood 
laminate floor install, minor bathroom 
remodel, minor plumbing repairs, misc. 
house repairs. Call or text: 520-912-5055

Big Bubba's Handyman Service  
We do almost everything. Low prices.  
Call John 520-482-7375

2 Guys & A Sponge - Window Cleaning: 
Interior Exterior Window Cleaning. Screens, 
Tracks, Mirrors. Licensed, Insured. Prices that 
won’t leave a streak! Ask about our Specials!  
Tyler 520-260-6360. 
 
Let Maid 4 U Do Your Dirty Work. Residential 
Cleaning. Serving Vail and Tucson for over 
30 years. Fully insured, bonded and provide 
workman's compensation.  Mention this ad 
and receive $10 off first cleaning. Call Kris 
520-647-0929 (Vail). Call Kim 520-336-7509 
(Tucson) 
 
Two Rivers Maid Service: 45 years of 
uncompromising quality and service. For all your 
residential cleaning needs. We offer weekly, bi-
weekly, monthly and move-outs. Experience the 
difference because our standards are above the 
rest. For your free estimates. Call 520-237-6025 

Christian middle aged woman seeking a 
Christian couple to cook, clean and keep 
company if needed in exchange for room and 
board and a small weekly salary for things 
needed, have small dog. 520-246-6153 also 
good work in exchange as a nanny in exchange 
room board small salary Jackie.  

ROOMATE WANTED

Industrial Rental Yards East - Fenced, 
Gated. Onsite Security Locking Metal 
Shipping Containers monthly, quarterly, 
yearly leases Utilities, Facilities Maintained 
520-271-1854  6775 East Littletown Rd 
-  littletownenterprises@aol.com.

Weather King of Sahuarita Your local 
one-stop shop for Weather King Portable 
Buildings and storage solution including 
utility sheds, cabins, garages and lofted 
barns.  Come see why these are truly the 
"Best Built Sheds in the Business".  16115 
S Three Wells Ct. 520-730-4086.

Protect your family from future costs. I 
make final expense insurance easy and 
affordable. No pressure, just honest help. 
Call/text Steven at 520-734-2711 or email 
stevenzlifeinsurance@gmail.com for a free 
quote!

Landscaping by J & E - Quality landscaping 
at an affordable price. Best "contract 
free"maintenance plans starting at $60 per 
month. Free estimates! Referrals available! Call 
today! 520-250-9913 Insured.  
 
Wild Terrain Landscaping:  Experienced, 
Reliable and Affordable. Weeding, cleaning, 
trimming, gravel. Junk removal/hauling, 
irrigation installs & service, pre and post 
emergent spray...and more! Call Eduardo:  
520-396-8449. Free Estimates!

Mind Training
 for Life and Sport

Free consultation for you or your
teenage student athlete. Email us!

team@mindtrainingsystem.com
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Alan Anderson’s AA Handyman Services, LLC. Affordable 
or negotiable rates. Carpentry/framing/enclosures, drywall/
baseboards, painting, electric, plumbing, roof work, asphalt 
and trash hauling.  
520-603-3050 or swiftdrums3@gmail.com

C O R N E R

KID‘S GCOLORIN
November, 2025 - Time to color!
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I� C�T News From 
Corona de Tucson

Corona Cares Recieves
Trico Grant 
Corona Cares was fortunate to 
receive a grant from Trico.  The 
funds were used to supply the 
recipients and volunteers with a 
home safety kit.  The kit contained 
a fire extinguisher, fire blanket, 
night light, pen flashlight, and 
bladeless fan.  This should protect 
them for some of the unforeseen 
emergencies that may occur. 

By Ellie Abraham

Newest Self Storage Newest Self Storage 
Facility in Rincon ValleyFacility in Rincon Valley

www.rinconvalleystorage.com

Rincon Valley Super Storage
14150 E. Old Spanish Trail Rd. 
Vail, AZ 85641 | (520) 861-3222

RINCONRINCON
VALLEYVALLEY
SUPER SUPER 
STORAGESTORAGE

Adopt-ARoad, Fellowship 
Day, The Bald Barber and 
Road Cleanup 
To our Incredible volunteers who 
joined us for our Adopt-A-Road 
Cleanup along South Houghton 
Road 
on 09/27/2025

Fellowship At Post 109
 
Fellowship resumed at Post 109 in 
the month of September.  
Every Wednesday from 10 a.m. to 
1 p.m. is an opportunity to meet 
your neighbors and        socialize.  
There are games of cards, domi-
noes, and chatting.  The auxiliary 
serves a light lunch for a small fee.  
Take the time to get out and enjoy 
the camaraderie.

The Bald Barber
American Legion Post 109 
Tuesday through Friday, 8 a.m.-4 
p.m.; Saturday, 8 a.m. - 3 p.m.  
Walk-ins welcome!
 
Corona de Tucson now has a local 
barber for all your tonsorial needs.  
Bert, the Bald Barber, has set 
up shop at the American Legion 
Post 109 in his trailer parked on 
the north parking lot.  Stop by 
to support one of our new, local 
businesses.

Sycamore & Corona Foothills 
Schools Cleanup 10/04/2025

The Vail Chorale Presents 
Just for the Fun of It! 
November 8th & 9th 
We cordially invite the Greater 
Vail Community to attend the Vail 
Chorale’s Fall 2025 Concert, “Just 
for the Fun of It!” Two performanc-
es are scheduled, on Saturday 
November 8th at 3:00 p.m. at Del 
Webb at Rancho del Lago Com-
munity Center, 10260 S. Blen-
du Way in Vail, and on Sunday 
November 9th at 3:00 p.m. at the 
Arizona Senior Academy, 13715 
E. Langtry Lane, off Old Spanish 
Trail.

The Vail Chorale is Greater Vail’s 
intergenerational community 
chorus, presenting Spring and 
Fall concerts since its inception 
in 2011, entertaining loyal and 
new fans as we share the joys of 
choral music. This Fall’s concert 
includes fun songs, some quirky, 
some amusing, some you may 
never have heard. Selections 
include “Would You Like to Swing 
on a Star?” “The Lobster Qua-
drille,” Seal Lullaby,” “The Banana 
Boat Song,” “Diamonds are a Girls 
Best Friend,” “Pure Imagination,” 
and the PDQ Bach madrigal “My 
Bonnie Lass She Smelleth.” (Yes, 
you read that right!)

The Chorale concerts are open 
to the public free of charge. Bring 
your friends and family and let’s 
have some fun! Donations are 
gratefully accepted.

For more information, see www.
thevailchorale.org, or contact the-
vailchorale@gmail.com. We look 
forward to seeing you!

By Leslie Nitzberg and Martie 
Maierhauser

Vail
Chorale
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Perspectives 

A Living History 
Native American culture is a part 
of our day-to-day lives, whether 
we consciously realize it or not. In 
fact, our government system we 
use today, democracy, is some-
thing we took from the natives—
the idea of a system where power 
is distributed among a central 
authority and smaller political 
groups. Most of the things we do 
in our day-to-day lives were taken 
from the natives in this country. 
When people think about Novem-
ber, they usually only think about 
Thanksgiving, but it's also National 
Native American Heritage Month. 

The history of the month goes 
back not too far. The month began 
as a day, then evolved into a week, 
and finally became officially a 
month. It was recently added to 
in 2009 by President Obama to 
include Alaska Natives. New York 
was the first state to recognize 
and declare an “American Indian 
Day” in 1916. It wasn't until 1990 
that George H.W. Bush signed into 
law that November be celebrated 
as National American Indian Heri-
tage Month. 

There's usually a theme for each 
year, but due to the government 
shutdown, I am not fully aware if 
this is the theme. From what I did 
see, this year's theme should be, 
“Walking in their Footsteps, carry-
ing forward the legacy of strength 
and sovereignty.” The theme for 
2024 was “Weaving together our 
past, present, and future.” For the 
theme, they focused on the fed-
eral and Indian Boarding schools. 
Working on the intergenerational 
trauma Native people still face. 
With what the theme seems to be, 
I have done some research on 
the tribes that have been here in 
Tucson. 

One of the tribes in Tucson is 
the Tohono O’odham. Tohono 
O’odham, which translates to “des-
ert people,” is the second-largest 
Native American reservation in the 
United States. They have been 
living in the region for a thousand 
years. As stated by visittucson.org, 
“Archaeological evidence suggests 
that Paleo Indians may have first 
inhabited the Tucson area some 
12,000 years ago. Later, between 
300 and 1,500 AD, the Hohokam 
inhabited this area, making Tucson 
the oldest settlement continuously 
inhabited in North America.” The 
reason I bring this up is due to the 
fact that the Tohono O’odham see 
themselves as the direct descen-
dants of the Hohokam. 

Some of the traditions of the 
Tohono O’odham include bas-
ket weaving, being a part of the 
gaming industry, including owning 
the “Desert Diamond Casino,” 
and their framing practices, like 
the “month of the wash.” This 
is a practice where the Tohono 
O’odham plant seeds in the month 
of the washes after heavy rain. 
They would grow crops such as 
beans, corn, melons, and squash 
along the Santa Cruz River. 
You can try some of the Tohono 
O’odham at the Cafe Santa Rosa. 

Another tribe here in Tucson is 
Pasca Yaqui. The Pasca Yaqui are 
descendants of the Yaqui people 
from the Rio Yaqui in Sonora, 
Mexico. Their traditions consist 
of framing as well, but they are 
also very well known for their arts. 
Some of the arts include pottery, 
basket weaving, and jewelry. 

This month, dive into the tribes 
of your local area and around the 
world. As said by firstnations.org, 
“Sure, warm up with a pumpkin 
spice latte, but remember that 
pumpkin is an indigenous food 
from North America.” Think about 
the things you consume on a 
day-to-day basis and the history 
behind it. Plant crops, watch doc-
umentaries, go to in-person and 

A Chassidic Perspective on 
Tithing 
There’s a Jewish practice called 
maaser giving ten percent of what 
you earn to charity. On paper, it 
doesn’t make much sense. Work 
hard for your money, then give 
a chunk of it away? And yet, this 
ancient idea has a strange way of 
flipping our outlook on life.

In Jewish life, giving maaser a 
tithe of our income to charity is 
more than just generosity. It’s a 
sacred partnership with Hashem. 
The Torah promises that when 
we give, we don’t lose; in fact, we 
open the channels of blessing. 
As our Sages teach, “aser bishvil 
she’tisasher” - tithe so that you will 
become wealthy.

The Lubavitcher Rebbe often 
emphasized that giving charity is 
not only about helping others. It 
transforms the giver as well. Every 
dollar we earn has spiritual energy 
in it. By setting aside a tenth, we 
elevate our earnings and make 
them part of something eternal. 

From a Chassidic lens, tzedakah 
(charity) is unique among mitzvot: 
while prayer and Torah study are 
spiritual acts, tzedakah (charity)  
involves the material world. We 
take the fruits of our hard work 
money that could buy food, cloth-
ing, comfort and we use it to bring 
kindness and holiness into the 
world. That is why the Rebbe re-
ferred to tzedakah (charity) as “the 
mitzvah that hastens redemption.” 
It brings G-dliness down into the 
most practical corners of life.

For many, giving a tenth feels 
daunting. But the Rebbe encour-
aged people to see it as an oppor-

JewishVailAZ.com

rabbi’s
corner

tunity, not a burden. Maaser (tithe) 
is not losing 10% it is investing in 
a Divine guarantee of 
blessing, both spiritual and mate-
rial.

I’ve seen it firsthand. The moment 
you shift from “what do I get?” to 
“what can I give?” life feels full-
er. The act of writing that check 
or clicking that donate button is 
small, but the ripple effect is enor-
mous.

So if you’ve never tried it, start 
small. Test it out. Give with an 
open hand and see what happens. 
Chances are, you’ll discover that 
when you give away 10%, you end 
up with more than 100% back—in 
blessings, in joy, and in meaning.

If you have any questions or com-
ments you can email me at rab-
bi@jewishvailaz.com or at www.
jewishvailaz.com

Rabbi Shemtov, ordained at the Rab-
binical College of American in Mor-
ristown, New Jersey, has served as a 
student rabbi in communities across 
the world. Including in Bulgaria, Wy-
oming, South Dakota and California 
where he has led 
educational and 
holiday programs. 
He has taught chil-
dren through Torah 
Tutors, an online 
Jewish studies 
platform.

"Perspectives"
continued on page 32
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Easy Easy 
SudokuSudoku

Medium Medium 
SudokuSudoku

Hard Hard 
SudokuSudoku

Solution - No cheating!

Solution - No cheating!

Solution - No cheating!

Game Time! DIRECTIONS: Place a number in the empty boxes in such a way that each row 
across, each column down and each 9-box square contains all of the numbers from one to nine.

Thank You 
Vail School District Foundation 
is excited to announce that they 
have received a grant from the H. 
Eugene and Ruth Jones Chari-
table Fund held at the Community 
Foundation for Southern Arizona. 
This grant will benefit students 
in 6th, 7th, and 8th grades in the 
performing arts in the Vail School 
District for the next 4 years.
On behalf of our foundation, we 
would like to extend our deepest 
gratitude for their generous grant 
in support of middle school per-
forming arts. Their remarkable 
contribution will make a lasting 
impact—providing young students 

with access to creative expres-
sion, high-quality instruction, and 
opportunities that might otherwise 
be out of reach. Thanks to their 
support, we can nurture the talents 
of the next generation and help 
them build confidence, collabo-
ration skills, and a lifelong appre-
ciation for the arts. Their belief 
in the power of performing arts 
education is truly inspiring, and we 
are honored to be the stewards of 
their vision.

The Academy of Tucson
Looking for an A-Rated, tuition free, college-prep, 

K-12 school for your child?
Come see about the Academy of Tucson!

Tuition free public charter schools • Founded in 1986 • Chartered in 1999
Fully accredited since 1990 • Small class sizes • College-preparatory curriculum

Art, music, performing arts, PE, technology electives
Extracurricular activities including sports and clubs • 100% Graduation rate

Earn college credit while still in high school

Elementary School
9209 E Wrightstown Rd

(520) 886-6076

High School
10720 E 22nd St
(520) 733-0096

Middle School
7310 E 22nd St
(520) 749-1413
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OCTOBER 2024

CHANGES FOR 2025

The QR code is in the process of being reactivated.  Right now it's not in service

Dates are Nov 6th, 7th ,and 8th at the times already in the ad copy

36th Annual

"Proceeds dedicated to local pima County non-profits" to be inserted
underneath "Huge Sale" and "your don't want to miss"

daviskitchens.com

520-889-4949

Some restrictions apply - visit
our showroom for more details

Display Kitchens & Vanities with
Tops, Sinks & More - at a

discounted price!
 Limited availability — only while

displays last!

MOVING SALE! 

VISIT OUR SHOWROOM!
5355 E. BROADWAY BLVD,
TUCSON, AZ, 85711

We Are Here For
RELIABLE AND PROFESSIONAL 
PLUMBING SERVICES AT A LOWER COST
Every DAM Time.

520.991.4506   |      info@bestdamplumbing.com

Organic Produce  •  Farm Fresh Eggs
Local Beef & Pork  •  Baked Goods

Co�ee & Tea • Honey  •  Soaps & Lotions
Prepared Foods  •  Artisan Goods

Rincon Valley Farmers & Artisans Market
SATURDAYS 9am – 1pm SUMMERHOURS

AZ FARMERS Backyard Green House, Desert Pearl Mushrooms, 
FireSky Farms, Green Heart Farms, Larry’s Veggies

12500 East Old Spanish Trail, Vail, AZ
520.882.2157 • HEIRLOOMFM.ORG

WINTERHOURS

Local Couple Celebrates 75 
Years of Marriage
Anna and Owen Hunt celebrated 
their 75th wedding anniversary on 
August 21st of this year. The cou-
ple met when she was in fifth, and 
he was in the eighth grade. They 
lost track of one another as they 
each advanced through primary 
school. Through a chance encoun-
ter, they saw each other again 
when Anna was 17, and knew 
they were in love. The couple 
eloped relatively quickly, as Owen 
was headed to the Air Force. Still 
focused on her education, Anna 
completed her high school degree 
in Hawaii. The newly married cou-
ple lived all over the world includ-

ing Europe and Asia. They settled 
in Arizona because Owen needed 
a dry climate for health reasons. 
Residents in Arizona since 1971, 
the couple have a son and daugh-
ter. Anna says the secret to a 
happy marriage is patience, on the 
part of both husband and wife, to 
weather the ups and downs of life.
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My name is Seán Colbert. I am 
working towards making my pas-
sion a reality. I love writing and be-
ing able to share that experience 
with others or telling stories. Writ-
ing is so important in the world and 
I want to be a part of that impact.

Elevate Your Everyday 

– Luxury Nails by a Licensed Pro

Experience salon-level artistry in 
the comfort of your home—or step 
into my serene private studio in 
Vail/Tucson. I’m Kharemah Wells, 
a licensed nail technician dedicat-
ed to clean, health-focused beauty 
that feels as good

Auto Repair With Heart
OOROO Auto is proud to join the Vail community!  
Locally owned and operated, OOROO provides expert  
car repair and maintenance

(520) 394-8394 | Monday-Friday: 7:30am-5:30pm

10508 E Old Vail Rd (next to Hotrods)

For a limited time: Take $25 or 10% off your next service.

oorooauto.com

Licensed Nail Technician
Home based / Mobile services

IG: mrs.ks_nail_
(520) 907-3130

Nails 
By Kharemah

You deserve nails that mirror 
your confidence and care for your 
well-being. Let’s make it effortless

Because you deserve beautiful 
nails—done right

visual museums, read literature, 
help at community gardens, and 
donate to a Native-led nonprofit. 

“A large part of Tucson's culture 
lies within the area's deep-rooted 
Native American history. Indige-
nous peoples have played a sig-
nificant role in shaping the history 
and culture of Tucson, and contin-
ue to have a strong presence in 
the region today. Tucson received 
the city of Gastronomy distinction 
from UNESCO, because the food, 

especially heritage ingredients, 
grown and harvested by the indig-
enous people of our region, tells 
the story of early agriculture that 
dates back at least 4,000 years.” 
(Visittucson.org)

"Perspectives" cont. from page 29
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Ready to re�re?
Do you have a plan in place?
Let’s talk.
Fee Only Fiduciary, I act in your best interest.

To learn more, call  
Brad Singer today 
at 480-330-4878
*Disclosure: Vail Financial Advisors is an investment advisory firm registered in Arizona. Past performance is not indica�ve of future 
results. Differences in account size, �ming of transac�ons and market condi�ons prevailing at the �me of investment may lead to 
different results, and clients may lost money. Clients should consult with their personal tax advisors regarding the tax consequences 
of inves�ng. Yields are not guaranteed. May not be appropriate for all investors. Employs the use of op�on strategies and or 
Exchange Traded Funds (ETFs) using op�on strategies.

Brad Singer, CFA
480-330-4878
Brad@VailFinancialAdvisors.com
www.VailFinancialAdvisors.com

Gratitude Through Giving: 
Make a Significant Contri-
bution to Alleviate Hunger 
In this season of gratitude, there’s 
no greater joy than knowing your 
generosity has helped a neighbor 
in need. At Greater Vail Com-
munity ReSources, we see the 
impact of giving every day at the 
Vail Food Bank — families able 
to put food on the table, children 
nourished and ready to learn, and 
seniors no longer forced to choose 
between groceries and medicine.
If you’re considering making a 
major contribution this year, your 
gift can create lasting change in 
the lives of those struggling with 
food insecurity right here in our 
community. There are many ways 
to make a meaningful impact — 
today and for the future.

Arizona Charitable Tax Credit

As an Arizona taxpayer, you can 
claim a dollar-for-dollar state tax 
credit for donations made to qual-
ified charitable organizations like 
ours — up to $495 for individuals 
or $987 for couples filing jointly. 
It’s an easy way to direct your tax 
dollars to help local families in 
need.

Gifts of Stocks and Bonds

Donating appreciated securities, 
such as stocks or bonds, can 
provide powerful support for our 
mission while offering tax advan-
tages. By transferring these assets 
directly to ReSources, you may 
avoid capital gains tax and still 
claim a charitable deduction for 
the fair market value. 

Smart Giving from Your IRA

If you’re 70½ or older, you can 

Callie Tippett is the Director of 
Development & Community Out-
reach for Greater Vail Community 
ReSources. She moved to Vail in 
2002 and serves as a Governing 
Board member 
in VUSD. She is 
focused on sup-
porting children 
and families in 
Vail. 

make a tax-free charitable gift 
directly from your IRA. Known as 
a Qualified Charitable Distribution 
(QCD), this contribution counts 
toward your required minimum 
distribution while reducing your 
taxable income. You can donate 
up to $105,000 directly from your 
IRA. To Qualify for a QCD your 
check must be physically received 
by ReSources on or before De-
cember 31, 2025. It’s an easy, 
impactful way to give — and see 
your gift at work in the community 
you love.

Leave a Legacy of Compassion

You can also create a legacy that 
feeds families for generations to 
come. Consider including Great-
er Vail Community ReSources 
in your will or trust, or name us 
as a beneficiary on a retirement 
account or life insurance policy. 
These legacy gifts ensure your 
values live on, continuing the work 
of fighting hunger and building 
hope for years to come.
Please consult your tax profes-
sional while considering your 
options.  To learn more or make a 
gift, visit www.ReSourcesVail.org 
or contact Callie Tippett at 520-
210-7415. Your generosity is a gift 
of hope — and a reason for all of 
us to be thankful.
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Solved Solved

Reframing Works of Art  
Did you know that you are a 
piece of art? The human form has 
inspired, been worshiped, and 
immortalized since the dawning of 
our eldest ancestors. This great 
exaltation of the human form 
has spurred extraordinary feats 
of athleticism, glorious tales and 
legends, as well as incredible 
works of art. With such significant 

emphasis on the body, we can 
hyperfocus on the external and 
forget there’s more to us than the 
eye can see. We may critique our 
appearance based on what others 
deem beautiful.

When you look at art in a muse-
um, someone’s home, or at your 
favorite haunt, you’re judging there 
too. It’s easy to hear our “I like 
that” or “That’s not my thing” about 
other art and brush it off. When it’s 
about ourselves, we tend to take it 
to heart too readily. You may have 
concluded that some part of you is 
faulty and rejected it as unworthy 
or inept. Whether we’re evaluat-
ing our body, mind, or soul, it’s 

important to realize that we truly 
are wonderful expressions of the 
cosmos. 

Simply by being, we articulate the 
divine dance. We are creations of 
heavens down to the tiniest par-
ticle of our being. We are meant 
to communicate from the depths 
of our consciousness in order to 
enunciate the substance of the 
universe. What for? Well, that’s 
up to you, but consider that your 
unique essence is a distillation of 
the whole-- the entirety of all there 
is. Maybe you are concentrated 
divinity. If you are, what deific 
actions are meant to pour through 
you in this life? How can you make 
your life a piece of art? What invig-
orating endeavor do you choose 
to execute?

Feeling blocked in your achieve-
ments or thinking you aren’t 
capable of performing in such a 

way? Listen to my podcast, join a 
class, or have a personal transfor-
mation session with me. You are 
an astonishing creation, meant to 
experience peace, joy, and clar-
ity. Allow yourself to be all that 
you can be and more than you 
dreamed.

Healthy
Guidance

Transforming Lives

Hollie Warnick is a Behavioral 
Kinesiologist and Reiki Master uti-
lizing behavioral health concepts, 

applied kinesiology, and ener-
gy medicine to help clients love 
themselves and their life forward, 
backward, inside, and out. Join 
her world via podcast, personal 
transformation sessions, classes 
and more at 
HollieWarnick.
com or call 
(520) 800-
4383.
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When a Small Loan Makes 
Big Financial Sense 
Loans are often linked to major 
milestones like buying a home, 
financing a car, or paying for 
school. But smaller loans can also 
play a valuable role in manag-
ing day-to-day finances. They’re 
designed for life’s in-between 
moments like the unexpected 
expenses, busy seasons, or times 
when cash feels tight but long-
term debt isn’t the answer.

Used thoughtfully, a short-term 
personal loan can help maintain 
stability without turning to high-in-
terest credit cards or draining 
savings. It’s a straightforward op-
tion for those who value structure, 
predictability, and a little financial 
breathing room.

Rethinking Everyday Borrowing

A small loan can act as a financial 
reset, helping you organize com-
peting expenses. Members often 
use them to:

•	 Consolidate smaller balances 
into one payment

•	 Plan for seasonal costs that 
don’t fit a monthly budget

•	 Cover short-term expenses 
while preserving savings

•	 Build or establish credit 
through on-time payments

Borrowing with intention turns debt 
into a manageable tool rather than 
a fallback.

When a Small Loan Helps Most

Planning for the Holidays
The holidays can challenge even 
the best budgets. Travel, gather-
ings, and gifts add up, and many 
rely on credit cards to fill the gap, 
often leading to lingering balanc-
es. The Hughes Holiday Loan 
offers a smarter solution: a short-
term, fixed-rate loan that provides 
clear limits, predictable payments, 
and peace of mind. Members use 
it to handle seasonal spending 
without tapping savings or increas-
ing credit card debt.

Covering Unexpected Expenses
A car repair, medical bill, or sud-
den trip can appear without warn-
ing. A small loan spreads the cost 
over time, protecting your monthly 
budget from taking the full hit.

Moving Away from High-Interest 
Debt
Credit cards offer convenience but 
come with steep rates. Replacing 
those balances with a lower-rate 
personal loan helps you pay off 
debt faster with fixed payments 
and a clear payoff date.

Protecting Your Savings
Saving takes time and effort, and 
one large expense can erase 
progress. A short-term loan helps 
you cover costs in installments 
instead of dipping into emergency 
or long-term funds.

When Borrowing Might Not Fit

A loan may not be right if pay-

ments already feel unmanageable, 
income is uncertain, or the ex-
pense can be delayed. Reviewing 
your budget or using MoneyCoach 
can help create space before add-
ing another payment.

Predictable Payments, Clear 
Progress
Fixed-rate loans remove the un-
certainty of revolving credit. You 
know your total amount, payment, 
and payoff date — making budget-
ing simpler and less stressful.

The Hughes Holiday Loan
•	 Borrow $1,000–$10,000
•	 Fixed interest rate for the full 

term
•	 Flexible terms up to four years
•	 Predictable monthly payments

Steady Progress, Not Quick 
Fixes
Financial balance comes from 
small, intentional choices. A 
well-structured personal loan can 
help you stay organized, avoid 
high-interest debt, and protect the 
goals you’ve worked toward all 
year.

The Hughes Holiday Loan offers 
members a simple, low-rate path 
to financial stability this season. 
Learn more at HughesFCU.org/
HolidayLoan

We take you further.

HughesFCU.org  |  520-794-8341
Insured by NCUA. Certain restrictions apply.  

Hughes Federal Credit Union has served four generations of our family. 
My grandmother joined 60+ years ago while working at Hughes Aircraft Company, 
where she was employed for 27 years and met my grandfather. She then became 
an executive secretary at the credit union. Hughes will always hold a special place 
in our hearts for improving the financial lives of its members.” — Gaby & Erna

For more about Gaby & Erna’s story visit HughesFCU.org/Further

 We have four generations of Hughes members in our family.- Gaby & Erna

We have expanded & now o�er 
Men's Clothing/Accessory Items, 

Juniors, & Home Decor.

Visit us at Girlfriendscloset.shop
(520) 207-5518

Monday-Saturday 10am-6pm
Sunday 12-5pm

60 N. Harrison Rd, Tucson 85748

When a Small Loan Makes Big Financial Sense
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Unwrap the Magic  
of the Season 

HughesFCU.org 
520-794-8341  

This year, focus on what really matters, making memories, not financial stress.

With a Holiday Loan from Hughes Federal Credit Union, you’ll have the freedom to cover gifts, 
travel, or entertaining with ease.

l Borrow from $1,000 to $10,000
l Great fixed rate
l Flexible terms up to 4 years
l Quick approvals and an easy application

Enjoy the holidays your way with a loan that keeps your budget on track.

We take you further.

Insured by NCUA. Certain restrictions apply. All loans are subject to approval. Contact Hughes Federal Credit Union for additional information.
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